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1-PARTICIPANTS 
 
As always, we thank everyone who has participated and collaborated in the censuses 
(list attached) and those who sent migratory movements data, without which the 
production of this report would not have been possible. I especially want to thank 
Antonio Mª Sánchez Conde for producing the migration and wintering maps which are 
included, José Mª Álvarez Leal for the colour-ringing chart, Alejandro Onrubia Baticón 
for coordinating the census in Morocco, Carlos M. Cruz for the coordination in Portugal 
and the Portuguese colleagues who took part, and Luis Salguero Báez for the 
illustration.  Special thanks to Neil Renwick for the translation of this report 
 

Coordination in Spain: José Antonio Román Álvarez 
 
1.1: ARAGÓN 
 
-Coordinator: Antonio Torrijo Pardos 
Zaragoza: 
-Gallocanta lagoon; SARGA: José Luis Rivas González, Elvira Ballestín Cantín, 
Enrique Pelayo Zueco, Noelia Escobedo Rueda, Agustín Catalán Gracia, Carmina 
Franco Gómez, José Miguel Pueyo Soler, 
-Güialguerrero lagoon: Antonio Torrijo Pardos, Enrique Pelayo Zueco, Sabi Martínez 
Ordas 
-Buena Vista plain: Francisco Javier Sampietro Latorre 
-Sopeña: Lander Goñi 
-Turruquiel: Álvaro Bertolo, José Antonio Pinzolas. 
-Laverne reservoir: Diego Villanua Inglada 
-Malvecino reservoir: Vanesa Alzaga, Diego Villanua Inglada 
-Valereña-El Bayo: Sergio González, Héctor Bintanel Cenís 
-Sadaba-Pinsoro: Ignacio Arrospide 
-La Loteta reservoir: Francisco Javier Sampietro Latorre 
-Mequinenza reservoir: Francisco Amador Carmona 
-Salada de Chiprana: Francisco Amador Carmona 
-Esquilao Pool (Loma de la Venta): Manuel Galán Subías, Oscar Mañero 
-La Tranquera reservoir: Jordi Pérez Muñoz 
-Valdecenicera: Manuel Galán Subias, Oscar Mañero 
Teruel: 
-Lechago reservoir: Rodrigo Pérez Grijalvo, Carlos Pérez Naval, Eva Naval Subias 
-Cañizar lagoon: Emilio Bobed Berdegal, Felipe Rosado Romero, Nicolás Ferrer 
Bergua-Leesse. 
-El Balsón (Ojos Altos) Antonio Torrijo Pardos 
-Carabejas pool: Sabi Martínez Ordas, José Luis Rivas González, Antonio Torrijo 
Pardos 
-Salada pools near Alcañíz: Juan Luis Muñoz Pérez, Esther Yera Posa 
-Rambla de Peñaflor, Masía Matilla: Jorge Navarro Frías 
-Pajazo reservoir: Pilar Edo Hernández 
-Cueva Foradada reservoir: Antonio Torrijo Pardos 
Huesca: 
-Sotonera reservoir: Francisco Quesada Gaibar, Kees Woutersen, Silvia Duque, Pablo 
Vallés, Miriam Reyes. 
-Selgua ricefields: Carlos Perallón Romero, Eloy Alfaro Codera 
-Ventorrillo: José Damián Moreno Rodríguez 
-Clamor Vieja: José Damián Moreno Rodríguez 
-San Salvador: Eduardo Gil Irade, Marco Antonio Escudero Diego 
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1.2: NAVARRA 
 
Navarra:  
Coordinator Jesús Mari Lekuona 
-Figarol, Las Cañas reservoir, Arguedas, Pitillas lagoon, La Zolina pool, La Rada, La 
Mueda:Jesús Mari Lekuona, Alberto Artázcoz, Xabier Urmeneta, Javier Sola, Haritz 
Sarasa, Juan Carlos Lorenzo, David Arranz, David Miqueleiz, Inés Rodríguez, María 
Ibarguchi 
 

1.3: LA RIOJA 
 
Lidia Roncero (Coordinator) Diego Benavides, Santiago Peña, Raquel Pisabarro, 
Andrés Armendáriz, Borja Pérez, Jesús Ucha, Luid Lopo, Andrés de la Torre, Javier 
Robres, Jorge Ezquerro, David Mazuelas, Óscar Zuazo, Michel Marín, Rubén, 
Eduardo Miera, Sebastián Lara, Ana Flamenco, Sandra Vela, Pablo Tascón, Ana 
García, Ignacio Gámez, Gonzalo Martínez, Jose Ochagavía, Miguel Martínez, Pilar 
Azpiroz, Óscar Ramírez, Manuel Martínez, Sandra Saenz, Óscar Gutiérrez, José F. 
Arenzana. 
 

1.4: CATALUNYA 
 
Girona: 
-Castelló d’Empuries: Oriol Clarabuch, Joan Ventura, Jordi Marquès, Glòria Rosas 
Carrión, Josep Espigulè 
-Amposta: Vicente Francisco Tamarit, Manuel Enrique Carballal del Valle 
-Pals: Mònica López García. 
-Sant Joan Les Fonts: Albert Alonso. 
Barcelona: 
-Torres dels Frares, Vic: Pau Ortega  i Colet 
 
1.5: VALENCIAN COMMUNITY 
 
Castelló: 
-Nules marsh, La Llosa: Marta Ibáñez, Juan Luis Bort, Josep Bort (GER-EA) 
-La Jana lagoon, Traiguera pool, Sant Mateu y Sant Jordi pool: Quique Luque, 
Deborah Fandos,  
Valencia: 
-Sollana rice fields, L’Albufera: P.Marín, Joan Baffagon, Yanina Maggiotto. 
Alacant: 
-El Hondo reservoir: Sergio Arroyo, Jacobo Ramos 
 

1.6: MURCIA REGION 
 
-El Poyo del Mar Menor: Ana Alonso, José Manuel Zamora, Antonio Zamora. 
-Llano del Beal: Mario León, Juan Capel, José Antonio Lacalle. 
-Cieza: Antonio Fuentes. 
 
1.7: BALEARIC ISLANDS 
 
Coordination: G.O.B. 
Mallorca: 
-S’AlbuferetaNature Reserve: Pere Tomàs, Francina Tomàs 
-S’Albufera Natural Park: Patrick Mousse, David García 
-Salobrar de Campos: Gemma Carrasco, David García, Andrés Mas 



Phenology & Distribution of the Common Crane (Grus grus) in Spain 2017/18 

 

José A. Román Álvarez (coordinator) 
 Page4 
 

 

1.8: CASTILLA Y LEÓN 
 
Soria: 
-Monteagudo de las Vicarías reservoir: Juan Luis Hernández, Juan Gómez de 
Valenzuela, Elena Suarez 
Zamora: 
-Villafáfila lagoons: Mariano Rodríguez Alonso (Coordinator), Jesús Domínguez 
García, Manuel Miñambre Fidalgo,  Emilio Álvarez Fernández, Eduardo Vega Rabano, 
Manuel Hernández Jaspe, Jesús Palacio Alberti, Fernando San José Luengo 
Palencia: 
-La Nava lagoon: Miguel A. Madrid Gómez, José Luis Fernández Valverde 
-Boada de Campos lagoon: Carlos Zumalacárregui 
Valladolid:  
Coordinator: Juan Antonio Medina Cuaresma 
-Herrín de Campos: Juan Antonio Medina Cuaresma 
-La Zarza lagoon, Mullidares, Pozuelo de la Orden Gomeznarro, La Colada lagoon: 
David García, Miguel Rodríguez, Blanco, Juan A. Medina Cuaresma 
Ávila: 
-El Hoyo lagoon: José María García, Víctor Coello, Roberto Bustillo, Juan Ramón 
Cuervo. 
-Rosarito reservoir (mouth of the Garganta de Santa María): Jairo Fernández Expósito 
Salamanca: 
Coordinator: Gonzalo Criado (SEO-Salamanca) 
-Riolobos weir: Gonzalo Criado, Cristina Gine-Abati Bache, Ana Brufau Redondo, 
Marina Paniagua Marco, Enrique Cabrera Torres, Iván Julián Santos, Torcuato Cortés 
de la Rosa, Cristina Miñambres Llamas, Jorge Aguirre Presa, Carlos Alberto Ramírez 
Álvarez, Ana Borrego Vicente, Ana Santos Torres, María Amores Sánchez, Jorge Luis 
Pérez Reyes, Larisa Palomo Herrera, Lucía Alonso Blázquez, Marcos Sevillano 
Rosón,  
-Pedraza de Yeltes: Cristina Giner 
-Cristo lagoon: Cristina Giner 
-Castraz: Cristina Giner 
-Cabaco: Gonzalo Criado. 
-Santa Teresa reservoir: Pedro L. Ramos Bueno (coordinador), Roberto Carbonell 
Alanís, Alejandro del Amo García, José Vicente Sánchez, Vega Bermejo Castelnau,  
Iván Fuertes Corcho, Javier González Estévez, Rebeca Hernández Bonafonte, Claudia 
León Tola, Chus Justo Nieto, Alonso Asenjo Fernández, Guillermo Hernández, Laura 
García, Mariano A. Ramos Castellanos. 
 
1.9: MADRID 
 
-El Pardo reservoir: Adolfo Rodríguez, Manuel Martínez Duchel. 
 

1.10: CASTILLA LA MANCHA 
 
Guadalajara: 
-Honda lagoons: Uge Fuertez Sanz 
-Buendía reservoir: Felipe Yebes, Fernando Alonso Gutiérrez, Nuria Cardo Maeso. 
Cuenca:  
-Manjavacas lagoon: Noelia Alfaro 
-Alarcón reservoir: Jorge Simarro Tórtola, Agustín Villodre Carrillero, Nuria Cardo 
Maeso, Cecilia Díaz Martínez, Nuria Chacón Martínez, Silvia Martínez Benedicto, 
Alfredo Mirat, Esteban Molero. 
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-El Hito lagoon: Zulema Pardo Martínez, Mª Guadalupe Tierno Palma 
Toledo: 
-El Grullo lagoon: Manuel Flores Cid de la Rivera, José Mª Guerrero, Marcelino Tirado, 
Sergio Méndez, Gabrel Vidal, José Luis Melo 
-La Sal lagoon, María del Carmen Villa 
-Larga lagoon: Ángel Velasco 
-El Taray lagoon: Ángel Velasco 
-Manjavacas lagoon: Antonio Paredes, Alicia Salido, Noelia Escudero,Pedro Jesús 
Porrero,Vanessa Oliveira y Esther Buendía,Yolanda Peñalver, Pilar Carrero, Jesús 

Ramos, Maycon Gonçalves,  Miguel de Luis. 
-Castrejón reservoir: Ángel Velasco 
-Rosarito reservoir: ARDEIDAS: Juan J. Alarcia, E. García, J. Menéndez, J.M. 
Fernández, M. Salcedo;  Dave Langlois, Álex Rodríguez 
-Navalcán reservoir: ARDEIDAS: Miguel Ángel de la Cruz Alemán, A. Rodríguez, A. 
Herrero, José Luis de la Cruz Alemán, F. Esparcia 
-Santa María quarry: Javier Cots Berbegal. 
Ciudad Real: 
-Villafranca track lagoon: José Baíllo, Pedro Suarez, Joaquín Álvaro, Pablo Álvaro 
García. 
-La Veguilla lagoon: Carmen Guillén Córdoba, Fernando Lozano Guillén, Pedro 
Bustamante Bustamente, Mª José Valencia Sánchez-Arévalo 
-Las Yegüas lagoon: Luis Felipe Alhambra Molina, Pedro Bustamante Bustamante 
-Alcudia Valley: Jaime Patiño Nova, José F. Bueno Segura,Yolanda de Gregorio 
Morena, Miguel Ángel Sonlleva García, Ángel Arredondo Acero 
-Pajares lagoon: Concepción González de la Rosa, Isabel Castellanos Botico, Luis 
Felipe Alhambra Molina, Benito Montiel Moreno. 
-Salicor lagoon: Benito Montiel Moreno, Betsabe Alhambra Molina, María Isabel 
Ramón Escribano, Julio Moyano López, Pedro Bustamante Bustamante 
-Los Pozuelos de Calatrava, El Martinete: Manuel Ruiz 
-El Vicario reservoir: Fernán Caballero, Manuel Ruíz 
-Confluence of the Záncara and Cigüela Rivers: Pedro Bustamante Bustamante, José 
Baillo, Luis Felipe Alhambra, León Alhambra 
-Tablas de Daimiel National Park: Manuel Carrasco, Juan C. Felipe, Crescencio 
Benegas, Claudio Ruíz 
-La Torre de Abraham reservoir: Yolanda de Gregorio, Miguel Ángel Diez Moreno, 
Ángel Arredondo, Ángel Gómez Manzaneque 
-Las Povedas reservoir: Yolanda de Gregorio, Miguel Ángel Diez Moreno, Ángel 
Arredondo, Ángel Gómez Manzaneque. 
-Poblete: Manuel Ruíz 
-Los Castillejos de la Bienvenida y Brazatortas: María José Valencia 
Albacete: 
-Pétrola lagoon: Julia Giménez, José Antonio Cañizares, Juan Carlos Pastrana, Pilar 
Pastrana, José María García, Rafael Martínez, Siro González, Rafael Torralba 
Zapatero, Martin O’Hanion, Gloria Gómez, Manuel Salas, Agustín Segura,  
-Hoya Pelada, Casa Higinio, Salarejo: Rafael Torralba Zapatero, Ramón Molina, Ángel 
Parreño. 
-Casa de Villora y los Ánades: Julia Giménez, Gloria Gómez, Manuel Salas, Agustín 
Segura, José Mª García, Siro González. 
 
1.11: EXTREMADURA 
 
Cáceres: 
-Valdecañas reservoir: Manuel Flores Cid de la Rivera, José Mª Guerrero, Marcelino 
Tirado, Sergio Méndez, Gabrel Vidal, José Luis Melo, Amelia Hernández. 
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-Egido Nuevo: Manuel Flores Cid de la Rivera, José Mª Guerrero, Marcelino Tirado, 
Sergio Méndez, Gabrel Vidal, José Luis Melo 
-Cañada Venero: Manuel Flores Cid de la Rivera, José Mª Guerrero, Marcelino Tirado, 
Sergio Méndez, Gabrel Vidal, José Luis Melo 
-Gabriel y Galán reservoir: Hugo Sánchez Mateos, Raquel  Lozano del Pino, Francisco 
Espinosa Alemany, Carlos Díaz Villar, María González Díaz, Joanna García Escudero, 
Luis Fernando Álvarez Calabia, 
-Borbollón reservoir: Miguel Todón, Susy Gonzalo, José María Hernández, Agustín 
Iglesias, Vicente Sánchez, Goyo Naharro  
-Campazo lagoon: Jesús Porras 
-Vegas del Tiétar/Monfragüe: Javier Prieta 
-Tozo reservoir: Martin Kelsey 
-Arroyo Casillas reservoir: Jesús Porras 
-El Cuartón reservoir: Sergio Mayordomo 
-Talaván reservoir: José Carlos López Fuentes. 
-Santiago del Campo: Sergio Mayordomo, Javier Prieta. 
-Galisteo rice fields: Sergio Mayordomo. Javier Prieta 
-Herreruela/Salorino: Antonio Galán Fariñas 
-Brozas: Manuela Rodríguez Romero, Ángel Rodríguez Martín, Juan Romero Llanos 
-Las Seguras: Cecilia Sánchez Villares 
-Valdesalor reservoir/La Generala: Francisco Javier Caballero Álvarez 
-Aldea del Cano reservoir: Juan Carlos Núñez Arjona, Agustín Mogena 
Badajoz:  
-El Moral reservoir: José Ángel Sánchez González 
-Morantes reservoir: José Luis Bautista Morán 
-La Albuera lagoons: José Mª Álvarez Leal 
-Valdelagrana reservoir: José Mª Álvarez Leal 
-Villalba de los Barros reservoir: José Mª Álvarez Leal 
-Retamal de Llerena: Francisco Montaño 
-La Osa/La Bastiana: José Antonio Román Álvarez. 
-Los Canchales reservoir: ADENEX (Francisco Lopo, Ismael Sánchez, Paco Castro, 
Elvira del Viejo Pinilla, Antonia Cangas, Ismael Sánchez, Antonio Ruiz, Juan 
Villalobos, Timo Garrote, Ángela),José Luis Bautista Morán (WILDROOTS 
EXTREMADURA) Toñi Cordero, José Ángel Rodríguez, Sergio Pérez, Jesús Solana 
Ramos, Carolina Climent 
-Cuncos reservoir: Alfonso Pérez del Barco 
-Alqueva reservoir/Friegamuñoz: Alfonso Pérez del Barco 
-Molinos reservoir: José Ángel Sánchez González. 
-Alqueva reservoir /Olivenza: Jacobo Hernández Pulido. 
-Matanegra: José Ángel Sánchez González 
-Las Merinillas: Jacobo Hernández Pulido, Nicolás Pírez Muñoz, Agustín Bruguera. 
-Zangallón: Luis M. Venancio, Ana Cordero, Elvira del Viejo Pinilla, Justo Tarriño, 
Pedro Schreur Cordero. 
-Capilla/Las Yuntas: Andrea García Teruel, Gerardo Pizarro García, Daniel Velarde 
Pizarro. 
-La Serena (La Guarda, Las Torralbas, Badija N & E, La Reyerta, Puerto Mejoral, 
Almorchón, Zarza Capilla, Monterrubio: Manuel Calderón Carrasco (Coordinator), 
Manuel Maximiano Díaz, Mª Isabel Barquero, Yasmina Annicchiarico Sánchez, Natalia 
Franco Tejeda, Eduardo Ingelmo, Manuel Pozo, Agustín Sanabria, Moisés Canseco 
Tamayo 
-Las Bodeduillas: Manuel Gómez Calzado, 
-Recula del Guadalemar, La Serena reservoir, north Casas de Don Pedro, Almansa, 
Recula de Orellana reservoir: Rubén Bautista Muñoz, Ángel Delso Calcerrada, Jesús 
Rojas González, Carmen Galán Novella, José Mª Traverso Martínez 
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-Cornalvo dehesas: Raúl Alcantud Caballero 
-Casas de Reina: María Díaz Vadillo 
-El Rosal reservoir: Gustavo Gahete, Caridad Díaz 
-Arroyo Conejos reservoir: Andrés González Muñoz, Javier González, José Llanos, 
Inés María Sánchez. 
Sector Central Zone (CC/BA) 
-Sector Madrigalejo: Martin Kelsey 
-Sector Logrosán/Zarzalejo: Chris Hodge,  Sandra Criado 
-Sector Moheda/Vegas Altas: Manuel Gómez Calzado 
-Sector Madrigalejo/Obando: Manuel Gómez Calzado 
-Sector Acedera/ Puercas: Manuel Gómez Calzado 
-Sector Las Rañas/El Alandre: Manuel Gómez Calzado.José Mª Traverso Martínez. 
-Sector Madrigalejo/Obando: Manuel Gómez Calzado. 
-Sector Villar de Rena/Alcollarín: José Antonio Román Álvarez, Jesús Porras, Antonio 
Calvo Burdalo 
-Sector Palazuelo/La Mata: Juan Pablo Prieto Clemente 
-Sector Guadalperales: José Ángel Sánchez González 
-Sector Guadámez/Búrdalo: José Antonio Román  Álvarez, Antonio María Sánchez 
Conde, Elvira del Viejo Pinilla, Antonia Cangas, Toñi Cordero 
-Sector Valdehornillos/Búrdalo: José Antonio  Román Álvarez 
-Sector Yelbes/Medellín: Fernando Yuste Ruíz, Yasmina Annicchiarico Sánchez, 
Natalia Franco Tejeda, Consuelo Pérez Moreno, Daniel 
 
1.12: ANDALUCIA 
 
Córdoba: 
-Sierra Boyera reservoir: Florent Prunier, Silvia Saldaña, Víctor Riera (El Bosque 
Animado) 
-Fuente La Zarza: Juan Felipe Flores Moyano 
-Solana de Guadamatilla: Antonio Leiva (GODESA) 
-Navalespino reservoir: Miguel Corvillo 
-La Colada reservoir/Cogollarte: Miguel Ángel Mesa 
-Río Zújar/La Pizarra: Juan Alcalde Cebrián 
-Valhondo reservoir: Juan Manuel Sánchez Esquinas 
-Jardoso reservoir: Silvia Plaza García 
Sevilla: 
-Dehesa de Bucaré: Francisco Chiclana, Fernando del Valle 
-Sierra de Hornachuelos: Rafael Jesús 
-Écija: Francisco Javier Salcedo Ortiz 
-Dehesa de Pilas: Rutger Polder 
-La Lentejuela lagoon: Juan Antonio Sarrión 
-Doñana National Park (H/SE): Manuel Máñez (Coordinator), Rubén Rodríguez 
Olivares, Luis García, Antonio Martínez, Alfredo Chico, José Luis del Valle 
-El Pintado reservoir: Rafael Vicente 
Huelva: 
-Rio Tinto: José M. Méndez 
-Rio Odiel: Víctor Fiscal 
Cádiz: 
-Medina lagoon: Rafael García 
-La Janda lagoon: Arkadiusz Broniarek-Zebia; Alejandro Onrubia Baticón, Carlos 
Torralvo (Fundación Migres) 
-Trebujena marshes: Juan Pedro Torres, Juan Pedro Torre jr. 
-Mesas de Asta/Trebujena: Manuel Barcell Arizón, Concepción González de los Ríos, 
Iñigo Sánchez García, Francisco Solera del Rio. 
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-Puerto Real (salt pans): Manuel Ruíz. 
Málaga: 
-Campillos freshwater lagoon: José A. Cortés, Raquel Díaz, Lázaro Torres, Alexandre 
Justo Álvarez 
-Fuente de Piedra lagoon: José Antonio Cortés Guerrero, Antonio Javier Plaza Bonilla, 
Mónica Olmeda Chelí, Francisco Javier Rivera García, Eloisa Moreno Albañil, Raquel 
Díaz García, Cristina de Alejo Sánchez Barba, Lázaro Torres González, Manuel 
Macías Doncel, Maite Alarcón Rueda, Anna Zardini, Javier Fregenal Díaz, María Fidela 
González García. 
 

 
Census teams in December: La Sotonera (GOO), Riolobos weir (SEO-Salamanca), Rosarito/Navalcán 
(ARDEIDAS), Los Canchales (ADENEX), Borbollón (Grus Extremadura) 
 

 
Census teams in January with young helpers: Gabriel y Galán (Cáceres), Búrdalo (Cáceres), Los 
Pedroches (Córdoba) 
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2-INTRODUCTION 
 
The common crane (Grus grus) is a large and stately bird belonging to the Gruidae 
family.  It is characterized by having a long neck and legs, and straight, flat wings in 
flight.  It measures 100 to 130cm in length, and the wingspan is between 180 and 
240cm.  The weight is between 3 and 6.1 kg (Alonso & Alonso 1990, Archibald & 
Meine 1996, Bautista 2003). 
 
The plumage is generally grey over most of the body, brownish and darker on the back 
and rump, and lighter on the chest and wings.  The head and upper part of the neck 
show a pattern of wide colour bands.  The forehead is blackish and it shows red bare 
skin on the hindcrown.  A white band stretches from behind the eye down the back of 
the neck to the base, while a blackish band runs from in front of the eye down to the 
middle of the neck.  The nape is also blackish.  The primaries, tips of the secondaries, 
the alula, the tip of the tail and the trailing upper tertials are blackish, although these 
are grey in some birds (Johnshard 1983).  Both sexes are alike, although the males are 
usually more corpulent and have a wider wingspan.  The juveniles have ochre feather 
tips over all the body and lack black feathers on the head and tail; the hindcrown is not 
red, but feathered.  They moult throughout the winter into a plumage similar to the 
adults.  Adults usually have a complete moult of all feathers every two years, usually 
before the migration, although they may have partial moults, being flightless for six 
weeks. 
 

 
 
Juvenile at the end of winter, already well moulted. Miajadas(Cáceres) 
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The voice consists of loud bugling, resonating thanks to a highly-developed trachea, 
which can be heard over considerable distances, for making contact with other groups 
or individuals.   
The distribution is across Europe, Asia and a few areas in Africa.  It breeds in the north 
of Eurasia, in flooded areas within woodlands, swamps and taiga marshes, and also in 
small numbers in southern Europe, such as the Czech Republic, Denmark, France and 
the United Kingdom (Prange 1997, 2006, 2007; WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL 2002). 
The most important breeding population in Western Europe is found in 
Scandinavia(particularly in Finland, Sweden and Norway), the Baltic republics, Belarus, 
Poland, Germany, and western Russia, although they breed from the Ukraine to the 
Manchuria peninsula.  A small population of the subspecies archbaldi breeds in Turkey 
and the subspecies koralevi breeds in the Altai Mountains. 
There is a small natural breeding population in the east of England, and thanks to a 
captive rear-and-release programme they are now breeding in the southwest of 
England.  This is also happening in one part of France, and they have increased 
considerably in Germany, thanks mainly to protection measures.  For the first time in 
almost 70 years a pair bred in the wild in Spain in 2017(www.grusextremadura.org). 
The crane is a long-distance migratory species, which spends the winter principally 
south-western Europe, northern Africa and Asia (Bernis 1966).  Autumn migration 
occurs from August to December, and spring migration happens from the end of 
February to April.  There are important staging posts in Sweden, Germany and 
Hungary where cranes from the western populations stop during their journey, and the 
eastern populations have staging posts in China and by the Caspian Sea. 
The majority of the western population of common cranes winters in south-western 
Europe, in dehesas*, cropped fields and wetlands in the Iberian Peninsula, France and 
northern Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia and possibly in Libya). 
(*Translator´s note:  dehesa is an Iberian form of wood-pasture, typically of cork oaks and/or holm oaks, 

usually grazed by domestic animals, though crops such as oats or wheat may occasionally be grown 
between the trees). 
Some cranes from Russia, Finland, the Baltic States and Belarus spend the winter in 
Sudan, Ethiopia, and Eritrea with lesser numbers in Turkey, Israel, Iraq and some parts 
of Iran.  A third of the Asiatic population spends the winter in the Indian subcontinent, 
including Pakistan.  There are some cranes that spend the winter in Burma, Vietnam 
and Thailand too.  The other major wintering area is in China. 
There are up to four subspecies of common crane: G.g.grus, G.g. lilfordi, G.g. 
archibaldi, G.g. koralevi (the last to be described).  Of these, the dominant subspecies 
are Grus grus grus and Grus grus lilfordi.  The lilfordi subspecies corresponds with the 
Asiatic distribution and it should be noted that the majority migrate within that continent, 
from the Middle East to Korea.  The nominate subspecies corresponds with the 
European cranes and those that migrate to Africa, fundamentally Russian, Ukranian, 
Belarusian and Baltic.  As regards the size, the Asiatic population is less than the 
European, since it is estimated at over 120,000, with populations in decline, with over 
580,000 western cranes, and populations increasing thanks to protection and 
improvements in breeding habitats. 
The wintering areas are distributed in the following way for the Scandinavian, central 
European, Finnish, Baltic, Belarusian and European Russian populations: 
Western Europe: 400,000 individuals 
Baltic/Hungary: 150,000 individuals (north and east Africa) 
Eastern Europe: 70,000 birds 
Caucasus and Volga-Iran: 10,000 cranes 
As for the Asiatic breeding population, in Western Siberia (from the Urals to 
Kazakhstan), there are an estimated 80,000/100,000 birds, and in Eastern Siberia, 
northern China and Mongolia there are some 20,000 birds. 

http://www.grusextremadura.org/
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It is a rare visitor to Japan and Korea, principally displaced groups from the wintering 
population in China, and it rarely appears as a vagrant in North America, where it can 
occasionally be seen with Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis) (Tucker & Heath 1994; 
Archibald & Meine 1996). 
Currently, the Iberian wintering population is the most important one for the species at 
the European-Asiatic-African level. 
More than 270,000 cranes may arrive in the Iberian Peninsula in autumn, coming from 
Scandinavia, central Europe and the Baltic countries.  The majority of these birds come 
through Navarra, and although the majority then go to the Gallocanta lagoon, others 
follow the historic route which crosses La Rioja and Tierra de Campos to reach the 
south-west of the Iberian Peninsula. 
Some 70% of the European cranes winter in the Iberian Peninsula, of which 54% 
choose to spend these months in the dehesas of Extremadura.  The rest of the cranes 
which winter in the peninsula are spread through Aragón, Castilla y Léon (mainly in 
Salamanca and Ávila), Castilla La Mancha (especially Toledo and Ciudad Real), and 
more to the south in Andalucia (northern Córdoba, Málaga (Fuente de Piedra), Huelva 

and Sevilla (Doñana National Park) and in Cádiz (La Janda), as well as areas bordering 

Portugal(Fernández Cruz 1978, 1981; Fernández Cruz et al. 1987; Prieta & del Moral 
2008, Román. et al 2014, Mooser & Woutersen2015,  Román 2015, Román  et al 2016, 
Román 2017) and the interior of Portugal (principally in the Alentejo area) (Cruz 2017).  
Others, meanwhile, continue their journey to some regions of Morocco, occupying 
various wetlands in the north and centre of the country and reaching the edge of the 
Sahara Desert at the Oued Massa estuary, although this population is apparently in 
decline and each year more cranes opt to winter in the Iberian Peninsula.  Other 
cranes will spend the winter in Algeria and Tunisia, crossing the Mediterranean to 
reach these countries. 
The wintering population of common cranes has been counted since 1979, although 
not regularly (Fernández Cruz, Alonso & Alonso, COCN, ADENEX y SEO/Birdlife) and 
since then this has shown the importance of dehesas in the south-west of the 
peninsula for the species, where the largest number of birds in Extremadura are 
concentrated.  Here they feed on acorns, in cereal stubbles and on wild plants (Pérez 
Chiscano) and although many of these dehesas have disappeared with agricultural 
changes, the cranes continue using these areas, taking advantage of new crops 
(essentially rice and maize).  Like wise, certain wetlands in the north of Spain have 
been shown to be important during spring migration, such as the Gallocanta lagoon 
and Sotonera reservoir. 
Because it is the most important wintering population of the European continent, we 
proposed to undertake two censuses, which we have been doing regularly since 2012, 
with two annual censuses (December and January) with the aim of knowing and 
updating the species´status each winter.  Like wise, in recent years we have also 
monitored the two migration periods. 
 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castilla-La_Mancha
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1diz_(provincia)
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Janda
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Distribution and migration routes of the common crane (Grus grus) ICF 
 
Until just a few years ago we knew the cranes´migration routes thanks to direct 
observations as they crossed different countries, although little was known of the 
wintering areas of certain African countries.  With the use of PVC rings marked for 
reading from a distance, introduced by Swedish ringers, and the use of colour 
combinations, introduced and promoted in Europe by the Alonso brothers, we got to 
know more of the origins of birds wintering in Iberia.With the arrival of new technologies 
such as radio frequency transmitters, and then GPS, we have made a great leap in our 
knowledge of the routes and wintering areas. 
The migration routes of the western population are divided into two principal corridors: 
those that migrate to the west-south-west of Europe and those that go to Africa. 
 
The birds originating in Scandinavia fly to Rügen Island in Germany at the end of 
summer, where they gather before later setting off to the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
area of Germany, where they will stay and feed.  Here they join up with birds coming 
from Poland, Baltic countries and Finland.  In the middle or end of September they set 
off for the Lac du Der in Chantecoq, France, where they again rest then continue their 
journey southwest across the country towards Arjuzanx (Département des Landes 
d´Aquitaine), where again they will stop, or not, before crossing the Pyrenees.  They 
generally use the Navarra valleys, but also those of Aragón, through which they head 
to the Gallocanta lagoon, an obligatory stop for the majority.  However, some may 
continue their journey, unless it is dry, as happened in autumn 2017 when they only 
stopped overnight and continued their journey the following day, or they chose 
reservoirs in or near the vicinity of this lagoon.  Smaller numbers head from Navarra 
through Tierra de Campos to the west-southwest.  From Gallocanta they continue 
south-westwards, stopping at reservoirs in Castilla La Mancha such as Buendía before 
spreading across Manchegan landscapes and from here continuing to Fuente de 
Piedra, or occupying the border areas of Toledo and continuing to Salamanca, Zamora 
and parts of Valladolid and Palencia.  The bulk continue to Extremadura, entering 
through the Cijara valley (although some divert towards the north of the region) towards 
Orellana and entering the Central Zone of Extremadura, which they will use to rest and 
feed, using this area as a corridor that takes them through to all parts of Extremadura, 
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Portugal, northern Córdoba, Doñana and La Janda, from where a few hundred will 
cross the Strait of Gibraltar to winter in Morocco. 
Other birds originating in the Baltic States and Finland, as well as Belarus, head for the 
Hortobagy National Park in Hungary, where up to 150,000 birds congregate.  They will 
choose various routes from here, one eastward for the Bosphorus Straits to cross 
Turkey and arrive in the Hula Valley, in Israel, where they may stay throughout the 
autumn.  Birds also arrive here from Finland, the Baltic States, Belarus, Russia and 
The Ukraine, having crossed the Black Sea.  They continue migrating to the Nile 
Valley, across Eilat and the Sinai, and following the river until they reach the Tana Lake 
area of Ethiopia. 
Another sector from Hortobagy takes a course towards the Balkans, crossing Croatia, 
the Italian peninsula and the Mediterranean, to spend the winter in Tunisia and Algeria.  
Others from Hortobagy head for Germany to the north of the Alps to join up with the 
Central European contingent. 
A new route has emerged in the last decade or so, with part of this contingent migrating 
by northern Italy, to the south of the Alps, flying westward to the Camargue, where they 
will rest.  Many will spend the winter here, and others head to the Pyrenees to cross 
into Catalunya or Andorra and heading for Gallocanta.  However, this route can 
change, as has been shown by satellite tracking Lithuanian cranes. 
 
 

 
Principal crane migration routes in Europe. 
 
In the autumn of 2016 a family of Lithuanian cranes was tracked using a GPS device.  
On the first stage they stopped at Hortobagy, they left Serbia to go to Croatia and 
crossed the Adriatic, the Italian peninsula and the Mediterranean, entering France and 
crossing the Pyrenees through Andorra to reach Gallocanta, covering 2,100km in 38 
hours without a break.  They left on 29 November and were in Extremadura on 2 
December, where they stayed until 28 February 2017. 
They returned via Gallocanta, Navarra and then from the south of France they headed 
east-northeast and went to the north of the Alps and the south of Germany to Austria to 
head for Hortobagy, Hungary, in one long journey with hardly any breaks.  They stayed 



Phenology & Distribution of the Common Crane (Grus grus) in Spain 2017/18 

 

José A. Román Álvarez (coordinator) 
 Page14 
 

several days in Hortobagy before they returned to Lithuania via Belarus and Poland.  In 
the autumn of 2017 this Lithuanian group split up, and while some (including the adults) 
followed the traditional routes across central Europe, a second-year bird repeated the 
route in a similar way to the previous autumn (with others), covering more kilometres 
and flying many more miles over the sea, this time without touching France, but flying 
to the Ebro Delta and to the north of Castelló then heading west-southwest to 
Extremadura.  This time they left Croatia much later, the 18th December, again without 
breaks, arriving in Extremadura on the morning of 22 December. 
 

 
Migration route of Lithuanian cranes in autumn 2017 (information from Petra 
Kurlavicius and Aleksej Perzu, Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences) 
 
Before the introduction of radio-frequency devices, which allowed migration tracking 
from the groundor from the air in small planes, and the current GPS transmitters, which 
allow tracking by satellite in real time and with a huge profusion of data of position, 
flight altitude, air temperature, travelling speed etc., migration routes were recreated 
thanks to colour-ringed birds being repeatedly reported from breeding areas, migration 
rest areas and wintering areas.  These rings were initially used in Sweden, using a 
single large red plastic ring with an alphanumeric code.  Later, and on the initiative of 
the Alonso brothers, colour combinations were introduced, assigning one combination 
to each country and another one for each bird.  Six basic colours were assigned, but as 
they were running out of combinations, they began to mix colours in each country, 
always maintaining two of the colours initially assigned.  Brown was added two years 
ago. 
Those first rings, spirals, lost their colour over time, but now new materials and 
octagonal rings are used, which should provide information throughout the bird´s life. 
These rings enabled better knowledge of the routes and wintering areas, and continue 
to be an on-going source of information, as very few birds carry electronic devices as a 
back-pack or inserted in the colour rings.  The devices usually have a short life-span, 
while currently 3,550 cranes are carrying coloured rings, which in 2016 alone produced 
10,000 sighting records. 
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Many of the outstanding questions about the biology and migratory behaviour of the 
fascinating European crane can only be resolved through the accumulation of sighting 
reports of colour-ringed individuals. 

 
Colour rings currently used to mark European cranes. iCORA 
 

 
Estonian crane,Loode, wearing a GPS attached to a colour ring 
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Reading colour rings on common cranes – country colour combinations  

 
To know the country of origin, look at the left tibia.  France, Spain and Norway also use the first ring of the right tibia.  In 

addition to the colour combination, some countries, such as Poland, use alphanumeric codes. 

 

 
Norwegian crane in Campo Arañuelo.Photo Manuel Flores Cid 
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Migration route of a Norwegian crane, ringed 1/8/2000 at Eidet, Sor-Trondelag, thanks 
to the reports from several observers along the route and in the wintering area over 17 
years.  The latest reports were from Peraleda de la Mata, Cáceres (Extremadura) last 
winter and from Gallocanta during the pre-breeding migration (information provided by 
Jostein Sandvik) 
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Norwegian crane, whose migration routes are shown above, ringed by Jostein Sandvik, 
on 01/08/2000 at Eidet, Sor-Trondelag, wearing faded spiral rings; it has lost one ring 
of the individual´s combination (actually the one below the black ring).  The 
combination is RBkR/YBkR.  Photo by José Melo, Peraleda de la Mata, 30/12/17. 
 
 

 
 
Estonian and Swedish cranes, December 2017, Extremadura 
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Family of Swedish cranes, of which one of the juveniles (right) is carrying a GPS. 
Extremadura, December 2017. 
 
To ring cranes, it is necessary to capture chicks once they have grown big enoughto 
wear rings, or even capture immature birds, or moulting adults that can be caught while 
they are flightless. 
In late spring 2017 two groups of Spanish collaborators helped with ringing cranes in 
Poland, where they use an alphanumeric code for their birds. 
 

 
Polish and Spanish teams catching adult cranes for ringing in Poland, spring 2017. 
José Mª García 
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A crane moulting remiges, Poland, June 2017 

 
Alphanumeric code used in Poland, 2017 
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Ringed cranes seen in Campo Arañuelo, Cáceres, by Manuel Flores Cid, 2017/18 
 

 
This leucistic crane spent the entire winter at Peraleda de la Mata, Cáceres. 
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3- AUTUMN MIGRATION OF THE 
COMMON CRANE (Grus grus) 2017.  
 
At the beginning of the new migration season we collect data for the spring and the first 
movements recorded during the summer in Spain and Europe.  To denote the different 
Spanish provinces, we use the following abbreviations: 
NA: Navarra, G: Gipuzkoa, AR: Araba, BI: Bizkaia; GI: Girona, B: Barcelona, LL: 
Lleida, T: Tarragona, Z: Zaragoza, HU: Huesca, TE: Teruel, V: Valencia, CS: 
Castellón, A: Alacant, IB: Balear Islands, BU: Burgos, VA: Valladolid, ZA: Zamora, SA: 
Salamanca, AV: Ávila, SO: Soria; LR: La Rioja, CT: Cantabria; LE: León SG: Segovia, 
M: Madrid, CU: Cuenca, AB: Albacete, GU: Guadalajara,TO: Toledo, CR: Ciudad Real, 
CC: Cáceres, BA: Badajoz, CO: Córdoba, SE: Sevilla, H: Huelva, CA: Cádiz, MA: 
Málaga, AL: Almería, J: Jaén; MU: Murcia 
 
-4 immature birds stayed at Alboré Pool (HU) during spring and summer: 4 on10/05/17, 
José M. Canudo; 4 19/05/17, Francisco Quesada; 4 30/05/17, José M. Canudo; 2 
06/07/17, Francisco Quesada and Kees Wourtensen; 5 05/08/17, Francisco Quesada. 
-15/04/17: 1 second-year bird at Zorita (CC) Rob Sjouken. 
-24/05/17: 2 birds at Puebla del Río (SE) Juan Matutano 
-01/08/17:The first breeding by a pair of cranes in Spain is confirmed in Doñana 
National Park. The free-flying adults were born in La Cañada de los Pájaros, La Puebla 
del Río (SE). More information: www.grusextremadura.org 
“Doñana”,the first crane born in the wild in Spain, photo: Francisco Jamardo 

 
 

http://www.grusextremadura.org/
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-21/08/17: 36 cranes at Lac du Der (France) LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
-15/08/17: 2 birds at Sotonera (HU) José M. Canudo. 
-22/08/17:first gatherings in the centre and north of Europe: 1,880 in Warta National 
Park (Poland); 2,430 at Hornborga Lake (Sweden), Våstergötlands Ornitologiska 
Förening. 
-24/08/17: 3,010 at Hornborga Lake, 40 birds at Lac du Der (France) Antoine Cubaixo. 
-29/08/17: 300 birds observed migrating over Tafalla (NA) Eva Miqueleiz. 
-31/08/17:Around 20 flying to the west of Navalmoral de la Mata (CC) Charo Feria 
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-01/09/17: 4,399 birds in Ujscie Warty National Park(Poland). 
-02/09/17:Several groups are observed flying over Navalcán reservoir, Cazalegas, 18 
over Velada plains (TO), David Serrano. Information from ARDEIDAS Group.  
50 migrating over Charente (France) LPO. 
-03/09/17: 66 in flight, Valdecañas (TO) Ángela Casitas (ARDEIDAS); 26 over 
Manzanares River (M) Anastasio Benito (ARDEIDAS ) 
-05/09/17: 5,410 at Hornborga (Sweden); about 40 at San Rafael de Olivenza (BA) 
Pedro Bautista. 
-07/09/17: 47 at Lac du Der (France) Antoine Cubaixo. 
-08/09/17: 3,800 in the Rügen area (Germany) Kranichschutz Deutschland; 6,100 at 
Hornborga (Sweden). 
 
 

 
Crane movements between 1 and 9 September 2017 
 
-11/09/17: 5,800 birds at Hornborga (Sweden). 
16 pairs bred in Holland, producing just 9 chicks.  Bad weather caused a significant 
nest failure, similar to what happened in some areas of Germany. 
-12/09/17: 100+ birds at Lac du Der (France) LPO. 
-14/09/17: 8,840 cranes at Hornborga Lake, Lotta Berg. 
-15/09/17: 5,499 at Warta NP (Poland) Arkadiusz Broniarek. 
-16/09/17: 9,330 in the Darβ-Zingster Boddenkette region and Rügen Island 
(Germany). Kranichschutz Deutschland; 13,300 migrating at Ylöjäri, Tampere (Finland) 
Pekka Mustakaillo; 180 at Lac du Der (France) LPO Champagne/Ardenne. 
-18/09/17: 11,480 at Hornborga Lake (Sweden) Våstergötlands Ornitologiska Förening; 
23 migrating south-westward over Buzenol (Luxemburgo), Bernard Calembert; 20,586 
at Kvismaren (Sweden) Kvismaren Bird Observatory 
-19/09/17: 50 cross the Pyrenees over El Moncayo (HU) Alberto.  
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Groups are seen migrating over Helsinki (Finland) where large-scale migration has 
already begun  
-20/09/17:4 cranes are still at Sotonera (HU) Francisco Quesada; 23 migrating over 
Somport (HU) SEO/Aragón. 
-25/09/17: 1 in Gorbea dehesa, Navalvillar de Pela (BA) Ángel Sánchez 
17,950 at Hornborga Lake, 24,181 at Kivismaren (Sweden). 
-26/09/17: 2,000 at Rügen (Germany). NABU. 
-28/09/17: 11,400 at Hornborga Lake (Sweden); the first 7 cranes arrive at Hula Lake, 
Hula Valley (Israel). 
-29/09/17: 5,000 at Galenbecker (Germany) NABU. 
-01/10/17: 10,000+ at Maatsalu (Estonia) Estonian Nature Tours. 
-02/10/17: 1 at Deltebre (T) Gonzalo Deán. 
-03/10/17: 300 at Hula Lake, (Israel) Agamon Hula. 

Cranes in the Hula Valley, Israel.Photo Yossi Eshbol 
 
-04/10/17: 55 migrating over Alcorcón and 100 over Navalcarnero (M) Jose L. de la 
Cruz (ARDEIDAS); 15 over Moratalaz (M) Pilar Manzanares. 
-05/10/17:2 migrating through the Roncal Valley (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 7 at Sotonera 
(HU) Juan C. Albero. 
5,500 cranesat Hornborga Lake (Sweden).3,000 are censussed at Hula in the morning. 
Agamon Hula (Israel) 
-06/10/17: 2 migrating over Logroño (LR) Diego Benavides; 15 at Monroy (CC) Gala 
Lligoña;  
10,000 cranes at Rügen (Germany) NABU. 
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-07/10/17: 2 migrating to the south of Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona; 5 flying over 
Albacete, Rafael Torralba; 21 migratingover Talavera de la Reina (TO) Ángel Soto 
(ARDEIDAS). 
5,106 in Warta Mouth NP (Poland).The first movements towards the southwest of 
Marburg (Germany) begin, Martín Kraft. 
 

 
Migration in Spain for the period 11 September to8 October 
 
-09/10/17:200 migrating at 18:30h over Vinarós y Benicarló (CS), Deborah Fandos, 
Juan A. Muyas; nocturnal passage over Alsasua (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona. 
 5,106 in Warta Mouth NP (Poland); at Lac du Der (France) 4, 29 and 37 cranes arrive, 
Antoine Cubaixo; only 92 cranes remain at Hornborga Lake (Sweden), Hornborgason 
Falsterbo 
-10/10/17: 25 birds migrating over Calahorra (LR) at 08:30h, Santi Peña. 
60 over Lande Hillan, Belin-Beliet, Aquitaine (SW France) Joackim Dufour 
-11/10/17: 900 arrive at Lac du Der (France) LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
-12/10/17: 4 at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Paloma Iglesias; 6 migrating over 
Guadajoz River (CO), John Campbell. 
13 over Boutougne, Saint-Martín D' Artunset, Michel Carmagne and 15 over Le Moulin, 
Vignes  Aquitaine (SW France), Benoit Matteo, Loup, Patricia Moinet; the first 10 
cranes arrive at Arjuzanx reserve (France); Patrick Dulau;  some 100,000 are counted 
in the northeast of Germany, NABU. 
-13/10/17: 20 migrating over Guadalope Riverin Ladriñán (TE) Luis Torrijo; 1 at 
Veguilla lagoon, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Pedro Bustamante. 
-14/10/17:about 60 migrating over Ripodas (NA); 3 at Casas de Hito and 1 by the 
Canal de las Dehesas, Madrigalejo  (CC), Miguel Muñoz. 
15,000 are counted in the Biebrza River NP (Poland) 
-15/10/17: 15 migrating overthe Sierra de Lares (BA) Jose M. Díaz; 20 at Pitillas lagoon 
(NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 3 at Deltebre (T) Lluis Gustamante; 1 at Salguero de Juarro 
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(BU) Diego Santamaría;  15 over S. Martín de la Virgen del Moncayo (SO); Victoriano 
Carrillo. 
Over 78,000 cranes in Hortobagy NP (Hungary) 
 

 
Migration in Spain, week 9-15 October 
 
-16/10/17: 22 over Alfaro woods (LR) Raquel Pisabarro; two groups of 20 in the same 
area, Andrés Armendáriz; 300+ cross Navarra in the afternoon, Jesús M. Lekuona et 
al.; fluid passage over Valdeprados (SG) Rafael Vicente. 
191 flying over Organbidexka (France) LPO Aquitaine. 
-17/10/17: 7 at Hoyo lagoon, El Oso (AV) José M. García, where 31 individuals (4 
juveniles) arrive at night to roost, Juan R. Cuervo;  3 at Zarza de Granadilla (CC) Hugo 
Sánchez; 6 at Radona (SO) Alberto Cruz; 50 over Velilla de Jiloca (Z) María Torres; 19 
at Gallocanta (Z/TE) S.A.R.G.A.; 13 at Navalvillar de Pela (BA) Manuel Gómez. 
Migration over Lindus (France) Lindus Migration Project 
-18/10/17: 6 in flight, Valverde de Leganés (BA) Agustín; 32 roost at Hoyo lagoon, El 
Oso (AV) José M. García.; 25 over Pamplona (NA) Haritz Sarasa. 
Over 3,500 cranes already counted at Lac du Der (France) LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
-19/10/17: 10 over Salamanca, Joaquín del Castillo; more than 100 over Monreal, Elorz 
Valley (NA) David Mikeleiz; 22 flying over Vegas Altas (BA), José Ruiz; 6 migrating 
over Peñaranda de Bracamonte (SA) Néstor Conde; 10 at Honda lagoon (GU) Marcelo 
Quesada; 6 at Borbollón reservoir, Santibáñez el Alto (CC) Goyo Naharro; 25 flying 
over Alfaro (LR) Borja Pérez;2 at night over Caminreal (TE), 13 arrive at 21:00h at 
Gallocanta (Z/TE) Jaime Sebastián; 40 flying near Mérida (BA) Francisco Lopo, 
another 18 are seen in the same area, Lucas Navareño; 49 going over Trasmoz (NA) 
Oscar Castán; 10 at Riolobos weir (SA) Joaquín del Castillo; 36, 7 and 108at Tablas de 
Daimiel (CR);32 at Campillo de Dueñas (GU) Marcelo Quesada.Over 500 flying over 
Lindus (France) and more than 50,000 leaveGermany on migration (NABU). 
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-20/10/17: 15 between Pedro Muñoz (CR) and Toboso (TO) Noelia Alfaro; more than 
200 migrating over theSierra de Ibertoiti, Lumbier (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 30 birds (1 
juvenile) at Borbollón reservoir, Santibáñez el Alto (CC) Goyo Naharro; 11 at Puebla de 
Alcollarín (CC) Martin Kelsey; 32 at Palazuelo (BA) Martin Kelsey; 4 birds (1 juvenile) 
atLos Canchales reservoir, Mérida (BA) José A. Román; 2 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz 
Broniarek; 30 at Navalvillar de Pela (BA) Anabel Moreno; 4 flying over Yelbes (BA) 
Encarna Báez; 100 migrating over Cuenca, Arnau Guardia; 40 flying over the A-66 
viaduct, Mérida, Grus Extremadura. 
More than 5,000 cranes at dawn atLac du Der (France).75,320 cranes are censussed 
at Hortobagy NP (Hungary). 
-21/10/17: 7 (1 youngster) atSotonera reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada; 4 over 
Pamplona (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 91 at Santa Amalia (BA) José Gómez; 500 
migrating over Torreseca (HU) Jorge Clemente; 49 at Villafáfila (ZA) José San Román; 
14 at Peraleda de la Mata (CC) Manuel Flores; 11 at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) 
Elvira del Viejo; 11 feeding in Madrigal dehesas, Villanueva y Valverde de la Vera (CC) 
Dave Langlois; 10 at Aznalcázar (SE) Jose.A. Sarryn; 10 at the José A. Valverde 
Visitor centre, Doñana NP (SE) Amin Khalifa; 
More than 10,000 roost atLac du Der, LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
-22/10/17: 48 roost at Rosarito reservoir (TO) Pedro Yubero; 443 and 68 migrating over 
Ventas de Retamosa (TO) José M. Traverso; 2 at Quinto de Ebro (Z) Francisco 
Quesada; 4 at La Aldea del Obispo (CC) Neil Renwick; 5 in Arguedas rice fields  (NA) 
Jesús M Lekuona; 40 over Yelbes (BA) José A. Sánchez; 6 near the Robledo bridge, 
Talayuela (CC) Oscar Llama; 3 over Las Águilas de Mijas (MA) view point searching 
for the sea, Blas López; 2 at Entregaderas lagoon, Zorita de la Frontera (SA) Néstor 
Conde; 4 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 50 over Buendía (CU) Antonio 
Rodríguez; 2 at Moheda Alta (BA) José A. Sánchez; 34 at Los Canchales reservoir 
(BA) José A. Román; 2 at Pizarro (CC) Natalia Franco; 419 at Valdepalacios, 
Navalvillar de Pela (BA) José A. Sánchez; 20 over El Vicario (CR) Aníbal de la Beldad; 
30 at Torre Abraham reservoir (CR) Francisco Zamora; 12 roost atSotonera reservoir 
(HU) Francisco Quesada, Kees Wourtensen; 2 at Güialguerrero lagoon (Z) Sabi 
Martínez; 7 in Guadalperal dehesa, Torrefresneda (BA) Fergus Crystal; 4 at Portaje 
reservoir (CC) Raúl Granados; 4 in Galisteo rice fields (CC) Javier Prieta; 5 in Miralrío 
Nature Reserve(M) Gustavo López, Elena Baonza, Juan C. Hidalgo, 6 at El Robledo, 
Losar de la Vera (CC) Pepe Guisado. 
More than 10,000 cranesin the Rügen area (Germany), 1 juvenile in Cyprus; 18,000 
are censussed at Lac du Der (France) LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
 



Phenology & Distribution of the Common Crane (Grus grus) in Spain 2017/18 

 

José A. Román Álvarez (coordinator) 
 Page29 
 

 
Migration in Spain, week 16-22 October 
 
-23/10/17: 2 at Majanos lagoon, Setiles (GU), Antonio Torrijo; 2 at La Encomienda (BA) 
Juan P. Prieto; 2 at Arroyoconejos reservoir, Llerena (BA) José L. Bautista; 8 at 
Almodóvar reservoir, Facinas (CA) James Poling; 15 migrating overthe Doñana 
marshes (SE) Martijn van der Neut; 2 in Galisteo rice fields (CC) Sergio Mayordomo. 
-24/10/17: 413 roost at Cubilar reservoir (CC) José A. Román, Elisabet Waldenströn, 
Ola Lindahl; 14 at Muriel, Madrigalejo (CC), 3 (1 youngster) at Fernando V (CC), 22 at 
Palazuelo (BA), 94 in flight at Puebla de Alcollarín (BA) José A. Román; 22 at Casa 
Hitos (BA), 58 at Vegas Altas (BA) Manuel Gómez; 8 go to roost at El Hoyo lagoon 
(AV), 400 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al; 25 at Fuente de Piedra (MA) Todor 
Todorov; 35 at Isla Mayor (SE) Martijn van der Neut; 1 at Som Saura, Menorca (IB) 
Román Piris; 15 migrating over Isla Mayor (SE) Martijn van der Neut; 6 at La Garrovilla 
(BA) Fergus Crystal. 
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5,027 in Warta NP (Poland); 5 at Ouarzazate (Marruecos) Mikel Etxebarría;  
-25/10/17: 4 migrating over lsla del Aire, Menorca (IB) Emili Garriga; 13 over Porqueres 
(GI) Gerad Dalmau; 25 over Almazán (SO) Jorge Sanz; 1 at Brazo del Este (SE) José 
M. Lubián. 
54,229 in Havelland (Germany) NABU. 
-26/10/17: 1 at Mojacar (AL) Rai Martín; 3 at Majanos lagoon, Setiles (GU) Antonio 
Torrijo; 94 arrive at 13:50h at Borbollón reservoir, Santibáñez el Alto (CC) Goyo 
Naharro; 40 migrating over La Muela (Z) Ricardo Pérez; 8 migrating over the small 
Salada pool near Alcañíz (TE) Juan L. Muñoz; 20 migrating over Mataró (B) Héctor 
Andino; 40 over Folgueroles (B) Ramón Bacells; 60 at Gallocanta (Z/TE) harassed by a 
golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) Antonio Torrijo; 30 at Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés 
Armendáriz; 15 at El Hoyo lagoon(AV) Víctor Coello; 9 over Vila-Sana (LL) Xavier 
Parra; 331 flying over Lindus (NA) Lindus Migration Project; 42 over Argentona (B) 
Carlos López; 5 over San Sebastián (G) Carlos Monzón; 262 flying over Somport (HU) 
SEO-Aragón. 
254 in Arjuzanx Nature Reserve (France) Patrick Dulau. 
-27/10/17: 11 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 100 over Arguedas (NA) Jesús M. 
Lekuona; 16 at Valdivia (BA) Manuel Gómez; 50 over Caspe (HU) Conchi Escanilla; 60 
over Huarte (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 9 at Villafranca del Crespo (TE) Marcelo; 5 
atCañizar Lagoon (TE) Fernando Salas; 37 over Estanca reservoir, Alcañíz (TE) Luis 
Salafranca, Juan L. Muñoz; 17 at the small lagoon at Villafranca de los Caballeros (TO) 
M. Carmen Comendador; 2 at Villacañas (TO) Noelia Alfaro; 20 over Los Yébenes 
(TO) Daniel Merino; 60 at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Antonia Cangas; 43 arrive at 
Sotonera reservoir (HU) at 18:35h Silvia Duque; 93 over Les Presses (GI) Albert 
Alonso; 72 crossing over Somport (HU) SEO-Somport; 70 between Mataró and Vic (B); 
10 over Tarifa (CA) Andrés de la Cruz; 3 over theRiver Ambroz, Zarza de Granadilla 
(CC) Hugo Sánchez; 8 at Tabla de Alarcos (CR) Miguel A. Díaz; 214 over Ladrones 
Peak (HU) Marco A. Escudero. 
-28/10/17: 36 roosted at the big lagoon at Villacañas (TO) and 25 flew over Villafranca 
de los Caballeros (TO) Ángel Velasco; 17 at La Janda (CA) Andy Patterson; 45 over 
Taravilla (GU) Uge Fuertes; 173 at Arguedas (NA) Ander Txokarro; 4 at La Pitillas 
lagoon (NA) Jesús Ruiz; 100 migrating over Riglos (HU) Manolo; 200 at Sotonera 
reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada; 70 over Tarazona (Z) Javier Alcón; more than 
1,000 going over Trasmoz (Z) Óscar Castán; several groups are seen migrating over 
La Almunia de Doña Godina (Z) Pablo; 284 cross at Portalet (HU) and 1,257 cross at 
Somport (HU), the passage continuing over night, SEO-Aragón; 1 over Villarreal de 
San Carlos (CC) Cristina Giner; passage over El Pelayo (CA) David Barrios; 15 over 
Viladecans (B) Joan C. Bellido; 150 over Sant Joan les Fonts (GI) Albert Alonso; 140 
over Perafita (B) Ramón Baucells; 1 lost bird over Sadaba (HU) Ignacio Arrospide; 42 
over Urdaibai (BI) Urdaibai Bird Centre; over night arrival at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Eva 
Gascón;  64 over Calatayud (Z) Javier Blasco; 83 over Selva de Oza (HU) Sergio 
Paduro; 34 over Molló (GI) Joan Vidal; 15 over Viladecans (B) Joan C. Bellido; 4 at 
Deltebre (T) Mayca Martí; 5,200 cranes cross over Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al; 3 
over Linyola (LL) Arnau Bonan; 2 over La Seu d'Urgell (LL) Quim Minoves; 1 at 
Navaseca lagoon (CR) Ismael Romero; 1 over La Granja (CC) Fernando Aranguren; 
26 in Tablas de Daimiel NP (CR) Javier Barón, Ismael Romero; 86 over Villar del Olmo 
(M) Juan C. Del Moral; 18 at Cazalegas reservoir (TO) Christophe Portegnie; 800 
migrating over Buendía reservoir (CU) Ricardo Rodríguez; Fernando Alonso; 31 over 
Moro Marsh (CS) Gregorio Chaguaceda; 13 over Casas de Jorda (V) José del Rey; 1 
over La Pineta reservoir (HU) Aitor Mora; 55 over Sierra de Laina (HU) Aitor Mora; 3 at 
Valverde de Leganés (BA) Nicolás Pírez; 200 migrating by night over Cabezabellosa 
(CC) Francisco Espinosa; 80 over Sobrón reservoir (LR) Lidia Roncero; 20 at Cabo de 
Gata salt pans (AL) Manuel Sánchez;30 at Portaje Reservoir (CC) Raúl Granados;      
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3 over Mas de Melons (LL) Arnau Bonau, Charles Davies, 120 over Arguedas (NA) 
Ander Txokarro; 919 over CausiatPeak (HU) Marco A. Escudero. 
-29/10/17: Group of cranes migrating at 05:00h over Pago de San Clemente (C) Martín 
Kelsey; 4,600 roosted at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo and they began to leave on 
migration at 10:30h, leaving only around 100 birds. New groups continued to arrive in 
the afternoon.They also left Sotonera reservoir (HU) at the same time, Silvia Duque, 
Jorge Groo, Francisco Quesada; 60 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco, 72 at Moheda Alta 
(BA) Anabel Moreno; 200 migrating south over Navarrra, Jesús M. Lekuona; 57 arrive 
at 11:27h Moheda Alta (BA) Anabel Moreno; 114 at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Jorge Leonor; 
30 over Boadilla del Monte (M) Ángel; 10and 30 over Aranjuez (SG) Manuel 
Hernández; 100 at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Francisco Montaño, Lorenzo 
Alcántara, Antonio Núñez, Elvira del Viejo; 6 over Jarandilla (CC) Sofía Moreno; 17, 18 
and 8 over Don Álvaro (BA) Fergus Crystal; 20 over Madrid, Javier Gayo; 51 over Pago 
de San Clemente (CC) Martín Kelsey; 10 over Montánchez (CC) Sergio Pérez; 24 over 
Trujillo (CC) Jesús Porras; 200 over San Pablo de los Montes (CR) Ángel Velasco; 318 
in five groups over the River Tajo in Toledo, passage continuing with: 78, 67, 107, 44, 
81, 6, 24, 38, 100, 61, 110, 35, 100, 45, 23, 60 and 20; 7 migrating over Alcázar de 
San Juan (CR) M. Carmen Villa; groups of 35, 14, 35, 25, 50, 42, 49, 44, 95, 20, 8, 56, 
7, 90, 60 and 80 arrive at La Torre de Abraham reservoir (CR) Gerardo García; 100 
over Zaragoza, Ricardo Pérez; migration over Plasencia (CC) Fernando Mateo; 20 
migrating over Madrid, Sara Cabezas; 9 at La Atalaya (CC) Samuel Hernández; 19 at 
Fuente de Piedra (MA) Antonio Román; 300 and 97 arrive to roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) 
Antonio Torrijo; 5 at San Salvador reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada; 120 arrive at 
Sotonera reservoir (HU) Esther Yera; 4 between Belalcázar and Hinojosa (CO) Juan 
M. Sánchez; 25 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 105 and 27 at Cazalegas 
reservoir (TO) Christophe Portegnie; 11 over Golosa Pass (SA) Raúl Granados; 8 over 
Plasencia (CC) Sergio Mayordomo; 23 at Estanco lagoon, Oliva de Plasencia (CC) 
Fernando Aranguren, 29 at Ahigal reservoir (CC) Fernando Aranguren; 86 at Villafáfila 
(ZA) Jaimee N'ast; 71 over Brunete (M) Luis Carretero; 70 over Boadilla del Monte (M) 
Carlos Ponve; 155 over Alique (GU) Ricardo Rodríguez; 94 at Manjavacas lagoon (CU) 
Vanessa Brito; 4 at the Guadiato reservoir, Fuente Obejuna (CO) Miguel Corvillo; 470 
in several groups over Navalucillos (TO) José V. Oropesa; 2 at Cañas lagoon (NA) 
José Carlos; 6 circling over Rena (BA) Juan J. Ferrero; 1 at El Prat de Llobregat (B)  
Toñi Fernández; 50 over Toronja (GU) Mikel Etxebarria; 5 over Sta. María de Trasierra 
and arrive at night at Sierra Boyera reservoir (CO) Miguel A. Mesa; 7 roost in the River 
Tinto (H) José M. Méndez; 90 at La Janda (CA) Yerai Seminario, 8 at Corta de 
Olivillos, La Puebla del Río (SE) Francisco Chiclana; 22 in Gévora rice fields (BA) 
César Quijada; 7 at Valdesalor reservoir (CC) Carlos Fernández; 12 over Cadalso de 
los Vinos (M) Elena Baonza, Juan C. Hidalgo; 100 migrating over Aldeacentenera (CC) 
Alejandro Palacios; 140 over Quijorna (M) Eugenio Collado; 20 over the River 
Guadarrama, Collado Villalba (M) Andrés Martínez; 90 over Valdecubo (GU) Sergio 
Pérez; 5 at San Salvador reservoir, Binaced (HU) Jesús Lavedán; 50 over Espinal (NA) 
Carlos Monzón; 4 at Aldehuela de Yeltes (SA) Tino Fernández; 2 at Alba de Yeltes 
(SA) Tino Fernández; 3 at Cristo lagoon (SA) Rafael Vicente; several over Hoyo de 
Manzanares (M) Iñaki Méndez; 42 over Illescas (M) Blas Molina; 32 over Cedillo del 
Condado (TO) Blas Molina; several thousand cross Soria, Juan L. Hernández; 15 over 
the Llobregat Delta (B) Arnau Guardia; 4 at Pedrezuelas reservoir, Guadalix de la 
Sierra (M) Benjamín Berdiales; 1,000 over Baztan/Garramendi (NA) Ricardo 
Rodríguez; 7 over Txingudi (G) Itziar Gutiérrez; 1,067 going over Somport and 584 
over Portalet (HU) SEO-Aragón; 10,000 roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 
migration over the Sierra de Madrid; 16 over Marchamalo (M) Carlos M. Paulos; 
significant passage over Almarail (SO); 1,025 migrating over Toledo, Óscar Frías, 
Ángela García. 
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First two cranes over Malta, Natalino Fenech; 12,560 are censussed in the morning at 
Lac du Der (France). 
 

 
Migration map for the week 23-29 October 
 
The week begins with a significant arrival of cranes in the peninsula, peaking on 1 
November.  During this period, huge groups migrate by day and night, so it is difficult to 
quantify the number of birds that arrived.  Nevertheless, we estimate around 150,000 
birds are already in Iberia by the end of the week, 90,295 of them coming through 
Navarra. 
 
-30/10/17: 7 leave the River Tinto dormitory (H) José M. Méndez; 21 over 
Torrefresneda (BA) Antonio M. Sánchez; 2 flying over Sierra de Fuentes (CC) José M. 
Benítez; 140 arrive at Borbollón reservoir (CC) at 11:25h, Goyo Naharro; Central Zone 
(West) of Extremadura (BA): 7 at Yelbes, 601 at Santa Amalia, 37 at Villar de Rena, 
712 at Torviscal, 241 at Palazuelo, José A. Román; Central Zone (East): 4,000 
between Madrigalejo, Logrosán and Navalvillar de Pela, Manuel Gómez; 350+ 
migrating through the Roncal and Lumbier valleys (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 25 flying 
over Pago de San Clemente (CC) Martin Kelsey; 4 over Granja de Torrehermosa (BA) 
Miguel Corvillo; 22 over Zafra (BA) Gustavo Gahete; 58 migrating over Belvís de 
Monroy (CC) Manuel Flores; 24 over Judimendi (AR) Ramón Elósegui; 65 cross at 
Portalet (HU); 236 cross at Somport (HU) SEO-Aragón; 19 over Valverde de Mérida 
(BA) Fátima Romero; 3 at Rosalejo (CC) Javier Rodríguez;19, 27 and other high 
groups over Chapinería (M) Rubén Bautista;4 over Txingudi (G) Martín Larrañaga, 
Itziar Gutiérrez; 2 at Riolobos (CC) Raúl Granados; 115 over the Suroeste Regional 
Park, Salmedina, Rivas Vaciamadrid (M) Óscar Frías; 70 over Calatayud (Z) Manuel 
Díez; 40 over Vall d’en Bas (GI) Marc Peris, 11 over Zarautz (G) Alexander Carriel;      
2 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Rui Caratão; 6 over Ladrones Peak (HU) SEO/Aragón;   
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500 came through the Somport and Portalet passes (HU) SEO-Aragón; between 
21:45h and 23:55h over 3,700 cranes overfly Pamplona, passage through the night, 
Jesús M. Lekuona; 5,770 cross Navarraduring the day, Jesús M.  Lekuona et al. 
1,437 roosted at Arjuzanx Nature Reserve(France) Patrick Dulau. 52,000+ leave 
Germany, Martin Kraft. 
-31/10/17: Passage over Pamplona continues all day and night. 20 go over Moncloa, 
Madrid, Hugo Sánchez; 78 over Pago de San Clemente (CC) Martin Kelsey; 100+ go 
over Irati (NA) Elvira del Viejo; 11 over Torrefresneda (BA) Antonio M. Sánchez; 53 
and 101 go over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés de la Torre, 9 over Toledo, José V. 
Oropesa; 6 over Sancti Spiritus (SA) Rafael Vicente; 50 over Begues (B) Rafael 
González; 40 and 30 over Valdebernardo (M) Iraida Redondo; 11 over Bolea (HU) 
Antonio Arnal; 18 over the River Tajo in Toledo, Fernando Chamizo; 775 over Sotos de 
Alfaro (LR) Andrés Armendáriz; 100 over Calahorra (LR) Jesús Ucha; 130 over 
Calahorra hospital (LR) Luis Lopo; 100 over Antol (LR) Sito de la Torre; 2 large groups 
circling over Ágreda (SO) José M. Hernández, continual passage over several places 
in Soria: Almazán, Lubia, Soria, Abioncillo, Almarail, Juan L. Hernández; 25 over Alfaro 
Manuel Martínez; nocturnal passage over Tres Cantos (M) Sofía Moreno; 230 over 
Oyón (LR) Javier Robles; 25 over Abioncillo (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 8 over La Puerta 
del Sol, Madrid, Adolfo Rodríguez; 1,500+ arrive in the Central Zone of Extremadura, 
Manuel Gómez; passage over Carabaña (M) Iraida Redondo; 230 in 3  groups over El 
Salobral de Pradejón (LR) Jorge Ezquerro; 1,000+ roost at Borbollón reservoir (CC) 
Goyo Naharro; 3,000+ migrating to the west of El Moncayo (SO) Isaac Colliga; 
passage to the south of Madrid is observed, 16 over Marchamalo (M) Carlos M Paulos; 
53 over Torrelavega (CT) towards Cabezón de la Sal, Tirso Cabezón; 30 over Sant 
Fost de Campsentelles (B) Josep Bel; active migration over Segovia is observed, 
Rafael Vicente; 21 over Abioncillo de Calatañazor (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 72 over 
Rivas Vaciamadrid (M) Javier Peñalba; 28 over Leganés (M) Ricardo Rodríguez; 300 
over Las Rozas (M) David Ordoñez; 77 in three groups over Trujillo (CC) Carmen 
Pérez;  more than 10,000 roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) although they continue to arrive 
during the night, Antonio Torrijo; nocturnal passage over the Plaza de Castilla in 
Madrid, Sofía Moreno; 34,610 are counted going over Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et 
al; 2 at Santa Pola (A) Jacobo Ramos, Sergio Arroyo. 
35,000+ are censussed at Lac du Der (France) LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
-01/11/17: Passage over Vitoria/Gasteiz (AR) Íñigo Navas; 15,000 at dawn,  Gallocanta 
(Z/TE) José M. Pueyo, 1,500 at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada, 457 at 
Honda lagoon (GU) Antonio Torrijo and 5,800 at Monteagudo de las Vicarías reservoir 
(SO) Juan L. Hernández; 24 over Alange (BA) José Leal; 57 over Ventas de Retamosa 
(M) José M Traverso; 32 over Alange (BA) Agustín Giraldo; 2 in flight at Valverde pond, 
Villanueva de la Serena (BA), Manuel Maximiano; 30 over Cuerva (TO) José V. 
Oropesa; 70 over Salobral del Pedrejón (LR) Jorge Ezquerro; 120 at La Janda(CA) 
Arkadiusz Broniarek; 1 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Sito de la Torre; 100 flying over 
Lobón (BA) Paloma Iglesias; 12 over Almendralejo (BA) Luis Salguero; 78 at 
Villacañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; 1,140 in three groups over Alfaro (LR) Andrés 
Armendáriz (these birds must have come from the nearby Pitillas lagoon (NA) where 
1,200 cranes roosted), Jesús M. Lekuona; 30 over Alfaro (LR) David Mazuelas; 111 
over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés de la Torre; 150 over Mazaramboz (TO) José V. 
Oropesa; 150 over Valgañón dehesa (LR) Óscar Zuazo; cranes begin to leave 
Gallocanta at 12.00h, Antonio Torrijjo; 44 over Cornalvo Natural Park (BA) Jesús 
Valiente; 1,200 arrive at Los Guadalperales (BA) Paloma Iglesias; 90 over Jarandilla 
de la Vera (CC) Sofía Moreno; 34 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 30 over Zorita de la 
Frontera (SA) Néstor Conde; 550 migrating over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés 
Armendáriz; 70 over Quel (LR) David Mazuelas; 4 over Alfaro (LR) Andrés de la Torre; 
migrants arrive at Moheda Alta (BA) Paloma Iglesias; 30 over Jarandilla de la Vera 
(CC) Sofía Moreno; passage over Cañas, Viana (NA) José Carlos; 200 over the River 
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Tiétar (CC) Carlos Palacín, Óscar Llama; 100+ over Tarazona (Z) Felipe Rosado; 147 
over Sierra de los Zapateros (AV) José M. García; 9 over La Portilla del Tiétar, 
Monfragüe (CC) Óscar Llama; 120 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 18 and 80 over 
Mediano (LR) and 30+ over Cabretón floodplain (LR) Michel Marín; 100 over Soria, 
Verónica Aza; family group with 2 young at Villalba reservoir (BA) José Leal; 300 over 
Jalón (LR) Rubén; 115 over Berceo (LR) Eduardo Miera; 125 over Valverde de 
Leganés (BA) Nicolás Pírez; 48 in Alcántara dehesa (CC) Manuel Flores; 27 on 
Valverde de Leganés plains (BA) Nicolás Pírez; 80 over Arnedo (LR) Michel Marín; 74 
over Zorita de la Frontera (SA) Néstor Conde; 100 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 330 
(30 juveniles) at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Víctor Coello; 30 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 
1,340 over Alfaro(LR) Andrés Armendáriz; 5,758 counted between Santa Amalia and 
Palazuelo (BA) José A. Román; 300 at Manjavacas lagoon (CU) Mota del Cuervo, 
Jesús Porrero; 7 over Fuenlabrada(M) Félix Arriba; 1 juvenile on the ground, El Prat de 
Llobregat (B) , Jaume Bartra; Carlos Nos; Jaroa López; 12 over Torres del Segre (T) 
Javier Subirats; 125 over Zarautz (G) Eneko Azkua; 112 over Txingudi (G) José F. 
Esparcia; 1,000 migrating over Aia, Altzerri valley (G) Héctor González; 11 at Valverde 
de Leganés (BA) Nicolás Pírez; several groups going over Talamanca del Jarama (M) 
Adolfo Rodríguez; 56 in flight,Valdesalor reservoir (CC) Francisco J. Caballero; 7 at 
Valdesequera, Badajoz, José L. Vinagre; 7 over Alosno (H) Argantonio Tartesso; 4 at 
Brazo del Este (SE) Vicent Esteller; Carlos Gutiérrez; 6 in La Llosa rice fields (CS) 
Jorge Pérez; 1 in Moro marsh (CS) Miguel A. Gómez; 200 in Selgua rice fields (NA) 
Jesús Lavedán 29 over Portalet (HU) Héctor Bintanel; 139 at La Zolina pool (NA) 
Jesús M. Lekuona; 21 over San Sebastián (G) Carlos Monzón; 2 over Errentería-
Oiartzun (G) Alejandro H. Rodríguez; 38 and 40 over Txingudi (G) Nekane García, 
Itziar Gutiérrez; 1 at Cicero, Sollagua (CT) Jesús Menéndez; 18 over la Bureba (BU) 
César Díez; 180 over the River Tirón valley (BU) César Díez; passage over Lezquiza 
reservoir (BU) José Ronedo; 168 over Quintanila del Agua (BU) Israel Yáñez; 60 over 
Burgos, Francisco Hernasanz, Javier Otal, 23 over Cavia (BU) M. Cruz Gutiérrez; 100 
over Salguero de Juarros (BU) Diego Santamaría; 150 over Arcos de Jalón (SO) 
Fernando Chaguaceda; 85 over Gayanejos; (GU) Marc Gálvez; 180 over the Cuenca 
mountains, Tía Perra Natural Park, Fernando Alonso; 250 over Nogal (GU) Guillermo 
González; 63 over Nuevo Baztán (M) Juan C. Del Moral; 35 over Arganda del Rey (M) 
Gustavo López; 28 over Parque de la Música (M) Gustavo López; passage over 
Valdebebas (M) Pablo de la Nava; passage over Moraleja de Enmedio (M) Arturo M de 
Mera; 6 over El Escorial (M) Benjamín Berdiales; 40 over Quijorna (M) Eugenio 
Collado; 27 over Las Rozas (M) José M. Gálvez; 157 over Castro de Ulaca (AV) José 
M. García; 18 over Zorita de los Molinos (AV) Joaquín Mayo; 23 over Las Berlonas 
(AV) Joaquín Mayo; 154 over Peromingo (SA) Fernando Aranguren; 64 at Portaje 
reservoir (CC) Raúl Granados, Julián Cabello; 35 in Galisteo rice fields (CC) and 17 at 
the nearby lagoon, Sergio Mayordomo; 100 over Alcobendas (M) David del Amo; 120 
over Torrejón de Ardoz (M) Basi Jiménez; several hundred over Aranjuez (SG) Manuel 
Hernández; 200+ at Villafáfila (ZA) Dominique Gilbert; 350 over Herce (SO) Carlos 
Deza; 150 over Arcos del Jalón (SO) Fernando Chaguaceda; several birds at 
Castrejón reservoir (TO) Francisco J. Martín.1 over Peñafiel (VA) Rafael Vicente; 154 
over Peromingo (SA) Fernando Aranguren; 80 at La Nava lagoon (P) Francisco J. 
Calvo; 53 over Anguiano (LR); 110 over Ablitas-Peñadol (NA) Gorka Gorospe; 18 over 
Ullibarri-Gamboa reservoir (AR) Íñigo Navas; 38 over Hondarribia (G) David 
Santamaría; 7 over Fuenlabrada (M) Félix Arribas; 67 over Auritz (NA) Juan I. Dean; 
10 over Valenciana de la Concepción (SE) Albert Savijn; 97 over Don Álvaro (BA) 
Fergus Crystal; 2 over Cabezabellosa (CC) Hugo Sánchez; 37 over Santillana 
reservoir (M); 300 in Tablas de Daimiel National Park (CR) Manuel Ruiz; 120 over 
Ateca (Z) Marc Gálvez; 90 over Las Estanquillas reservoir (NA) Gorka Gorospe; 
25,900 going over Lindus (NA); several birds come to roost atNavalespino reservoir 
(CO) Miguel Corvillo; 6,500 roost at Galllocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 120 over Ateca 
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(Z); 39 over Horcajo de Montemayor (SA) Chus Justo; 200 in Selgua rice fields (HU) 
Jesús Lavedán; 800 at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Juan C. Albero; 7,000 going over 
Campillo de Dueñas (GU) Antonio Torrijo; 120 over Ateca (Z) José Guerra, Marc 
Gálvez; 30,694 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al.; 80 over Ezcaray (LR) and 
more overnight, 37 over Santo Domingo (LR) Sebastián Lara. 
7,084 go over Organbidexka (France), Vincent Souillac; 32,600 are censussed at dawn 
at Hula Lake, Agamon Hula; 9 at Évora (Portugal) Carlos M. Cruz; 3 at Dos Patos 
lagoon, Alvito (Portugal) Paulo Doutel. 
-02/11/17: 29 Over El Fresno (AV) Jorge Leonor; 500+ feeding in dehesas at 
Morantes, La Roca de la Sierra (BA) José L. Bautista; 48 over Carabaña (M) Iraida 
Redondo; 39 over Hoyo de Pinares (AV) Rubén Bautista; 89 at Fuente de Piedra (MA) 
Alexandre Justo; 24 over Serones reservoir, River Voltoya (AV) José M. García; 500 
feeding in maize fields, Zarza de Granadilla (CC) Hugo Sánchez; 50 at La Fresnedilla 
reservoir (CC) Hugo Sánchez; 600 in several groups over Gravalos (LR) Sandra Vela; 
16 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Raquel Pisabarro, Ana Flamenco; 35 at La Habilla, Don 
Benito (BA) Ángel Sánchez; 4 at La Aldea del Obispo (CC) Ángel Sánchez; 750+ in 
several groups, between Rincón de Soto and Alfaro (LR) Jesús Ucha; 12 over Alfaro 
(LR) Jesús Ucha; 90 and 190 over La Nava and Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Jesús Ucha; 30 
circling over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 470 and 120 over Yerga (LR) Michel Marín; 40 
migrating over Salamanca, Rafael Vicente; 147 atLa Janda(CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 
43 over Pago de San Clemente (CC) Martín Kelsey; 60  over  Sierra de Fuentes (CC) 
Borja García; 3rd consecutive day of passage over Cabrero, in the Jerte Valley, (CC), 
Francisco Lopo; passage over Montijo (BA) Francisco Lopo; several groups over 
Buendía (CU) Antonio Rodríguez; 190 over Gravato (LR)  Michel Marín; several birds 
at Yelbes (BA) Encarna Báez; 16 at La Nava lagoon (P) Jesús González; 67 over 
Quintanilla del Agua (BU) Israel Yáñez ; 50 over Terrassa (B) Pedro Moreno; 51 over 
Txingudi (G) José F. Esparcia; 60 over Robledillo de Trujillo (CC) Vincent Smith; 200 
over Alfaro (LR) Andrés Armendáriz; 15 over Mirandilla (BA) Ángel Sánchez; 9,000 are 
censussed in theeastern Central Zone (Logrosán, Navalvillar de Pela, Acedera, 
Madrigalejo) Manuel Gómez; 573 (64% juveniles) at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) José M. 
García; 20 Sant Pau de Segùries (GI) Joan Vidal; 34 over San Sebastián (G) Maite 
Laso; passage over Lasarte-Oria (G) José R. Labrador; and over Oñati (G) Iker Novoa; 
5 over the Naveros countryside (CA) Pablo Barrero; 500 at Valdehornillos (BA) Marc 
Gálvez, José Guerra; 15 at Santa Amalia (BA) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 12 at Toril 
Gordo, La Serena (BA) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 5 in the River Guadalefra (BA) Marc 
Gálvez; 400 over Alía and 714 over La Raña at Alía (CC) Jorge Ángel; 5 at Portaje 
reservoir(CC) Raúl Granados; 6 in dehesa at Montehermoso (CC) Iván Gutiérrez; 200 
over Cabañas del Castillo (CC) Guillermo González; 23 over Losar del Barco and 30 
over Carrascalejo (AV) Roberto Fernández; 32 over Vallecas (M) Blas Molina; 18 over 
Madrid, Benito Sancho; 136 over Velilla de San Antonio (M) Gustavo López; 238 at 
Velilla lagoon (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 2,300 in Tablas de Daimiel National Park (CR) 
Darío; 50 over the River Lobos canyon (SO) Javier Hernández; 60 over Cornalvo (BA) 
Natural Park, Agapito J. Verde; 500 at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Silvia Rey; 60 over La 
Garrovilla (BA) Javier Montero; 35 over Las Herrerías junction (CC) Gerardo Pizarro; 
25 atLa Nava lagoon (P) Juan L. Hernández;  4 over Bernedo (AR) Gonzalo Gorospe; 
2 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Mario Navarro; 5,032 roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Francisco 
J. Sampietro; 175 over Elkoaz (NA) Yanina Maggiotto, Gorka Gorospe; 10,720 go over 
Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al. 
11,351 are censussed at dawn Arjuzanx (France) Patrick Dulau; 25 migrating over 
Cyprus, Cyprus Wildlife Tour 
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-03/11/17: 10,000 at dawn at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Javier Sampietro; 21 migrating over 
Ávila, José M. García; 32 migrating over Feria (BA) José Leal; 93 and 80 over Nalda 
(LR) Pablo Tascón; 11 over Don Benito (BA) Antonio M. Sánchez; 30 roosted at El 
Paredón reservoir, Campanario (BA) Manuel Maximiano; 5,000 slept at Monteagudo 
de las Vicarías reservoir (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 8 over Medina del Campo (VA), 120 
over Mingorría (AV) and 85 over Ávila, Fernando Jubete; 28 at Campazo lagoon (CC) 
Neil Renwick; 39 over Albelda (LR) Pablo Tascón; 27 over Las Navas del Marqués 
(AV) Pedro Abati; 60 over Ávila, José M. García; 12 at Las Merinillas (BA) Marc 
Gálvez; 37 over Parla (M) José Gómez; 48 over Las Rozas (M) Javier Rubio, 82 over 
Aibar-Izco (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 168 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés de la Torre; 
3 over Villarta de los Montes (BA) Paloma Iglesias; 24 over Villafranca de los 
Caballeros (TO) M Carmen Villa; 111 over Tres Cantos (M) Rubén Moisés; 236 go 
over Somport (HU) SEO/Aragón; 120 over Altzo (G) Maite Laso; 8 over Villariezo (BU) 
Diego Santamaría; 1 at Sentiz lagoon (LE) Rafael Díez; 14 over Talavera la Real (BA) 
Gerardo Pizarro; 300 atCastrejón reservoir (TO) José L. Gallego; 8 over Alto la Varga 
(BU) Diego Santamaría;620 roost atSotonera reservoir (HU) Kees Wourtensen; 5,000 
roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 2 at Cachón gravel pit, Coria (CC) Raul 
Granados; 60 over Valdetorres de Jarama (M) Luis Carretero; 5 over El Raso lagoon 
(VA) José M. Onrubia; 150 at Oropesa (TO) Guillermo González; 12 at Las Merinillas, 
Valverde de Leganés (BA), Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 300 migrating over 
Ramacastaña (AV) Guillermo González; 5,622 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona; 11 
over Arrocampo (CC) Dani Elson;1 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Michel Dr  Schminke; 51 
over Trujillo (CC) Carmen Pérez-Aloe; 180 at Talaván reservoir (CC) Dani Elson; 3 at 
Longar lagoon (TO) Oscar Frías, Ángela García; 1 over the dry riverbed of the Albujón 
(MU) Antonio Fuentes. 
40 to the north of Évora, 170 near Juromenha and 14 in Caía marsh (Portugal) Jorge 
Safara; 1 at Volubilis (Marruecos) E.M. Gamin 
-04/11/17: 350 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés Armendáriz; 178 over Alfaro (LR) 
Andrés de la Torre; 10 cross the Straits from Zahara de los Atunes (CA) Arkadiusz 
Broniarek; Liiva, one of the Estonian cranes carrying a GPS, arrives at Gallocanta; 100 
at Quinto de Ebro (Z) Manuel Sánchez; 100 in dehesas at Cuncos (BA) Alfonso Pérez; 
70 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Sito de la Torre; family of three at Hervías lagoon (LR) 
Ignacio Gómez; Lidia Roncero; 8 over Valdegastea (LR) Ana García; 55 at Alagón (Z) 
José L. Rivas; 3 in flight, Isla Cristina (H) José M. Méndez; 1,100 atSotonera reservoir 
(HU) Pablo Vallés; 10 over Brazo de la Torre, Doñana Biological Station (SE) Juan 
Matutano; 5,000 at Monteagudo de las Vicarías reservoir (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 4 
over Mahave (LR) Gonzalo Martínez; 3 flocks over Buendía (CU) Antonio Rodríguez; 
around 2,400 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona; 2,073 roost at Peña Hueca lagoon 
(TO) Ángel Velasco; 2,063 inTablas de Daimiel National Park (CR), Luis Carretero; 500 
at La Veguilla lagoon (CR), Fernando Alonso; 150 in Arguedas rice fields (NA) Ander 
Txokarro; 85 over Leganés (M) Alfredo Mirat; 1,103 roost on the north shore of 
Valdecañas reservoir (CC) Manuel Flores; 11 over El Raso lagoon (VA) José M. 
Onrubia; 1,849 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona. 
268 at Herdade do Camoeira, Évora (Portugal) Jorge Safara. 
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Migration of Estonian cranes, up to 03/11/17. Aivar Leito. 
 
-05/11/17: 71 over the big lagoon at Villacañas (TO) Antonio Velasco; 19 over Badajoz; 
Nicolás Pírez; 9 over Badija, Castuera (BA) Manuel Maximiano; 40 over Nalda (LR) 
José Ochagavía; at 11.54h 38 arrive at Campazo lagoon, La Aldea del Obispo (CC) 
Neil Renwick;  43 over Alvarado (BA) Paloma Iglesias; 8 over Villanueva de la Serena 
(BA) Manuel Gómez; 26 at Salada pools, Alcañíz. (TE) Esther Yera, Juan L. Muñoz; 
400 at Conquista del Guadiana (BA) Óscar Llama; 9 over Zaragoza, Francisco J. 
Sampietro; 11 over Amposta (GI) Wijts Harold; 44 over Mérida (BA) Gerardo Pizarro; 4 
in flight, Los Berciales, Monterrubio de la Serena (BA) Manuel Calderón; 800 
atSotonera reservoir (HU), where a leucístic bird is noted, Pablo Vallés; 14 over 
Almendralejo, Antonio M. Sánchez ; 2,350 roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo et 
al; 115 roost at Valverde pool, Villanueva de la Serena (BA) Manuel Gómez; 215 in Los 
Pedroches valley (CO) Juan M. Sánchez; 300 at Campo pond, Valverde de Leganés 
(BA) Nicolás Pírez; 640 arrive to roost at El Hoyo lagoon, El Oso (AV) Jesús Ramírez, 
J. Ramón Cuervo, Víctor Coello; 60 at Granja de Torrehermosa (BA) Miguel Corvillo;  
300 migrating over Nuevo Baztán (M) Félix Arribas; 6 over Salburua (AR) C.I.H.S.; 7 at 
la Puebla del Río, Doñana National Park (SE) Carlos Moreno; 400 at Los Canchales 
reservoir (BA) Julián Cabello; 28 at Portaje reservoir (CC) Fernando Aranguren; over 
10,000 are counted between Valdetorres (BA) and Logrosán (CC) José A. Sánchez ; 
47 over Carpio de Tajo (TO) José L. Gallego;  249 at La Veguilla lagoon (CR) Luis 
Carretero; 2,000 at Paguillo weir, Orellana reservoir (BA) José Guerra, Marc Gálvez; 
1,000 in rice fields at Casas de Hitos, Navalvillar de Pela (BA) Márc Gálvez, José A. 
Guerra; 105 migrating over Alcollarín reservoir (CC) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 250 
atPeña Hueca lagoon, Villacañas (TO) Juan L. Redajo; 140 over Montagut i Oix (GI) 
Arnau Bartrina; 1,030 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al.; 38 over Guadiana weir 
(BA); 16 over Badajoz, Juan M. Bermúdez; 250 in rice stubble at San Pedro de Mérida 
(BA); 1,053 atVillafáfila lagoons (ZA) José M. San Román, 300 over Alange (BA); 250 
at San Pedro de Mérida gravel pit (BA) Fergus Crystal; 500 at Ejea de los Caballeros 
(Z) Alfredo Sánchez; 47 at Campo Azálvaro  (AV) Nayib Hamdoun; 500 in Guareña 
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dehesas and 250 at Soto gravel pit and 160 in flight, Valverde de Mérida (BA) Agapito 
J. Verde; 401 over River Aljucén (BA) Laura Rollán; 9 migrating over Trujillo (CC) 
Carmen Pérez-Aloe; 196 atTalaván reservoir (CC) Dani Elson; 21 in Sueca rice fields 
(V) Antonio Salazar; 217 at El Romeral (TO) Oscar Frías, Ángela M. García. 
 

 
 
Migration and wintering common cranes in the Iberian Peninsula during the week 30/10 
to 05/11 

 
 
Leucístic crane at Sotonera reservoir (HU) 05/11/17 Pablo Vallés 
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Wintering areas are filling up and the intensity of migration reduces.  Weather 
conditions at the end of the week make crossing the Pyrenees difficult. 
 
-06/11/17: 541 in the Torrefresneda dormitory (BA) José A. Román; 11 at Villalba 
reservoir (BA) José Leal; 10 over Puebla del Prior (BA) José Ángel Sánchez; 488 at El 
Hornillo, Campo Lugar (CC) José A. Román; 2,600 at Hernán Cortés (BA) José A. 
Román; 2 over Puerto Peña (BA) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 50 migrating over Las 
Posadillas stream, Horcajo de los Montes (CR) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 10 in 
Cabañeros National Park (CR) José Guerra, Marc Gálvez; 370 at Manzanares pool, 
Campo Lugar (CC) Gustavo Ferreiro ; 344 at La Veguilla lagoon, Alcázar de San Juan 
(CR) Pedro Bustamante; 400 at La Janda (CA) Manuel Morales; 935 at Los Canchales 
reservoir (BA) Lucas Navareño; 34 circling over Miralcamp (LL) Joan Rodríguez; 2 over 
Boada (P) David Hernansanz; 56 arrive at Campazo lagoon (CC) Neil Renwick; 95 
over Campos del Paraíso reservoir (CU) José A. Cañizares; 3 at La Albuera lagoons 
(BA) Julián Cabello; 6 overr Los Balancines, Oliva de Mérida (BA) Fátima Romero; 1 
over Algeciras (CA) José A. Sarrión; 10 at José A. ValverdeVisitor Centre, Doñana NP 
(SE) Christian Rixen; 6 at Aznalcázar (SE) Christian Rixen; 14 at Melonares reservoir 
(CR) Vincent Esteller; 220 over Alcázar de San Juan (CR), M.José Valencia; 9 over 
Mérida (BA) Laura Rollán; 24 over Caminreal (TE) Antonio Torrijo. 
Liiva, the Estonian crane, arrives at Tablas de Daimiel (CR) in the afternoon. 
-07/11/17: 130 roosted in the River Tinto marshes (H) José M. Méndez; 1,000 at the 
Riolobos weir (SA) Joaquín del Castillo; 300 in maize stubble at Pueblonuevo del 
Bullaque (CR) José Guerra, Marc Gálvez; 10 over Navaseca lagoon (CR) Marc 
Gálvez, José Guerra; 77 at Molino del Charro, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Pedro 
Bustamante; 50 over Zaragoza, Francisco J. Sampietro; 120 over Corpa (M) Iraida 
Redondo; 25 over River Ramillas (Z) José L. Rivas; 60 over Casas de Benítez (CU) 
Agustín Villodre; 36 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 1,468 come to roost at Los Canchales 
reservoir (BA) Lucas Navareño; 1,200 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek, Alejandro 
Onrubia; 70 over River Záncara, Villarrubia de los Ojos (CR) Marc Gálvez, José 
Guerra; 350 at Camino del Nuevo, Daimiel (CR) José Guerra, Marc Gálvez; 300 over 
the Molemocho mill (CR) and 300 at La Veguilla lagoon (CR) José Guerra, Marc 
Gálvez; 38 over cattle dehesa at Sevilla la Nueva (M) Mara Brans; 8 over  l'Albufera (V) 
José A. Aguado, Virgilio Beltrán, 50 over Orgi wood (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 100 over 
Garinoain (NA) Roberto V. Valderrama; passage over Huelva, José Díaz; 2,200 in 
Villar de Rena rice fields (BA), William Haworth; 63 over Parque de la Música (M) 
Gustavo López; 6 at the Esparraguera bend, Doñana NP (SE) Juan M. Bermúdez; 8 at 
Racó de l'Olla (V) A. Salazar;  nocturnal passage over Toledo, Ángel Velasco and over 
Salamanca, Rafael Vicente; 233 over las Rozas (M) José Gallego. 
12,251 are censussed at Arjuzanx Nature Reserve (France) Patrick Dulau. At mid- 
morning they begin to leave on migration to the south-west; 8 at Castro Verde 
(Portugal) Hugo Sampaio. 
-08/11/17: 853 in the area around Alange reservoir(BA) José A. Román; 20 circling 
over Mérida (BA) Jesús Valiente; 1,200 at Borbollón reservoir (CC) Jesús Pomet; 1 
over Benalmádena (MA) Marcos G. Heider; 602 at Arroyoconejos reservoir (BA) 
Joaquín Vázquez; 200 over Valladolid, José M Onrubia; passage over Mequinenza 
(HU) Juan Bernal; 75 over Leganés (M) Alfredo Mirat; 3 over Txingudi (G) José F. 
Esparcia; 7 over Castelló d'Empuries (GI) Josep Bosch; 3 over Olavide University (SE) 
José Díaz, Jesús Pinilla; 1,000 migrating to the south of Torrijos (TO) Simon Best; 50 
at El Rincón reservoir (AV) Simon Best; 20 over Calera y Chozas (TO) Simon Best; 44 
at La Veguilla lagoon (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 50 over Teruel at 19:50h Emilio Bobed; 
50 over Pedro Muñoz (CR) Antonio Paredes; 42 bathing, Aldea de Cano pool (CC) 
José M. Benítez; 600+ come to roost at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) José M. García; 45 over 
Solsona (LL) Joan Pradó; 5 at Valverdejo pond and 4 at El Estanco lagoon, Oliva de 
Plasencia (CC) Sergio Mayordomo; 1,300 at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 34 over 
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Parque de la Música (M) Gustavo López; 28 over Ontigola (SG) Marc Gálvez; 30 over 
Ortuella (BI) Juan M. Domínguez; 4 over Nules (CS) Jospe Bort; 20 and 6 over 
Badajoz Agriculture School, Mariano Cabrero; 50 at El Rincón reservoir, Candeleda 
(AV) Simon Best; 3,500 at Vegas Altas (BA) Julian Cabello.  
Loode, a crane from Estonia,arrives at Sierra Brava reservoir (CC) Aivar Leito; 2,389 in 
Warta National Park (Poland). 
-09/11/17: 63 over Puebla del Prior (BA) José A. Sánchez; 3 over Salorino (CC) 
Antonio Galán; 35 over Campanario (BA) Manuel Maximiano; 2 at Cortalet lake, 
Aiguamolls de l'Emporda (GI) Glòria Rosas; 60 over Jarandilla de la Vera (CC) Sofía 
Moreno; migration over Villafranca de los Caballeros (TO) and 26 at the big lagoon 
there; migration over Mérida (BA) Lucas Navareño; 66 at La Atalaya pool (CC) Raúl 
Granados; 14 flying over Malvecino stream, Monfragüe National Park (CC) Hugo 
Sánchez; 7 at La Veguilla lagoon (CR) Toni Alonso; 1 at El Prat de LLobregat (B) 
Xavier Parra; 2 birds at El Hondo reservoir (A); Nerea Verdier; 580 over Talarrubias 
(BA) heading to roost, Yasmina Annicchiarico; 3,000 around Valdivia (BA) Manuel 
Gómez; 70 over Vega del Cincho, Robledillo de la Vera (CC):1,300 roost at Borbollón 
reservoir, Santibañez el Alto (CC) Jesús Pomet; 2 at La Rocina, Doñana NP (HU) 
Francisco Chiclana, María Martín, Ricardo Martín-Baylo, Fernando del Valle; 148 
migrating over the Confluence of the Cigüela and Záncara Rivers (CR) Pedro 
Bustamante; 300 over La Zarza (BA) Raúl Granados; 24 in La Llonga rice fields, 
Sueca(V) V. Beltrán; 1,900 roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Francisco J. Sampietro (SARGA) 
13,568 are censussed at Arjuzanx (France) Patrick Dulau, where they found the 
Estonian crane, Mati; 2,389 are censussed at Warta National Park,Poland. 

Cranes feeding near the River Palomillas, Badajoz. 
 
-10/11/17: Mati, the Estonian crane is at Muriel, Madrigalejo (CC) at dawn, Aivar Leito; 
694 censussed at Alange reservoir (BA) José A. Román ; 17 over Agramunt (LL) 
Joaquim Bonfill; 7 at Castelló d'Empuries (GI) Glòria Rosas; 5,000+ roost at Orellana 
reservoir (BA) Manuel Gómez; 400 at Villafáfila (ZA) Manuel Segura, 88 at Toril del 
Cardo (CC) Santiago Enríquez; 9 over Cap de Creus Cadaqués (GI) Ponç Feliú; 30 
over Sant Celoni (GI) Josep Bel; 20 over San Juan del Puerto (H) Eduardo J. 
Rodríguez; 32 in Doñana (Palm lode) Alberto Pastoriza; 6 at Ruecas reservoir (CC) 
Elena Bronzo; 12 over La Jabata valley, Alange (BA) Raúl Granados; 31 over Linyola 
(LL) Brian Sullivan; 15 over Penelles (LL) Brian Sullivan; 200 on the north shore of 
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Valdecañas reservoir (CC), 125 at Lugar Nuevo and 100 at Peraleda de la Mata (CC) 
Sergio Mayordomo; 5,000 at Borbollón reservoir (CC) Hugo Sánchez; 232 at the big 
pool, Villafáfila (ZA) Manuel Rodríguez; 4 on Fangar spit, Ebro Delta (T) Brian Sullivan; 
77 at El Planerón (Z) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra; 180 over Quinto de Ebro (Z) Alfredo 
Sánchez; 104 at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Marc Gálvez, José Guerra. 
-11/11/17: 6 over Avinyonet de Puigventós (GI) Marc Puig; 40 over les Berges de 
Camp (T) Santi Borrás; 16 over Tárrega (LL) José A. Lahoz; 81 over Calella (B) Javier 
Romera; 2 over Foradada (LL) Eduard Bautista; 28 over Sabadell (B) Xavi Escobar; 42 
roost atLong lagoon,Villacañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; some 500 roosted at Gallocanta 
(Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 199 (30 juveniles) at Güialguerrero lagoon, Cubel (TE) Antonio 
Torrijo; 1,400 feeding in the Alboré pool area (HU) Pablo Vallés, only 700 come to 
roost in the evening; 57 over Olivenza (BA) from Portugal, Francisco Lopo; 200 and 
150 arrive at La Veguilla lagoon, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Ángel Velasco; 500 at 
Honda lagoon, Campillo de Dueñas (GU) Antonio Torrijo; 4 over Hervías (LR) Óscar 
Gutiérrez, David Mazuelas; 1,800 at Riolobos weir (SA) Gonzalo Criado; 250 at 
Navalespino reservoir (CO) Miguel Corvillo; 334 at Los Pedroches (CO) Juan M. 
Sánchez; 1,400 roost at Peña Hueca lagoon, Villacañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; 80 over 
Sant Cugat del Vallés (B) José L. Romero; 60 over Salada pools, Alcañíz (TE) Jean-
Ives Paquet; 500 over Aznalcázar (SE) Francisco J. Salcedo; 35 at Aquait dels 
Roncaires and 25 in flight, Aiguamolls de l'Empordà (GI) Justine Mézier, 7 at the Ebro 
Delta (T) Brian Sullivan ; 1,400 in the Tablas del Daimiel NP area (CR) Miguel A. Díaz; 
4 over Griñón windmill (CR) Sergio Mayordomo; 23 at Portaje reservoir (CC) César 
Quijada; 817 at Long lagoon, Villacañas (TO) Oscar Frías, Ángela M. García; 76  over 
Boada de Campos (P) José L. Gallego; 5 over Riberas del Pisuerga (P) Ramiro 
Herrezuelo. 
55,000 grullas are censussed at Lac du Der (France)LPO Champagne-Ardenne; 2 at 
Mourao (Portugal) Tiago Batista. 
-12/11/17: 810 leave the dormitory at Torrefresneda (BA) José Leal, Antonio M. 
Sánchez, José A. Román; 2,000+ at dawn at Rosarito reservoir (TO/CC) Dave 
Langlois, Alex Rodríguez;12 over Mahora (AB) Rafael Torralba; 6 over Reús (T) Albert 
Campaña; 35 over Llobera (LL) Fermí Sort; 8 at Cazalegas reservoir (TO) Christophe 
Pontegnie; 320 between Villacañas and Villafranca (TO) M. Carmen Villa; 18 at 
Monteagudo de las Vicarías reservoir (SO) Elena Cercedilla; 300 over Quinto de Ebro 
(Z) Francisco Quesada; 800+ come to roost at El Hoyo lagoon, El Oso (AV) Rafael 
Vicente; 350 come to roost at Arroyoconejos reservoir (BA) Andrés González; 1,800 
come to roost at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Pablo Vallés; 17 at Moros marsh (CS) 
Chema; 160 over Sueca (V); 35 over Fontanars dels Alforins (V); 52 over Casinos (V) 
Salva Llavata; 4 over Torrent (GI) Albert Campaña; 35 over Oliola (LL) Eduard 
Bautista; 1 atVillafranca track lagoon (CR) Javier Tajuelo; 1,200 atLa Janda (CA) 
Miguel M.G.; 160 in several groups over La Llonga, Sueca  (V) A. Salazar, J. Monzó; 6 
over Vegas del Pisuerga (P) Miguel A. Madrid; 96 at Saladapools near Alcañiz (TE) 
Javier Oliver; 930 at Tablas de Daimiel National Park (CR) Darío Ecodestinos; 12 over 
Atamaría (MU) Antonio Fuentes 
55,000 are censussed at Lac du Der, Louis Parisel (LPO Champagne-Ardenne) 
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Migration and wintering common cranes in the Iberian Peninsula during the week 6-12 
November 2017 
 
The week begins with a moderate entry of cranes, mainly at night, but putting the 
brakes on at the end of it.  Northbound movements are observed, including in 
Zaragosa, without records of birds arriving in France. 
 
-13/11/15: 12 migrating over Peroniel del Campo (SO) Javier Pérez; 15 over Menacha 
in Algeciras (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 1 at El Prat de Llobregat (B) Jean-Ives Paquet, 
Dylan Verheul; 23 migrating over Ulzama Valley (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 44 over 
Albacete, Rafael Torralba; 2,000+ migrating at night overPamplona (NA) Jesús M. 
Lekuona; 21 over El Prat de Llobregat (B) Tomasz Chodkiewicz; 12 over Don Álvaro 
(BA) Fergus Crystal; 8 over Molinos de Marfagones (MU) and 12 over Atanasia (MU) 
Mario León; 13 over Txingudi (G) Itsas Enara, Héctor González; 48 at Loza pool (NA) 
Alberto Rodríguez; 3,107 go over Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al. 
-14/11/17: 40 over Retuerta del Bullaque (CR) Gerardo García; 14 over Alfaro(LR) 
Miguel Martínez; 30 overNájera (LR) José F. Arenzana; 1,500 at Castrejón reservoir 
(TO) José V. Oropesa; 1,550 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 60 migrating over 
Retuerta del Bullaque (CR) Gerardo García; group over Colmenar Viejo (M) Sofía 
Moreno; birds arrive at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Sabi Martínez, Carmina Franco; 28 over 
Valverde de Leganés (M) Alfredo Mirat; 70 migrating over La Guardia (AR) Félix 
Arribas; 10 over Salou (T) Xavi Escobar, Raquel León; 29 over Juneda (LL) Joan 
Rodríguez; 3 over San Juan del Puerto (H) Argantonio Tartessos; 2,000 at Los 
Canchales reservoir (BA) Julian Cabello; 2 at Charo mill, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) 
Pedro Bustamante 4 in the cloisters at Roncesvalles hermitage (HU) Auria Onlaga; 
2,000+ go over Pamplona (NA) at night, Jesús M. Lekuona; 100 at Loza pool (NA) 
Jesús M. Lekuona; 120 over Buñuel (NA) Joseba Amenabar; 15 over Figueruelas (Z) 
Joseba Amenabar; 4 over Garrapinillos (Z) Alfredo Sánchez; 12 at  Los Carrizales (A) 
Sergio Arroyo; 2,022 go over Navarra today, Jesús M. Lekuona et al. 
Lithuanian Crane no.1 leaves Lac du Der (France). 
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15/11/17: 1,021 roosted at Torrefresneda (BA) José A. Román; 83 over Puebla del 
Prior (BA) José A. Sánchez; 30 over Villacañas (TO) M. Carmen Villa; 130 over 
Carabaña (M) Iraida Redondo; 120 flying north, Daroca (Z) Antonio Torrijo; 9 over 
Alfaro (LR) Andrés Armendáriz; 65 over Candanchú (HU) Quinti Ortiz; 40 over 
Alfaro(LR) David Mazuelas; 100 over Autol (LR) Andrés de la Torre; 120 over Alfaro 
(LR) David Mazuelas; 50 over Madrid, Iraida Redondo; 300 over Alfaro (LR) Andrés 
Armendáriz; 238 over Toledo, José V. Oropesa; 3 at Cortalet lake, Castelló d’Empuries 
(GI) Joan Ventura; 81 over Cardona castle (B) Sergi Fernández; 50 at Ivars lake, 
Castelló d’Empuries (GI) Joaquim Bofill; 48 over Chapinería (M) Alfredo Mirat; 1,063 
atLa Veguilla lagoon (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 168 migrating over Navabellida (SO) 
Javier Pérez; 3,000 are censussed around Montmesa (HU)  and in the evening only 
around 1,500 come to roost, José M. Canudo; 263 over L’Ampolla (T) Manuel 
Sánchez; passage over Valdemorillo (M) Zubiri; and over Cantos Blancos (M) Amparo 
Moreno; 4 at Pego marsh, Oliva (V) Deidre Asbjorn; 225 over Tudela (NA) Jesús M. 
Lekuona; 81 at Finisterre reservoir (TO) Sergio Mayordomo; 6 over Pepino (TO) Jesús 
Eugenios; 174 at Lugar Nuevo pond, Peraleda de la Mata (CC) Sergio Mayordomo; 
1,600 go over Lindus (NA) Lindus Migration Project; 12 at Massot lake, Palau-
Saverdera (GI) Jordi Martí-Aledo, 45 over Combes des Morgues (GI) Georges Olioso; 
66 at Hato Ratón (SE) Francisco Chiclana; 18 over Madrid, Jesús Caldero; 25 over 
Madrid, David Valcárcel; 30 over Alcorcón (M) Eduardo Moreno; 50 over Getafe (M) 
Juan M. Durá; 180 atVillafranca track lagoon (CR) Dani Elson; 45 over Alfés (LL) José 
Guerra, Marc Gálvez; 2,086 go over Navarra, Jesús M Lekuona et al.; 4 at Cullera 
marsh (V) Eduardo Pascual. 
Lithuanian crane no.1 arrives at Castrejón reservoir (TO) in the morning, then after a 
short rest continues the journey into Extremadura. 350 at Envidel (Portugal) Hugo 
Lousa.45,600 are censussed in the morning in the Hula Valley (Israel), Agamon Hula. 
AtLac du Der,40,000 are counted at dawn. LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
-16/11/17: 4,000 at dawn at Gallocanta (Z/TE) of which at least 3,000 leave on 
migration, Francisco J. Sampietro; 15 over Chapinería (M) Alfredo Mirat; 20 over 
Zaragoza, Fernando Herrera; 81 at La Aldea del Obispo (CC) Neil Renwick; 86 over 
Alfaro(LR) Miguel Martínez; 50 over Agoncillo (LR) Pilar Azpiroz; 700 at Honda lagoon, 
Campillo de Dueñas (GU) Uge Fuertes; 44 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR) Andrés 
Armendáriz; new groups arrive at Gallocanta (Z/TE) where 2,807 cranes are 
censussed, S.A.R.G.A.; 12 over Alcalá de Henares (M) Antonio Rodríguez; 3 at 
Castelló d'Empuries (GI) Joan Ventura; 6 arrive at Tarifa (CA) from Africa, José A. 
Sarrión; 920 come to roost atEl Hoyo lagoon, El Oso (AV) José M. García; 900 roost at 
Fuente de Piedra (MA) Javier Fregenal; 477 at Belalcázar (CO) Juan M. Sánchez; 
1,000 migrating over Las Rozas (M) between 10:00 and 11:00h, 18 more in the 
afternoon, Alfredo Mirat; 2 at Amposta (T) Mayca Martí; 17 over Helechosa de los 
Montes (M) Juan A. Bermejo; 7 at Campotejar lagoon (MU) Adrian Ruiz, Irene 
Arnaldos, Conrado Requena; 57 over Getafe (M) Juan M. Durá; 1,071 cross Navarra, 
Jesús M. Lekuona et al. 
12 migrating over Ksar Sghir (Marruecos) Rachid el Khamlichi 
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Loode, a juvenile from Estonia, at Valdehornillos (BA) 16/11/17, José A. Román  
 
-17/11/17: 650 at Honda lagoon, Campiño de Dueñas (GU) Uge Fuertes; 4 at Guijuelo 
(SA) Francisco Lopo; 938 roost at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Jorge Leonor, Víctor Coello, 
Juan R. Cuervo, Jesús Colas; 3,000 at Sotonera reservoir (HU)  Francisco Quesada; 
23 over the Mala Mujer pass (MU) Antonio Fuentes; 18 over Alange (BA) César 
Quijada; 1,200 at Muriel, Madrigalejo (CC) Javier Elorriaga; 43 are seen crossing 
Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al, 43 at Torres de Berrellén, El Terraplén (Z) José A. 
Domínguez; 5 over Miralrío Natural Park, Velilla San Antonio (M) Javier Aparicio, María 
Álvarez, Javier Bueno, Gustavo López; 21 at Santa Pola pools (A) Jacobo Ramos, 
Sergio Arroyo. 
100 at Castro Verde (Portugal) Hugo Louda; 1,000 at Conza della Campania (Italia) 
Marcello Ginotti. 
-18/11/17: 805 at Arroyoconejos reservoir, Llerena (BA) Joaquin Vázquez; 51 at El 
Hondo reservoir (A) Jana Marco, Mario Navarro; 8 circling over Zalamea de la Serena 
reservoir (BA) Antonio M. Sánchez; 400 at Las Merinillas, Valverde de Leganés (BA) 
Nicolás Pírez; 50 at Arrocampo reservoir (CC) Javier Elorriaga; 1,800 at La Janda (CA) 
Arkadiusz Broniarek, José Cazorla; 952 at Jardoso reservoir (CO) Juan M. Sánchez; 
175 roost at Figarol (NA) David Mikeleiz; some 4,500 roost at Sotonera reservoir (HU) 
Francisco Quesada, Pablo Vallés; 780+ at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Antonia 
Cangas, Elvira del Viejo; 250 at Hinojal (CC) Julián Cabello, 4,000+ at Borbollón 
reservoir (CC) Julián Cabello; 60 over Los Hornosdehesa, Salorino (CC) Antonio 
Galán; 4 at La Fonda, Castelló d'Empuries (GI) Hubert Mas; 2.000+ at Ríolobos weir 
(SA) Gonzalo Criado; 2,000+ at Torre de Abraham reservoir (CR) Francisco J. García; 
304 at Ejea de los Caballeros (Z) Paula Royo, Alfredo Sánchez, 42 over Aranjuez (SG) 
Sara Navarro, Jorge Crespo; 55 on Guijo de Coria plains (CC) Sergio Mayordomo; 18 
at El Hondo reservoir (A) Myriam Palomo. 
-19/11/17: 366 roost at Peña Hueca lagoon (TO) and 133 more come from other 
lagoons, Ángel Velasco; 748 at Dos Reinos lagoon (NA) David Mikeleiz; passage over 
Jarandilla de la Vera (CC) Sofia Moreno; 750 at Honda lagoon, Campillo de Dueñas 
(GU) Uge Fuertes; 5 at the Ebro Delta (T) Esther Yera, José L. Muñoz; 100+ over 
Cornalvo reservoir (BA) Elvira del Viejo; 200 near Azuaga (BA) Miguel Corvillo; 13  
over Puebla de la Calzada (BA) Francisco Lopo; 4 at Hervías lagoon (LR) where they 
have stayed for a month, Ignacio Gómez; 573 crossed Navarra during the day, Jesús 
M. Lekuona; 4 in the Tinto marshes (H) Luis Bonaño; 5 at Aiguamolls de l'Empordà 
(GI) Ramón Aguilar; 23 over La Nava lagoon (P) Daniel Angúlo; 10 over Guadix (GR) 
Juan Pérez; 3,500 at La Bazagona (CC) Javier Prieta, 2 at Portaje reservoir (CC) 
Julián Cabello; 25 at Coreses gravel pit (ZA) Miguel M.G. 
38,300 are censussed at Lac du Der (France) Louis Parisel, LPO Champagne-
Ardenne. 
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Migration and wintering common cranes in the Iberian Peninsula during the week13-19 
November 
 
A week without migration, the wintering population settling in the feeding areas 
 
-20/11/17: 3,800 roost at Rosarito reservoir (TO/AV) Dave Langlois; 14 at Pitillas 
lagoon (NA) Ander Txokarro; 3,000+ at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Julián Cabello; 
130 at Talaván (CC) Raúl Granados; 55 at Santa Marta de Magasca (CC) Raúl 
Granados; 40 over Mirandilla (BA) Agapito J. Verde. 
-21/11/17: 1,800 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 1 at El Prat de Llobregat (B) 
Jonathan Skipper; 15 at Corte de Olivillas, La Puebla del Río (SE) Vicent Esteller; 6 
over Parque del Oeste (M) José M de la Peña; 62 over Villamiel de Toledo, Carlos 
Herranz; 5 over Monfragüe National Park (CC), Arne Andersson. 
27 migrating over Malta, Natalino Fenech; 12,390 are censussed at Arjuzanx (France) 
Patrick Dulau; 91 at Nossa de Senhora de Aracelis (Portugal) Joao T. Tavares 
-22/11/17: 84 migrating over Puebla del Prior (BA) José A. Sánchez; 650 in Cuncos 
dehesas, Villanueva del Fresno (BA) Julián Cabello; 1,000+ at Santa Maria de la las 
Lomas (CC) Pepe Guisado; 3 and 6 arrive at Formentera (IB) over La Mola lighthouse, 
Kees Wourtensen; 10 over Donostia (G) Carlos Monzón; 36 circling at Retuerta del 
Bullaque (CR) Gerardo García 
-23/11/17: 155 at Lechago reservoir, Calamocha (TE) Carlos Monzón; 1,086 come to 
roost at El Hoyo lagoon, El Oso (AV) José M. García; 975 at Fuente de Piedra lagoon 
(MA) Javier Fregenal; 485 are censussed at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Francisco J. Sampietro 
(S.A.R.G.A.); 1 at Carasa (CT) Felipe González, 5 and 7 at Castelló d'Empuries, Glòria 
Rosas; 2 at El Prat de Llobregat (B) Carles García; 547 roost at Peña Hueca lagoon 
(TO) Ángel Velasco; 73 in Odiel marshes and 71 in Tinto marshes (H) Víctor Fiscal, 
José M. Méndez; 14 at Pitillas lagoon (NA) Ander Txokarro; 80 at Fresnedilla reservoir 
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(CC) Hugo Sánchez; 23 atPitillas lagoon (NA) Joseba Amenabar; 9 over Fuenlabrada 
(M) Carlos Herranz. 
 

 
 
Cranes at Aiguamolls de l'Empordà. Girona. Glòria Rosas 
 
-24/11/17: 859 roost at Alboré pool (HU) Francisco Quesada, Kees Woutersen; 1 at 
Pals (GI) Albert Burgos; 11 over Sant Jaume d'Enveja (T) Vicente F. Tamarit; 9 over 
Niebla (H) Argantonio Tartessos; 13 go over Navarra, Jesús M. Leluona; 50 in rice 
fields at Guadiana del Caudillo (BA) José L. Bautista; 6 over la Devesa, Sueca (V) 
Yannina Maggiotto. 
11,961 are censussed at Arjuzanx Nature Reserve (France) Patrick Dulau. 
-25/11/17: 4 at Hervías lagoon (LR) Ignacio Gómez, Lidia Roncero; 45 over Murtales 
pond, La Roca de la Sierra (BA) Antonio M. Sánchez; 200 in flight,La Serena reservoir 
(BA Francisco Lopo; 300 at Barbate (CA) Birding Tarifa; 3 over Solsona (LL) David 
Guixé; 12 at Hato Ratón (SE) Vicent Esteller; 3 in Sueca marshes (V) Joan Balfagón; 
1,000 around Villacañas and 289 roost at Peña Hueca lagoon (TO) Ángel Velasco; 
several groups over Madrid: 61, 66, 34; 370 at Lupiñen-Ortilla (HU) Monique Kersten, 
Olivier Olyslaegeri; 12 at l'Encanyissada lagoon, Ebro Delta (T) Norbert Willaert; 400 at 
Valverde pond (BA) Manuel Maximiano; 3,000+ roost at Orellana reservoir (BA) Ángel 
Sánchez; 25 in Pilas dehesa, Doñana NP (SE), Carlos Moreno; 25 at La Arena bend, 
Doñana NP (SE) Vicent Esteller; 1,683 Doñana NP (SE) Rafael García; 3 in the 
Alcudia Valley (CR) Manuel Ruiz; 3,000 at Navalcán reservoir (TO) Pablo Herrador. 
-26/11/17: 658 roost at Long lagoon, Villacañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; 700 feeding in 
Badija dehesas, Castuera (BA) Manuel Maximiano; 35 in Villafranca dehesas (TO) M. 
Carmen Villa; 70 at Aldehuela de las Flores (SA) Néstor Conde; 1,000 at Honda 
lagoon, Campillo de Dueñas (GU) Antonio Torrijo; 12 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Hans 
Nietvelt; 62 over Robledillo de Trujillo (CC) Vincent Smith; 80+ arrived at Santa Teresa 
reservoir (SA) Cristina Giner; 1,200+ in dehesa at Espíritu Santo, Hinojosa del Duque 
(CO) Juan F. Flores; 3,000 at Ríolobos weir (SA) Gonzalo Criado; 495 roost at El Moral 
reservoir and 68 flying westward over the area (BA) José A. Sánchez; 464 en  
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Arroyoconejos reservoir (BA), José A. Sánchez; 87 at Barillos lagoon, Villafáfila (ZA) 
Gustavo Ferreiro; 15 at Utebo (Z) Alfredo Sánchez; 26 in Figarol rice fields (NA) Haritz 
Sarasa; several birds atPétrola lagoon (AB) María Antón; 2 at Bonete station (AB) 
María Antón, Jana Marco; 600 at Villafranca lagoon (TO) Juan Martín; 15 at San Martín 
de Montalbán (TO) Pablo Herranz. 
36,300 are censussed at Lac du Der (France) Louis Parisel, LPO Champagne-
Ardenne. 
 

 
Wintering and migration in the Iberian Peninsula during the week 20-26 November 
 
The migration break continues, although some 40,000 cranes are still in central Europe  
(Germany and Poland).The wintering population continues to settle although 
continuous movements in search of food are seen, caused by the drought, early soil-
turning and continuous burning in stubble fields.  The counts at Gallocanta lagoon are 
giving unusually low figures due to the near absence of water in the lagoon. 
 
-27/11/17: 200 migrating over Bera (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 1,500+ around 
Valdecañas reservoir (CC) and 50 at Alcollarín reservoir (CC) Alberto Cansado; 1,973 
leave the dormitory at Alange reservoir (BA) José A. Román; 2 over the Llobregat delta 
(B);  4 at Cuatro Caminos, Vereda del Escorredor (A) Mario Navarro; 27 by Tapioles 
track, Villafáfila (ZA) José A. Ramos; 827 at Otero de Sariegos and 366 at Barrillos 
lagoon, Villafáfila (ZA) Gustavo Ferreiro; 9 at La Zafra pond, Valdesalor (CC) César 
Quijada; 203 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al; 9 at Santomera reservoir (MU) 
Pedro A. Sánchez. 
11,883 are censussed at Arjuzanx Nature Reserve(France) Patrick Dulau 
-28/11/17: 100 migrating over Botoz stream, Hinojosa del Valle (BA) José A. Sánchez; 
21 at Cortalet lake, Castellò d'Empuries (GI) Glòria Rosas; 1,760 at La Janda (CA) 
Arkadiusz Broniarek; 300 at La Loteta reservoir (Z) Francisco J. Sampietro;                  
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1 group over Menorca port (IB) S.O.Menorca; 2 over the River Ebro between Alcanade 
and Lodosa (LR) Jorge Ezquerro; 20 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Jacobo Ramos. 
16 at Castro Verde (Portugal) Helder Cardoso; 35 at Entradas (Portugal) Helder 
Cardoso 
37 migrating over Malta, Natalino Fennech; 1,331 at Warta Mouth NP (Poland) 
-29/11/17: 52 at Pitillas lagoon (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona;  1 over Vélez-Málaga (MA) 
Francisco Botella; 9 at Es Grau Nature Reserve, Menorca (IB) Román Piris, Gala 
Ligoña; 50 to the west of Menorca (IB) S.O.Menorca; 9 migrating over Encanyissada 
lagoon, Ebro Delta (T) Norbert Willaert; 40 over Torellò (B) Pep Salvanyà, Carles 
Martorell (G.N.O.); 15 over Parets del Vallés (B) Carlos López; 15 at Mongofre salt 
pans, Menorca (IB) Gala Ligoña, Román Piris; 52 go over Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona 
et al. 
40,550 are censussed at Hula Lake (Israel) Agamon Hula; 300 at Nossa Senhora de 
Aracelis (Portugal) Helder Cardoso, Paul Silvagni. 
-30/11/17: 2,000 feeding in maize stubble at Huélaga (CC) Jesús Pomet; 1,062 are 
censussed at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Francisco J. Sampietro (S.A.R.G.A.); 2 juveniles at  
Pals (GI) Joachim Camps; 21 at Alquería del Niño Perdido (CS) Juan V. Capella; 8 
over Begues (B) Xavi Escobar; 56 at Los Berzosos pool (TE) Antonio Torrijo; 10 over 
Alguaire (LL) Jaume Bofill; 4,000 between Tiétar and Santa Maria de las Lomas (CC) 
Alejandro, Pepe Guisado; 22 over Cabezo Baeza (MU) Diego Zamora. 

Cranes ingesting pebbles (gastrolytes) Villar de Rena (BA) José A. Román 
 
01/12/17:  13 over Sierra de la Plata, Bolonia (CA) (probably crossing to Africa) Adrian 
Kirstein; 3 at River Guadalaviar, Albarracín (TE) Antonio Torrijo; 318 in the River Tinto 
marshes (H) José M. Méndez; 12 at Ribera de Huelva, Guillena  (SE) José L. Anguita; 
10 over Catalunya Park, Sabadell (B) Jaume Bofill; 3 flying at El Hondo (A) Jacobo 
Ramos; 1 over Vall d'en Bas (GI) Albert Alonso; 10 over Dosrius (B) Montse Masclans; 
12 at Las Tinajas stream, Antequera (MA) Armando Molins; Antonio Tamayo; 750 at 
Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Julián Cabello; 5 at Alcollarín reservoir (CC) Martin 
Kelsey; 21 atLa Veguilla lagoon (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 312 at Quinto (Z) Alfredo 
Sánchez; 48 at Ebro Delta (T) Paul Pisano; 2 over Cunit (T) Paul Pisano; 4,000 at 
Rosarito reservoir (TO/CC) Dave Langlois, Nieves Muñoz, Bego, Alejandro Rodríguez: 
10,500 are censussed at Las Tablas de Daimiel National Park (CR); 53 at Dulce 
lagoon (MA) Armando Molina, Antonio Tamayo; 9 at Campillos freshwater lagoon (MA) 
Alejandro Justo; 30 at Los Melonares reservoir (SE) Vicent Esteller; 41 over Palos 
headland (MU) Mario Álvarez; 5 at Portaje reservoir (CC) Raúl Granados. 
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400 at Nossa Senhora de Aracelis (Portugal) Daniel Raposo, Mário Estevens; 500 in 
Açor valley, Castro Verde (Portugal) Vasco Valadares; 10 at Roxo marsh (Portugal) 
Antonio Xeira; 6 at Mourao (Portugal) Milas Santos, Carla Palricas; 9 at Sionnet marsh 
(Switzerland) Jonathan Guillot. 
-02/12/17: 340 at Las Merinillas (BA) Nicolás Pírez; 738 roost at Long lagoon, 
Villacañas and 40 at Peña Hueca lagoon (TO) Ángel Velasco; 100 at Lobo bend, 
Doñana NP (SE) Albert Savijn; 600 at Aznalcázar (SE) Francisco J. Salcedo; 8 over 
Foix mouth, Cubelles (B) Manuel E. Escobar; 36 over Amposta (T) Vicente F. Tamarit; 
5 over River Ripoll, Barberá del Vallés (B) Xavi Escobar; 58 at La Arena bend, Doñana 
NP (SE) Carlos Moreno; 6 at Favaritx, Menorca (IB) Gala Lligoña, Román Piris; 1,000 
at Villafáfila (ZA) Sara Navarro; 13 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Åke Österberg; 3 at 
S'Albufera de Mallorca (IB) Martin Austad; 9 in rice fields at Pals (GI) Juan González; 
500 at Castrejón reservoir (TO) José Gómez; 109 at Cuncos (BA) Carla Palricas, Milas 
Santos; 71 at Villalba reservoir (BA) Sergio Pérez; 5 over Girona, Daniel Castro; 12 
over Ciudadela, Menorca and 6 in Es Grao Nature Reserve (IB) Gala Ligoña, Román 
Piris; 100 over Torremayor and 200 in Montijo rice fields (BA) Agapito J. Verde; 92 at 
L’Ampolla and 72 at the Ebro Delta (T) Manolo Sánchez; 11 over Poblenou beach, 
Pineda de Mar (B) Juan Romera; 18 over Cartagena (MU) Mario Álvarez. 
37,465 are censussed at Diepholz-Wagenfeld (Germany). 
-03/12/17: 36 and 4 over Mirandilla (BA) Mariano Cabrero; 2 over Logroño (LR) Óscar 
Ramírez; 4 staying at Hervías lagoon, harrassed by a golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
Ignacio Gámez; 94 atthe Salada pools, Alcañíz (Z) Juan L. Muñoz; 68 at Corral-Rubio 
(AB) Rafael Torralba; 90 migrating over Sant Jaume d'Enveja (T) Juan L. Anguita, Wijts 
Harolds; 27 in Pals rice fields (GI) Ramón Fortiá, Joan Goy, Albert Burgas; 30 over 
Argentona (B) Joan Pujol; 25 over Cabrera de Mar (B) Lluis X. Toldrá; 25 over Tordera 
(B) Pedro Hernández; 50 over Más de Barberans (T) Vicente F. Tamarit; 35 over 
Vilademuls (GI) David Fumosas; 30 over Ciempozuelos (M) Luis Carretero; 15 over 
Ruta del Soto Nature Reserve (M) Luis Carretero; 5 at La Veguilla lagoon (CR) Pedro 
Bustamante; 19 at Dehesón del Encinar, Oropesa (TO) Víctor F. Rollón; 750 at 
Aznalcázar (SE) Carlos Gutiérrez; 610 at La Janda (CA) Elexandre Justo, Javier 
Elorriaga; 27 and 8 at Pastaiz (Z) José L. Rivas; 2,500+ come to roost at Cubilar 
reservoir (CC) Elvira del Viejo; 32 over Val d'en Bas (GI) Albert Alonso; 25 over Sant 
Quirze del Vallés (B) Glòria de la Paz ; 22 over Santa Susanna (B) Jordi Tovallas; 15 
over Ullastell (B) Albert Martínez; 25 over Viladecavals (B) Xavi Escobar; 12 at San 
Salvador (HU) Jesús Labedán; 54 in Santa Lecina rice fields (HU) Jesús Lavedán; 600 
atSotonera reservoir (HU) Pablo Vallés; 32 in La Roya rice fields  (HU) Jesús Lavedán; 
80 over Sotos de Alfaro (LR); 2 at Las Cañas reservoir (NA) Óscar Gutiérrez; 120 over 
Sangüesa (NA) Javi Sola; 387 at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Juan R. Cuervo; 40 over Parque 
de las Cruces (M) IV González; 12 over Getafe (M) Juan M. Durá; 2 over Soto de las 
Cuevas (M) France Philippart, Jesús Ruiz; 65 at Rincón reservoir (AV) Juan 
Fernández; 14 at Campo de Calatrava (CR) Simon Priesthall; 7 over Santa Coloma de 
Farners (GI) Delgado-Garrigòs; 400 in Guadiana del Caudillo rice fields (BA) Francisco 
Macías; 600 at Los Canchales reservoir (BA) Francisco A. Prieto; 350 in Doñana N.P. 
(SE) Francisco Chiclana, José A. Lama; 25 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Jana Marco, 
Elías Gomi; 1,000 Uge Fuertes; 9 in S’Albufereta Nature Reserve, Mallorca (IB) Pere 
Tomás; 453 go over Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona; 87 over Campo Real (M) Juan C. del 
Moral 
60 at Herdade de Camoeira, Évora (Portugal) Sara Oruelas, Luis G. Soussa, Pedro 
Freitas, André Olivera. 
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Distribution map of cranes in the Iberian Península during the period 27/11 to 3/12 
 
-04/12/17:  13 in flight Aquait del Bruel, Castelló d'Empuries (GI) Juan C. Santiago; 21 
over Parque de la Música, Arganda del Rey (M) Gustavo López; 492 at Los Andros 
lagoon, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 22 at Pitillas lagoon (NA) 
Ricardo Rodríguez, Jose  Ardáiz; 265 at Lechago reservoir (T) Javier Train; 34 and 27 
over Alfaro (LR) Manuel Martínez; 2,000 at Pinsoro (Z) Ignacio Arrospide; 11 over 
Calella (B) Javier Romera; 3 roost at Alcollarín reservoir (CC) Martin Kelsey; 69 at 
Pedraza de Yeltes (SA) Cristina Giner; 60 over Zaragoza, Francisco J. Sampietro; 9 at 
l'Ampolla (T) Manuel Sánchez; 1 at Miralcamp (LL) Quim Minoves; 60 at Charco 
Salado (CC) Fernando Aranguren; 2,000 come to roost at Alange reservoir (BA) Sergio 
Pérez; 7 at Clot de Galvany (A) Brian Stone; 3 at El Tancat de la Pipa, l'Albufera (V) 
Alex Alaman; 216 at La Zolina pool (NA) María Durán, Haritz Sarasa. 
15,292 are censussed at Arjuzanx Nature Reserve(France) Patrick Dulau 
-05/12/17: 1,000 roost at Las Merinillas (BA) Nicolás Pírez; 1,000 at Honda lagoon, 
Campillo de Dueñas (GU) Uge Fuertes; 2,070 at La Janda (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 
80 over Madrid, Jesús Calderón; 24 at Harrín de Campos pool (VA) José M. García; 34 
at La Veguilla lagoon (CR) Fernando Alonso;  2,977 at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Francisco J. 
Sampietro (S.A.R.G.A.); 60 at La Zolina pool (NA) José Nubia; 350 flying over 
Albacete, Rafael Torralba; 1 at La Degollada reservoir (LR) Javier Robres; 600 at 
Fuente de Piedra (MA) Armando Molina, Antonio Tamayo; 200 at La Atalaya pond, 
Aldea del Cano (CC) Raúl Granados; 10 at Valdesalor reservoir (CC) Raúl Granados; 
84 at La Fresnedilla reservoir (CC) Fernando Aranguren, 30 at El Estanco lagoon, 
Oliva de Plasencia (CC) Fernando Aranguren; 83 cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona; 5 
over Córdoba, Diego Peinado; 89 over El Pardo (M) Jesús Ruíz; 167 over 
Majadahonda (M) José Gallego. 8 at Braciosas (Portugal) Hugo Lousa. 
-06/12/17: 75 roosted at El Lechago reservoir (TE) Antonio Torrijo; 213 left Gallocanta 
(Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 31 over Moveva (Z) José L. Rivas; 2,000 atSotonera reservoir 
(HU) Silvia Duque, Pablo Vallés, Francisco Quesada; 15 over Pau (GI) Dora Salvador; 
650 at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Xabier Vázquez; 30 over Soto de las Juntas (M) María 
Cámara Sara Navarro; 50 over Leganés (M) Alfredo Mirat; 17 over Rivas-
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Vaciamadrid(M) Blas Molina; 26 over Amposta (T) Nick Ransdale; 28 over Vila-Sana 
(LL) Joan Rodríguez; 55 over Campillo lagoon (M) Dani Elson; 1,000 in Guadiamar 
Biological Reserve, Doñana NP (SE) Eduardo J. Rodríguez; 50 inTrebujena marshes 
(CA) Juan P. Torres; 600 at Aznalcázar (SE) José Márquez; 3,000 at Olivares de Júcar 
and 50 at Alique (CU) Ricardo Rodríguez; 2 over the Mar Menor islands (MU) Gabino 
Cortés; 59 go over Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al; 2,000 around Tiétar (CC) Pepe 
Guisado; 35 over Tancat de Milia Nature Reserve, Sollana (V) T. Alarcón; 60 at Leache 
(NA) Javi Sola. 
46,200 are censussed at Hula Lake (Israel) Agamon Hula 
-07/12/17: 150 in Quero dehesas (TO) M. Carmen Villa; 18 go over Navarra, Jesús M. 
Lekuona et al; 654 roost atEl Hoyo lagoon (AV) José M. García, Juan R. Cuervo; 200 
at Alarcón reservoir (CU) Pau Ferrer; 500 at La Esparraguera bend,. Doñana NP (SE) 
Juan Martín; 300+ at Buendía reservoir (CU) Ricardo Rodríguez; 130 over the Sierra 
de la Calderita, La Zarza (BA) Francisco A. Prieto; 450 at Calera y Chozas (TO) 
Santiago Rodríguez; 33 over Boada de Campos (P) Miguel R. Esteban; 25 at El Hondo 
reservoir (A) Jacobo Ramos 
213 in Warta Mouth NP (Poland) 
-08/12/17: 150 at dawn at Long lagoon, Villacañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; 70 at Cabeza 
del Buey; 200 in Pilas dehesa (SE) Eduardo J. Rodríguez; 53 at Amposta (T) Andreu 
Duclau, Nick Ransdale; 1,000 over Puente del Arzobispo towards Navalcán reservoir 
(TO) José R. Barrios; 2,000+ roost at Peña Huecalagoon(TO) Ángel Velasco; 1,300 at 
Sotonera reservoir (HU) Pablo Vallés; 2,000 at Fuente de Piedra (MA) Todor Todorov; 
45 over Llevant salt pans, Mallorca (IB) Neville Davies; 1,000 between Granja de 
Torrehermosa (BA) and Aldea de Cuenca (CO) Miguel Corvillo; 63 at Valdesalor 
reservoir (CC) Carlos Hernández; 11 over Medellín bridge (BA) Manuel Rodríguez; 250 
at La Veguilla lagoon, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Rodolfo Velasco: 800 over La Portilla 
del Tiétar, Monfragüe NP (CC) Hugo Sánchez; 35 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Sergio 
Arroyo. 
-09/12/17:  440 at Castelflorite and 31 at Fitas reservoir (HU) Aitor Mora; 19 at Quero 
and 50 at Villafranca de los Caballeros (TO) M. Carmen Villa; 30 over Trujillo (CC) 
Manuel Moro; 500 at Otero de Sariegos, Villafáfila (ZA) Daniel González; 1,714 on 
Guijo de Coria plains (CC) Julián Cabello; 25 at El Estanco lagoon, 40 at Oliva de 
Plasencia and 20 at Valverdejo (CC) Sergio Mayordomo, Javier Prieta; 10 at 
Ventaquemada reservoir and 40 at La Fresnedilla reservoir (CC) Javier Prieta; 3 at 
River Cinca, Santalecina (HU) Aitor Mora; 220 at Ejea de los Caballeros (Z) and 70 in 
rice fields there, Alfredo Sánchez; 70 at Tauste (Z) Alfredo Sánchez; 11 at Pitillas 
lagoon (NA) Ander Txokarro; 2 at Las Cañas reservoir (NA) Javier Robres; 730 at 
Morantes, La Roca de la Sierra (BA) Samuel Hernández; 10 at Pozo de las Mozas 
lagoon and 10 at Tejar lagoon, Oliva de Plasencia (CC), Javier Prieta; 49 over 
Torrejoncillo (CC) Julián Cabello; 8 at River Fresnedosa and 14 at Portaje reservoir 
(CC) Raúl Granados; 2 at Raso del Portillo (VA) Guillermo Domenech; 19 at Cañizar 
Lagoon and 42 at Villarquemado (TE) Juanan Novales; 2,863 at Ríolobos weir (SA) 
Juan J. Ramos; 3 at Los Carrizales (A) Sergio Arroyo 
30 at  Montó de Poços, Castro Verde (Portugal) Antonio Martins; 150 at Castro Verde 
(Portugal) Alexandre Rica, 2 at Vale de Açor (Portugal) Alexandre Rica; 2 at Beja 
(Portugal) Antonio Martins. 
-10/12/17: 21 inTrebujena marshes (CA) Juan P. Torres; 33 at Aquait de les Gantes, 
Castelló d'Empuries (GI) Irene Barnosell. 
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Distribution map of cranes in the Iberian Península during the period 4-10 December 
 
 
Although we concluded autumn migration by undertaking the first census, cranes 
continued arriving in the Iberian peninsula over the following days, groups being 
detected over Navarra, Toledo and Madridon the 20th and 21st December.  More birds 
were forced to move south from central Europe at the beginning of January by a new 
wave of storms. 
During this migration season 156,979 cranes have been censussed, although we 
estimate more than 200,000 birds must have arrived, given that many crossed the 
Pyrenees and the peninsula at night, so the actual number of cranes is much higher 
than those counted. 
In contrast to the previous year, there was a huge arrival of cranes in a single wave, 
between 28 October and 2 November. 
The totals of birds counted by Autonomous Regions is as follows: Navarra: 115,311 

(73.45%); Aragón: 36,436 (23.21%); Catalunya: 3,401 (2.16%); Euskadi: 1,708 
(1.08%); Balearic Islands: 123 (0.07%). 
Some 50,000 cranes were still in Germany, with possibly 15,000 in Poland, not 
migrating thanks to the very good weather.  Some pairs even began to occupy their 
breeding territories in Germany in the first few days of January 2018. 
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4- THE COMMON CRANE (Grus grus) 
WINTERING IN SPAIN, 2017/2018.  
 
To know the size of the wintering population of cranes in the Iberian Peninsula, we 
undertake two censuses on dates coordinated with Portuguese colleagues.This time 
we selected 15 December 2017 and 19 January 2018.  These were selected 
according to the pattern of censuses organised in recent years. 
196 locations and 12 sectors in 12 Autonomous Regions were visited in both censuses. 
 

4.1: Census methodology 
 
Cranes are gregarious birds of habit.  In the feeding areas they are usually scattered in 
groups which, depending on the quantity of birds present, can be large or small.  They 
may also be in family groups, with or without juveniles.  In the afternoon they go to 
areas near the roost area, where they may feed until quite late, forming the so-called 
pre-roosts.  Finally, they will go in groups to the roost, situated in a wetland, which 
could be a pond, lagoon, reservoir or temporarily flooded seedbed or stubble, where all 
the birds in the area will all spend the night, so they can be counted as they reach 
these.  There are alternative ways: 
4.1.1: Roost census: Once the overnight resting place is located and the approach 
routes to itare known, a vantage point is chosen from which to count the passing 
cranes.  This is generally done at sunset, so it should be found earlier in the afternoon, 
ending when the light has gone.  When there is a full moon cranes may arrive later, 
when some groups can be missed, although this can also happen if there are 
disturbances caused by hunters, anglers or people moving through the area.  This can 
be avoided by doing the census at dawn, given that all the birds will be present then.  
Only fog can prevent a correct count. 
4.1.2: Census in feeding habitat or feeding station: This is a daytime method which 
we use in open areas, with little relief in the landscape, good visibility and absence of 
obstacles which impede detection of the groups.  A route is planned through the 
feeding areas in advance and it is driven, counting all the groups present.  It is begun 
early in the morning, covering all the designated area, trying to finish before the end of 
the day, when the cranes regroup in resting and collecting areas. This is the method 
used in the Central Zone of Extremadura, due to the great extent of this area and its 
complexity on account of the great number of birds present and the variable number of 
dormitories in the area, which can change according to availability or because of 
disturbances.  This enables the census to be done by a small group of experienced 
people who can cover the entire sector simultaneously. 
4.1.3: Census at feeding station and dormitory: In localities where suitable areas 
are not too big, and with not many birds, a dormitory census can be done, 
complemented with a journey through the feeding area in the morning, or by counting 
the feeding areas followed by the dormitory.  For this type of area, this is undoubtedly 
the most complete method since it offers a greater guarantee of counting all the birds 
present. 
 
Generally we recommend doing the counts on Fridays, but depending on local or 
weather conditions these can be delayed or brought forward one or two days.  We 
don´t recommend doing them on Sundays as these are hunting days, which can affect 
the cranes´ distribution or choice of dormitory. 
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4.2: First census: December 

 
It should be noted that the persistent drought had a significant impacton the distribution 
of cranes in Spain in December, beginning with the large decrease in birds in Aragon, 
especially in the Gallocanta area.  The wintering population of birds in this Region was 
reduced to less than half of that of previous Decembers, to the extent that Gallocanta 
lagoon only had 72 cranes (as it was dry) while in December 2016 there were more 
than 17,400 at the lagoon and 49,500 in Aragon. 
In Extremadura it produced a decrease of some 18,000 birds (a figure matching the 
increase in Castilla La Mancha).  They also decreased significantly in Navarra, 
probably related to the conditions in Aragon. 
Nevertheless, a significant increase occurred in Castilla La Mancha, with 18,000 birds 
more than in December 2016, more than 14,000 being counted at both the Tablas de 
Daimiel and Rosarito reservoir.  An increase in the wintering population occurred in 
Andalucia too, with 8,000 more individuals. 
As for Castilla y León, it maintained the same population as has been censussed in 
recent seasons. 
The figures in Catalunya, Balearic Islands and the Valencian Community stayed the 
same as other years.  La Rioja went through another winter with few birds and, notably, 
cranes were recorded during the December census for the first time in the Murcia 
Region. 
The census result was 221,451 cranes counted in Spain, well below the December 
2016 census, when 242,225 birds were counted, while 11,648 cranes were counted in 
Portugal, duplicating the number of birds with respect to December 2016 in this 
country. (Carlos Cruz, SPEA). 
The total for the peninsula gives us 233,099 birds, far from the 247,982 of the previous 
year. 
This can be explained by thefact that 50,000 cranes that were still in Germany and 
apparently another 15,000 in Poland.  France had some 70,000 cranes (approximate 
data), but over 100,000 in 2016/17. 
The settled weather in autumn enabled thousands of cranes to stay in central Europe, 
and in the first days of 2018 some were even occupying breeding territories in 
Germany.  All this led to many not heading off to the south-west. 
The lack of precipitation brought forward work in the stubble fields and therefore the 
loss of an important food resource, which forced the cranes to move promptly to areas 
of dehesa.  The increase was appreciable in the La Serena district of Badajoz, in 
Castilla La Mancha (Toledo and Ciudad Real) as well as in the north of Cordoba. 
This situation propitiated a considerable shortage of wetlands suitable for resting 
cranes, which led to concentrations in suitable places such as large reservoirs.  In 
Extremadura, they went back to roosting at Orellana reservoir, which they used to do 
30 years ago, (although they continued using it in lower numbers), the loss of flooded 
areas in rice fields induced them to return to this wetland.  In a similar vein, figures 
known from other censuses tripled at Rosarito reservoir and Las Tablas de Daimiel.  
Something similar happened at Alange reservoir in Badajoz, although with lower 
numbers (from the usual 700 to more than 2,600). 
 
As a result of all this we can conclude that it is not just the food resource that governs 
the special distribution of cranes, but is also very important to have suitable resting 
areas available. 
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Provincial distribution of cranes in the IberianPeninsula, 15/12/17 
 
 

 
 
Distribution of cranes in the Iberian Peninsula by Autonomous Region, 15/12/17 
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4.3: Second census: January 
 
The weather conditions continued being unfavourable and rain was scarce, although 
the short periods when it appeared had a positive influence on the possibility of looking 
for food by scratching the soil.  However, agricultural works continued and grain in 
many stubble fields was buried. 
Neither were there significant changes in central Europe, which enabled many cranes 
to stay in Germany throughout the winter. 
During the January census, 201,633 cranes were counted, dropping 20,000 individuals 
from the December census.  Although we have no record of migratory movements 
during these weeks, it is possible that transfer between different areas would have led 
to the results obtained. 
In Portugal, 12,672 cranes were censussed (Carlos Cruz SPEA), an increase of some 
1,000 compared to December, which is becoming normal for this country, where the 
January censuses exceed those of December, because the cranes here are closely 
linked to dehesas and in this month take full advantage of the acorns. 
The final figure for cranes counted in the Iberian Peninsula during this period was 
214,305 birds. 
A considerable increase in numbers happened in Navarra, similar to what happened in 
January 2016, although on that occasion the increase was driven by birds fleeing bad 
weather in Germany, and this time it must have been Iberian birds already moving 
north. 
A moderate decrease in birds was seen in Castilla y León in this census.  The number 
of cranes in Catalunya also went down, contrary to an increase in the Valencian 
Community, Balearic Islands, Madrid and Murcia Region, although it has to be said that 
the appearance of birds in this region could actually be down to birds on the move 
rather than truly wintering birds.  Birds were proven to spend the winter in La Rioja, 
although in small numbers. 
The situation in Extremadura remained stable; conversely, a significant decrease 
occurred in Aragon and Andalucia but inCastilla La Mancha it was greatest, with a 
reduction of over 11,000 birds. 

 
 

4.3.1: Morocco, January census: 
 
In Morocco just one census was done, during January, coordinated by Alejandro 
Onrubia of Fundación Migres. 
1,875 birds were counted in six regions of this country.  The majority were shared 
between the wetlands in the north, principally in the region of Tánger/Tetouan. It should 
be noted that birds continue to reach the south of the country, to the edge of the 
Sahara Desert, where 12 birds were present in the Sous-Massa-Draa National Park, 
making them the most southerly of the western population of cranes.  In this country, 
the number of birds censussed was the same as the previous year, although it should 
be noted that it is not easy to count because of the remoteness of some localities, the 
extensiveness of these areas and the absence of appropriate access. 
The total of these North African birds and Iberian birds gives us a final figure of 
216,180 individuals. 
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Results of the Iberian crane census by province during January 2018  
 

 
 
Distribution of cranes in Iberiaby autonomous community and in Morocco during the 
January census 
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CENSUS Grus grus 2017/18        December         January 

Navarra 613 2858 

Aragón 19615 15650 

La Rioja 5 4 

Catalunya 188 97 

Valencian Community 51 62 

Balearic Islands                     23 19 

Murcia Region  2 33 

Castilla y León 7406 6022 

Madrid 0 37 

Castilla La Mancha 56720 45187 

Extremadura 116975 116171 

Andalucia 19853 15493 

SPAIN 221451 201633 
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4.4: Census results by Autonomous Community:  
 
4.4.1: Navarra 
 
The census result was 613 cranes in December and 2,858 in January, in six localities. 
In this autonomous community the usual trend was reversed, with more birds in 
December than in January.  The decline of birds in Aragon possibly influenced the 
distribution of those in Navarra. 
Nevertheless, the number of individuals presentin January increased significantly, 
perhaps due to the birds displaced from Aragon (although Figarol is on the border) and 
others coming from further south which, because of the feeding conditions, left early for 
places further north with available resources to prepare for crossing the Pyrenees. 
 

 
LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Pitillas lagoon Navarra Pitillas 0 0 

La Rada Navarra Murillo, El Cuende 0 0 

La Mueda Navarra Aibar 0 0 

Arguedas rice fields Navarra Arguedas 0 4 

Dos Reinos lagoon Arag/Nava Figarol y Carcastillo 610 2854 

Las Cañas reservoir Navarra Viana 3 0 

NAVARRA     613 2858 
 

 

4.4.2: La Rioja 
 
Five cranes were censussed in December and four in January at one site in La Rioja. 
In this autonomous community, although the number of birds is very small, 
nevertheless this small nucleus is becoming established, having the same number of 
birds as the previous season, so they could well be the same birds. 
 

LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Hervíaslagoon Logroño Hervías 5 4 

LA RIOJA     5 4 
 

 

4.4.3: Aragón 
 
31 locations were censussed in Aragon, with 19,615 cranes counted in December and 
15,650 in January. 
This autonomous community experienced a significant decline in the number of 
wintering birds compared to previous seasons. 
This was especially significant in the Gallocanta area.  As the lagoon stayed dry, the 
cranes chose other smaller wetlands nearby for roosting, and this influenced the 
number of birds that decided to winter.  A major difference is seen in the different 
locations in both censuses, which is because of the condition of the wetlands as well as 
the availability of feeding resources, leading to continuous movements between the 
different nuclei and remarkable fluctuations in dormitories within a few days. 
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LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Gallocanta Zaragoza Gallocanta 72 44 

La Loteta reservoir Zaragoza Pedrola 353 357 

Valareña/El Bayo Zaragoza Valareña 702 4600 

Valdecenicera Zaragoza Quinto de Ebro 0 1149 

Loma de la Venta pool (Esquilao) Zaragoza Quinto de Ebro 851 129 

Mequinenza reservoir Zaragoza Chiprana 0 0 

Malvecino reservoir Zaragoza Pinsoro 61 0 

Sadaba-Pinsoro Zaragoza Pinsoro 0   

Turruquiel Zaragoza Ejea de los Caballeros 1270 500 

Buena Vista plain Zaragoza Ejea de los Caballeros 7515 3585 

Sopeña Zaragoza Ejea de los Caballeros 1300 2800 

Laverne reservoir Zaragoza Ejea de los Caballeros 0   

Salada de Chiprana Zaragoza Chiprana 0 0 

La Zaida lagoon Zaragoza Used 0 0 

La Tranquera reservoir Zaragoza Nuévalos 0   

Güilguerrero lagoon Zaragoza Cubel 437 136 

El Planerón Zaragoza Belchite 0 0 

Santalecina Huesca Estilche, Sta. Lecina, Castelflorite 1160 1500 

Alboré pool/Sotonera reservoir Huesca Montmesa 3880 95 

Clamor Vieja Huesca Castelflorite 207 0 

Ventorrillo Huesca Aldea de Cinca, Siguena, Sena 621 0 

Pajazo reservoir Huesca Martín del Río 0   

San Salvador reservoir Huesca Binaced 60   

El Balsón (Ojos Altos) Teruel Caminreal 0 2 

Cañizar lagoon Teruel Villarquemado y Cella 0 0 

Saladas de Alcañiz Teruel Alcañiz 0 0 

Lechago reservoir Teruel Navarrete del Río 825 679 

Carabejas lagoon Teruel Torralba de los Sisones 360 0 

Rbla. De Peñaflor, masia Matilla Teruel Puebla de Valverde 1   

Cueva Foradada reservoir Teruel   0   

ARAGÓN     19615 15650 
 
 

4.4.4: Catalunya 
 
188 cranes were counted in Catalunya in December and 97 in January, in five 
locations. 
This was a significant increase over the previous season, particularly in December, and 
the figure stayed at around 100 birds throughout the winter.  Only Aiguamolls de 
l’Empordà kept a stable wintering population in fact, while other locations only held 
birds for a few days or recorded migrating birds. 
Nevertheless, the Ebro Delta, which held nearly all of the Catalan birds in December, 
had none in January in spite of the fact that the extensive rice fields could host a larger 
number of birds. 
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LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Pals Girona Pals   25 

Aiguamolls de l' Empordá Girona Castelló d'Empuries 34 57 

Sant Joan les Fonts Girona Sant Joan Les Fonts   15 

Ebro Delta Tarragona Amposta 74   

Torres dels Frares Barcelona Vic 85   

CATALUNYA     188 97 
 
4.4.5: Valencian Community 
 
51 cranes were censussed in the Valencian Community in December and 62 in 
January, in nine locations.  Only three of them had positive results.  Wintering as such 
only occurs at El Hondo reservoir at Alacant, where several dozen have wintered 
regularly for several seasons.  The rest of the sightings (including l’Albufera) relate to 
displaced or migrating birds. 
The east coast constitutes a migration route that allows birds to reach northern Africa, 
(without the need of crossing at Gibraltar),and other wintering areas in the south of the 
Peninsula, such as Fuente de Piedra and La Janda. 

 

LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Almenara marsh Castelló La Llosa 0   

Nules marsh Castelló Nules 0   

Sant Mateu lagoon Castelló Sant Mateu 0 0 

La Jana lagoon Castelló La Jana 0 0 

Sant Jordi pool Castelló Sant Jordi 0 0 

Lores pool Castelló Traiguera   0 

Sollana pools (L'Albufera) Valencia Sollana 25 8 

El Hondo (los Carrizales) Alacant Elx 26 50 

Santa Pola salt pans Alacant Santa Pola   4 

VALENCIAN COMMUNITY     51 62 
 
 

4.4.6: Balearic Islands 
 
The Balearic archipelago supports a small wintering population, with 23 cranes in 
December and 19 in January in two locations, which moves between both wetlands in 
search of feeding and resting places. 
The wintering population is generally on Mallorca, although occasionally it can be found 
on other islands. 
The islands are in a strategic position in the Mediterranean and are used as a 
geographic reference and rest-stop during autumn migration by birds heading for 
northern Africa or southern Spain, without ruling out that they are also used in spring 
. 

LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Albufera de Mallorca Mallorca Muro   16 

AlbuferetaNature Reserve Mallorca Pollença 9   

Salobrar de Campos Mallorca Campos 14 3 

BALEARIC ISLANDS     23 19 
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4.4.7: Murcia Region 
 
Two cranes were counted in Murcia in December and 33 in January, in three locations.  
This was the first time this region contributed birds to the censuses, although these 
individuals are usually on passage or are displaced (probably from the nearby El 
Hondo reservoir). 

 
LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

El Poyo del Mar Menor Murcia San Ginés de la Jara 2   

Llano del Beal Murcia Cartagena   20 

Cieza Murcia Cieza   13 

MURCIA REGION     2 33 
 

 

4.4.8: Castilla y León 
 
7,406 cranes were censussed in Castilla y León in December and 6,022 in January, in 
18 locations.  The wintering population remains stable over the years, although a slight 
fall was seen this January. 
The vast majority come from the nuclei of Salamanca, which supports the bulk of the 
population.  However, Ávila holds a regular wintering population at the El Hoyo lagoon, 
which disappears in some Januarys, but this year had stayed and although the 
numbers had gone down on the census dates the numbers had recovered a few days 
later.  This location is used as a link between the Riolobos weir and the Santa Teresa 
reservoir, birds being able to move to Valladolid province, reducing the wintering 
population (in Ávila), because of the loss of feeding habitat and absence of wetland 
areas for resting. 
The Villafáfila lagoons usually host the largest number of individuals during December.  
These cranes arrive in autumn following the ancient Campos route, which crosses the 
La Nava Lagoon and brings birds to these and other lagoons (which disappeared in the 
20th century), before they then spread out to the dehesas of Salamanca in the south of 
the autonomous community 
Half of the birds winter at the Riolobos weir.  Cranes used to feed in small groups in the 
stubbles and cereal crops and slept in the washout pools of the area, many of which 
disappeared following the lack of rain or were drained and cultivated.  Following the 
construction of this weir and starting irrigation, principally for maize, cranes took 
advantage of the surrounding area.  The appearance of maize and a large wetland 
enabled the population to increase, becoming the most significant nucleus in this 
autonomous community.  
 

LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

La Nava lagoon Palencia Fuentes de Nava, Maza 1 48 

Boada de Campos lagoon Palencia Boada de Campos 70   

Villafáfila lagoon Zamora Otero de Sariegos, Villafáfila 543 97 

La Zarza lagoon Valladolid La Zarza 0 0 

Los Mullidares lagoon Valladolid Lomoviejo 0 0 

La Colada lagoon Valladolid San Vicente del Palacio 0 0 

Pozuelo de la Orden Valladolid Pozuelo de la Orden 0 0 

Gomeznarro Valladolid Gomeznarro 0 0 
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Herrín de Campos Valladolid Herrín de Campos 23 0 

El Hoyo lagoon Ávila El Oso 817 222 

Rosarito bay Ávila Candeleda 818 569 

Lavajares lagoon Salamanca Rágama 0 0 

Santa Teresa reservoir Salamanca Montejo,Salvatierra, Aldeavieja,Guijuelo 1183 1690 

Riolobos weir Salamanca Campo de Peñaranda, Villar Gallimazo 3911 3396 

Pedraza de Yeltes Salamanca Pedraza de Yeltes 40   

Cristo lagoon Salamanca Alba de Yeltes 0 0 

Castraz Salamanca Alba de Yeltes 0 0 

Cabaco Salamanca   0   

CASTILLA Y LEÓN     7406 6022 
 
 
4.4.9: Madrid 
 
37 cranes were censussed in Madrid Community in January, in a single location. 
The El Pardo reservoir is the only wetland that hosts wintering cranes, although 
notevery season nor throughout the winter. 
Nevertheless, this community is very interesting during migration times as cranes cross 
it in both passages in large flocks, especially birds that will winter in Extremadura and 
Castilla y León. 
 
 

LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

El Pardo reservoir Madrid Madrid 0 37 

MADRID     0 37 
 
 
4.4.10:Castilla La Mancha 
 
This is the second-most important community for wintering cranes in the Iberian 
Peninsula, welcoming 25% of the birds in Spain.  56,720 cranes were censussed in 
December and 45,187 in January, in 39 locations. 
Castilla La Mancha is strategically situated in the centre/south of the peninsula.  This 
gives it the peculiarity of being a key region during both migration periods, as well as 
having extensive dehesas that allow it to accommodate a significant contingent of 
cranes.  During December they welcomed a portion of the cranes from Extremadura 
(with which a large part of the habitat and many nuclei of cranes are shared), as well as 
part of the Aragon contingent, so that it easily exceeded the figure of 50,000 for the first 
time during December, returning to its usual figures in January. 
In the first part of the winter Tablas de Daimiel welcomed a previously-unknown 
population of cranes in this wetland, partly restored in recent times (which has favoured 
this species as well as other water birds), although figures returned to normal in the 
second part of the winter. 
The other wetland that welcomed an unusual number of birds was Rosarito reservoir.  
This enclave is found in the north of the Community, and its birds´ feeding habitat 
spreads into Extremadura, principally dehesas but also some maize stubble. In 
contrast to the Tablas de Daimiel population of cranes, it remained stable throughout 
the winter with a slight decline in January. 
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LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Honda lagoon Guadalajara Campillo de Dueñas 170 203 
 
Monteagudo Vicarías resvr. Soria Monteagudo de las Vicarías 52 88 

La Torrecilla reservoir Albacete Pétrola 48 8 

Casa de Villora lagoon Albacete Chinchilla de Montearagón 18 64 

Bonilla Albacete Bonilla 24   

Hoya Pelada Albacete  Pétrola   30 

Casa Higinio Albacete  Pétrola   2 

Salarejo Albacete  Pétrola   28 

 Buendía reservoir Cu/Gu Buendía, Alcocer, Alcohujate, Villb. 188 44 

Alarcón reservoir Cuenca Honrubia, Hontecillas, Vald,. Júcar 3425 6984 

Manjavacas lagoon Cuenca Mota del Cuervo 780 1587 

El Hito lagoon Cuenca Montalbo 0 0 

Castrejón reservoir Toledo La Puebla de Montalbán 2761 730 

Rosarito reservoir Toledo Oropesa 14134 13739 

Navalcán reservoir Toledo Navalcán 5324 3571 

El Taray lagoon Toledo Quero 0 0 

Long lagoon Toledo Villacañas 0 2263 

Peña Hueca lagoon Toledo Villacañas 3849 1713 

El Verdugal Toledo Oropesa 0 0 

El Grullo lagoon Toledo La Calzada de Oropesa 0 0 

Big lagoon Toledo Villafranca de los Caballeros 17   

La Sal lagoon Toledo Villafranca de los Caballeros 25   

Santa María quarry Toledo Ocaña   7 

Villafranca track lagoon Ciudad Real Alcázar de San Juan 1150 0 

Pajares lagoon Ciudad Real Alcázar de San Juan 0 0 

Confluence of the Rivers Ciudad Real Alcázar de San Juan 23 104 

Salicor lagoons Ciudad Real Alcázar de San Juan 1981 1175 

La Veguilla lagoon Ciudad Real Alcázar de San Juan 88 0 

Las Yegüas lagoon Ciudad Real Alcázar de San Juan 0   

Torre de Abraham reservoir Ciudad Real Retuerta del Bullaque 5200 3243 

Las Povedas reservoir Ciudad Real Alcoba 2241 3650 

Tablas de Daimiel Ciudad Real Daimiel,Villarrubia de los Ojos 14160 4850 

El Martinete Ciudad Real Los Pozuelos de Calatrava 80   

El Vicario reservoir Ciudad Real Fernán Caballero 120   

Almodóvar del Campo Ciudad Real Almodóvar del Campo 122   

Alcudia Valley Ciudad Real Almodóvar del Campo 774 794 

Poblete Ciudad Real Poblete   258 

Castillejos de la Bienvenida Ciudad Real Los Castillejos de la Bienvenida   7 

Brazatortas Ciudad Real Brazatortas   45 

CASTILLA LA 
MANCHA     56720 45187 
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4.4.11: Extremadura 
 
116,975 cranes were censussed in Extremadura in December and 116,171 in January, 
in 56 locations and 12 sectors. 
In this region we census dormitories and in feeding habitat in the sectors that are 
located in the upper floodplain of the River Guadiana and spread into both provinces, 
which we call the Central Zone of Extremadura.  The extent of this area, the network of 
tracks, the numerous dormitories, and the fact that, generally, more than half of the 
Extremenian cranes stay here, make daytime counts recommendable, in which fewer 
observers can cover all the sectors efficiently. 
The early cultivation of stubbles influenced the distribution of cranes in the region, 
which was especially noticeable in the Central Zone, and although the number of 
individuals in Extremadura went down compared to other censuses, it remained stable 
throughout the winter. 
Cranes decreased notably in the Central Zone and they spread across both provinces, 
primarily in Cáceres.  In this province, some enclaves registered spectacular figures in 
January, such as Valdecañas reservoir with over 13,000 birds counted, due to the 
disappearance of small ponds in the area, located in dehesas, used as dormitories in 
years with normal water levels.  A proportion of these cranes feed in nearby dehesas of 
Toledo province. 
Other notable locations were Borbollón reservoir, which exceeded 8,000 individuals 
this season, and those at Valdesalor and Aldea de Cano in the second part of the 
winter.  These small reservoirs are located in zones of dehesa and traditional pasture. 
The most notable location in Badajoz province was the Molinos reservoir, which in 
recent winters has had no birds registered and in the second census collected a large 
contingent of cranes from nearby nuclei that chose this wetland after nearby ones 
disappeared, or due to disturbances at them.  A new dormitory also appeared on the 
Spanish-Portuguese border which took in birds from the west of this province that 
previously used the La Albuera lagoons/Valdelagrana reservoir, now dry, and the small 
reservoir at Las Merinillas which had a very low water level.  
Extremadura continues welcoming 55% of the total Spanish population, however, and 
together with the bordering provinces of Toledo, Ciudad Real and Cordoba, welcomes 
more than 85% of the total.  Also, the Portuguese cranes found in the Alentejo, which 
also borders Extremadura, show the importance that dehesa has always had for the 
species and which, in years such as this, is a key habitat for cranes to which they 
always resort when they meet adverse conditions.  Daily transfers occur routinely 
between the provinces and neighbouring country, feeding or sleeping at one side of the 
line or the other. 
 

LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

Borbollón reservoir Cáceres Santibáñez el Alto 8340 8644 

Gabriel y Galán reservoir Cáceres Zarza de Granadilla 2737 4557 

Galisteo lagoon Cáceres Galisteo 121 11 

River Tiétar-Monfragüe Cáceres Malpartida de Plasencia 1464 2109 

Palancoso lagoon Cáceres Navalmoral de la Mata 0 0 

Cañada del Venero Cáceres Talayuela 46 0 

Valdecañas reservoir Cáceres Peraleda de la Mata, El Gordo 8230 13002 

Torviscoso lagoon Cáceres Torviscoso 0 0 

Egido Nuevo Cáceres  Navalmoral de la Mata 418 546 

Ejido Grande Cáceres Navalmoral de la Mata 0 0 

Sector Alcántara/Brozas Cáceres Brozas 1148 1177 
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Talaván reservoir Cáceres Talaván           SD 237 

Santiago del Campo plains Cáceres Santiago del Campo 15 10 

Cuartón reservoir/Tejarejos Cáceres Monroy 582 929 

Las Seguras Cáceres Cáceres 187 227 

Valdesalor reservoir/Generala Cáceres Cáceres 1915 2608 

Aldea del Cano reservoir Cáceres Aldea del Cano 1918 3307 

Casas de Don Antonio reservoir Cáceres Casas de don Antonio 36   

La Atalaya pond Cáceres Aldea del Cano 12   

Campazo lagoon Cáceres Trujillo 383 376 

River Tozo/Labradillo Cáceres Trujillo 630 840 

Casillas stream reservoir Cáceres Trujillo 729 225 

Almansa, River Guadalupejo Badajoz Valdecaballeros 1300 112 

Recula,Orellana reservoir Badajoz Talarrubias 848 92 

Guadalemar/Siruela Badajoz Garbayuela/Siruela 5400 7100 

Las Bodeguillas Badajoz Casas de Don Pedro 1659 1612 

Valverde pond Badajoz Villanueva de la Serena 340 658 

Sector Madrigalejo-Casa Hitos Cáceres Madrigalejo/Navalvillar de Pela 4233 2492 

Sector Madriglejo/Obando BA/CC Madrigalejo/Navalvillar de Pela 3074 2574 

Sector Acedera-Puercas Badajoz Acedera/Don Benito 3992 2031 

Sector Las Rañas-El Alandre Badajoz Casas de Don Pedro 3107 5873 

Sector Moheda-Vegas Altas Badajoz Acedera/Navalvillar de Pela 1600 1006 

Sectores Yelbes/Medellín Badajoz Medellín/Sta. Amalia/Guareña 7700 5485 

Sector Valdehornillos/Búrdalo BA/CC Sta. Amalia/D.Benito/Miajadas 9569 8705 

Sector Villar de Rena/Alcollarín BA/CC Villar Rena/Campo Lugar 8906 1790 

Sector Logrosán/Zarzalejo Cáceres Logrosán 3055 1940 

Sector Guadámez/Búrdalo Badajoz Guareña/Sta.Amalia 4933 6584 

Sector Palazuelo/La Mata BA/CC Madrigalejo 2115 997 

Sector Los Guadalperales Badajoz Don Benito 6132 2087 

Cortijo del Zangallón Badajoz Villar del Rey, Alburquerque 620 1177 

La Cuba/Morante Badajoz La Roca de la Sierra 537 2168 

Los Canchales reservoir Badajoz Mérida 6351 6063 

Cornalvo reservoir (Cerros Verdes) Badajoz Mérida 76 27 

Valdelagrana reservoir Badajoz La Albuera 0 0 

La Albuera lagoons Badajoz Torre de Miguel Sesmero 0 0 

Villalba reservoir Badajoz Villalba de los Barros 195 186 

Alange reservoir Badajoz Alange 723 546 

Las Merinillas Badajoz Badajoz, Valverde de Leganés 0 791 

River Guadiana (Alqueva) Badajoz Olivenza 2517 770 

Cuncos reservoir Badajoz Villanueva del Fresno 789 283 

Alqueva reservoir, Friegamuñoz Badajoz Cheles, Vva. Fresno, Olivenza 1223 621 

La Guarda Badajoz La Guarda 14 110 

Las Torralbas Badajoz Magacela 249 214 

Badija North Badajoz Campanario 110 50 

Badija East Badajoz Quintana de la Serena 1740 830 

La Reyerta Badajoz Quintana de la Serena   120 

Puerto Mejoral Badajoz Castuera 1070 1685 
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Almorchón Badajoz Cabeza del Buey 404 441 

Zarza Capilla Badajoz Zarza Capilla 356 583 

Capilla/Dehesa de las Yuntas Badajoz Capilla 1236 1944 

Monterrubio (río Zújar) Badajoz Monterrubio de la Serena 144 1379 

El Rosal reservoir Badajoz Peraleda del Zaucejo           SD 1000 

Arroyo Conejo reservoir Badajoz Berlanga, Higuera de Llerena 389 439 

San Pedro dehesa Badajoz Casas de Reina 6 340 

La Osa Badajoz Retamal de Llerena 0   

Matanegra Badajoz Usagre, Bienvenida 800   

Retamal de Llerena Badajoz Retamal de Llerena 146   

Molinos reservoir Badajoz Llera 0 4461 

El Moral reservoir Badajoz Los Santos de Maimona 346   

EXTREMADURA     116975 116171 

 
 

4.4.12: Andalucia 
 
19,853 cranes were censussed in December and 15,493in January in Andalucia, in 25 
locations. 
Andalucia continues to be the fourth most important community for the species, 
although during the current season the numbers were almost the same as Aragon´s. 
Cordoba province is the most important, sharing feeding areas and dormitories with 
Badajoz and Ciudad Real for the wintering population of cranes based in the north of 
this province.  The number of birds remained steady throughout the winter, increasing 
by around 1,000 in the January census, probably because of cranes that had come to 
the dehesas in search of acorns. 
This area had apparently gone into decline in the years before the censuses began, 
without significant changes in the habitat occurring.  However, and thanks to the efforts 
of participants, this trend has been reversed.  It is a complex area, difficult to cover, so 
probably previous censuses did not have full coverage 
Doñana National Park is the next most important area, with just under 4,000 cranes in 
December.  However, there was a considerable decrease in January, probably related 
to the water situation in the park. 
After the park comes the extinct La Janda lagoon (now transformed into irrigated crops, 
mainly rice) and Fuente de Piedra lagoon. In both wetlands the number was up in 
December then went down in January. 
The rivers Tinto and Odiel have a small nucleus of cranes, which alternate their 
dormitory depending on whether they are feeding in the dehesa or the marshes. 

 
LOCALIDAD PROVINCIA MUNICIPIO 15/12/2017 19/01/2018 

La Colada reservoir Córdoba El Viso 547 993 

Sierra Boyera reservoir Córdoba Peñarroya/Pueblonuevo 870 2395 

Fuente la Zarza Córdoba Hinojosa del Duque 502 273 

Jardoso reservoir Córdoba Hinojosa del Duque 1446 1487 

Solana de Guadamatilla Córdoba Belalcázar 2378 2600 
Valhondo reservoir-
Campocerero Córdoba Hinojosa del Duque 426 812 

Navalespino reservoir Córdoba Los Blázquez 1836 920 

River Zújar, La Pizarra Córdoba Belalcázar 1400 1336 



Phenology & Distribution of the Common Crane (Grus grus) in Spain 2017/18 

 

José A. Román Álvarez (coordinator) 
 Page68 
 

El Pintado reservoir Sevilla Cazalla de la Sierra           SD 45 

Bucaré dehesa Sevilla Alcalá de Guadaira 500 390 

Pilas dehesa Sevilla Pilas   25 

La Lentejuela lagoon Sevilla La Lentejuela   88 

Écija Sevilla Écija 8   

Sierra de Hornachuelos Sevilla Hornachuelos 20   

Doñana National Park SE/H La Puebla River Almonte 3920 825 

River Odiel Huelva Gibraleón 0 359 

River Tinto Huelva San Juan del Puerto 537 0 

Fuente  de Piedra lagoon Málaga Fuente de Piedra 2375 1231 

Dulce lagoon Málaga Antequera 52 35 

La Janda Cádiz Tarifa and Vejér de la Frontera 2820 1470 

San. José del Palmar saltpans Cádiz Puerto Real   4 

Puerto Real Cádiz Puerto Real   9 

Mesas de Astra/Trebujena Cádiz Trebujena 145 52 
Algaida marshes and 
Trebujena Cádiz 

Trebujena and Sanlucar de 
Barrameda 49 71 

Medina lagoon Cádiz Jerez de la Frontera 22 23 

ANDALUCIA     19853 15493 
 

 
Distribution of common cranes (Grus grus) in the Iberian Península, 2017/2018 
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Comparison between the December and January censuses in Spain (2013/2018)  
 
 

5- SPRING MIGRATION BY COMMON 
CRANES (Grus grus) 2018. 
 
From the first days of January, several pairs of cranes were already being found 
occupying breeding sites in Germany.  These were probably birds that had only moved 
to nearby areas or northern France.  Although no movements were seen in Spain, it 
can´t be ruled out that these hadn´t happened, particularly at night when they couldn´t 
have been detected. 
The first group wasn´t reported until the middle of January: 
-17/01/18: 20 flying over Pamplona (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona. 
-05/02/18: 150 going over Pamplona (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona. 
-06/02/18: 20 over Suzana (BU) David Martínez 
-07/02/18:cranes are heard over Txingudi marshes (G) José F. Esparcia. 
-09/02/18: 400+ cross over Navarra today, Jesus M. Lekuona et al (47 over the Sierra 
de Alaitz and 185 over Barasoain, Jesús M. Lekuona); 35 going over Arganda del Rey 
(M) Gustavo López; 6 over Alcalá de Henares (M) Juan C. del Moral. 
-10/02/18: 2,000 arrive at Sotonera reservoir (HU) in the morning, Pablo Vallés, 
Francisco Quesada; 150 migrating over the River Cubilar, Navalvillar de Pela (BA) 
Manuel Gómez; several groups leave Borbollón reservoir (CC) Goyo Naharro; 300+ 
over Madrid, Carmina Franco; 27 over Cáparra (CC) Hugo Sánchez. 
-11/02/18: 150 migrating over Campanario (BA) Manuel Maximiano; several groups 
over Valdecañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; 5 over Teruel, Emilio Bobed; several groups 
from Extremadura over Retuerta del Bullaque (CR) Gerardo García; several 
groupsover Toledo, José Gómez; 250 set off fromRosarito reservoir (TO) Dave 
Langlois; 150 over Torrejón de Ardoz (M) Francisco Martín; 100 over Colmenarejo (M) 
Fernando Sastre; 67 over Casarrubias del Monte (TO) José Gómez; 200 cross 
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Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al; several groups leave from Palazuelo (BA) Juan P. 
Prieto;200 over  Casa de Campo, Madrid, Jesús Calderón. 

 
Cranes in Spain during the week 5-11 February 2018 
 
-12/02/18: 70 over Alba de Tormes (SA) Francisco J. García; 40 over the Mallos de 
Riglos (HU) Pablo Vallés; 200 over Pamplona (NA) María Durán; 200 over Almazán 
(SO) Fernando García; 950+ go over Aoiz (NA) Amaia Ekisoain. 
-13/02/18: 17 migrating over Badajoz, Mariano Cabrero; 200+ over San Miguel de 
Valero (SA) Cristina Giner; 67 over Zaragoza, José L. Rivas; 116 over Ataquines (VA) 
Juan A. Medina; 27 over Las Rozas (M) Daniel Ordoñez; 40 over Rivas Vaciamadrid 
(M), Elena Baonza; 2 over Sangüesa (NA) Javier Solís; 350 over Leganés (M); 140 
over Madrid, Santiago Martín; 50 over Tendilla (GU) Guillermo González; 9 over 
Monfragüe (CC), Peter Claus; 21 over Vallecas (M) Blas Molina; 46 over Chantre (GU) 
Alberto García; 80 over Fuenlabrada (M) Félix Arribas; 120 over Hontanar (TO) Pablo 
Herrador; 240 and 250 over Burgo de Ebro (Z) María Martín, Marco A. Escudero. 
-14/02/18: 58 over Zaragoza; 10,000 feeding in dehesas at Cabañeros (CR) 
AntonioTorrijo et al; several groups migrating over Cerveruela (Z) Javier Julve; 400 
over Zaragoza, Francisco Quesada; 100 over Justibol (Z) Francisco Quesada; 6,000 
circling over Buendía reservoir (CU/GU) Antonio Torrijo et al; 8,000 in the morning at 
Gallocanta (Z), some 9,000 in the afternoon, Antonio Torrijo; 20 over River Cinca, El 
Grado (HU) Andrew Tordoff; 250 over Galacho de Justibol (Z) Slivia Roy, Aitor Mora; 
45 over Zaragoza, Ricardo Pérez 
-15/02/18: numerous flocks migrating over El Bayo (Z) Francisco Quesada; 4,000 go 
from Gallocanta (Z), Antonio Torrijo; 950+ going over Aoiz (NA) Amaia Ekisoain; 60 
over Montijo (BA) Francisco Lopo; 252 over Almazán (SO) Jorge Sanz; another 100, 
Christian Pascual; 450 going over Guasa (HU) Mikel Echeverria; 676 at Dos Reinos 
lagoon (NA) Eneko Azkue; 141 over Madrid, Javier Martín; 32 over Cercedilla (M) 
Javier Pantoja; 6,644 are censussed in the Gallocanta area (Z/TE) S.A.R.G.A. 
-16/02/18: 46 migrating over Navalvillar de Pela (BA) Felix Ronan; 100 over Puebla de 
Alcocer (BA) Félix Ronan; 9,129migrating over Castilblanco (BA) Felix Ronan; 59 over 
Abioncillo (SO) Juan L. Hernández; several thousands arrive at Gallocanta (Z/TE) 
Iraida Redondo; 200 abandon the crossing at Guasa (HU) because of the weather, 
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Mikel Echeverría; 5,000 cross Navarra, Jesús Mari Lekuona et al (of which 1,025 go 
over Cáseda, Juan I. Deán); 1,500 at Alboré pool (HU) Pablo Vallés, Silvia Duque; 747 
at Lechago reservoir (Z) Antonio Torrijo; 60 over Villafrades (VA) Jesús Calderón; 518 
over Arrocampo reservoir (CC) Sergio Mayordomo; 59 over Abioncillo de Catalañazor 
(SO) Juan L. Hernández; 90 over Almazán (SO) Fernando Chaguaceda. 

 
Cranes at Gallocanta  
 
-17/02/18: 180 at dawn at Peña Hueca lagoon (TO) Ángel Velasco; 276 at the lagoon 
in the Dehesa de Rabonera de Campo (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 10,000+ at Gallocanta 
(Z/TE) of which 1,500 leave, but return due to unfavourable weather conditions, 
Antonio Torrijo; 127 feeding at Zamajón and 700 at Aldealafuente (SO), Juan L. 
Hernández; 150 migrating over Alcollarín (CC) Martin Kelsey; 473 censussed at La 
Janda lagoon (CA) Arkadiusz Broniarek; 3 over Marcilla (NA) José Ardaiz; 25 over 
Tabla de Alarcos (CR) Francisco Hidalgo; 750, 350 and 60 over Ventas de San Julian 
(TO) César Clemente; 810 and 170 leave  Madrigal de la Vera (CC) Dave Langlois; 68, 
100 and 350 over (TO) Ángel Velasco; 150 over La Sagra (SO) Jesús Ruíz; 4,000 
roost at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Pablo Vallés, Kees Wourtensen; 2,000 arrive at 
Gallocanta lagoon (Z(TE) Antonio Torrijo; 3,000 roost at Rosarito reservoir (TO) César 
Clemente. 
-18/02/18: Some 10,000 set off on migration at 10:40h from Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio 
Torrijo, many of them flying over Zaragoza, Francisco J.Sampietro and at 15:30h they 
begin arriving at Sotonera reservoir (HU); around 6,000 roost at this reservoir, Pablo 
Vallés,Francisco Quesada;60 over Puras (VA) Cristina Giner; 800 over Sacedón (GU) 
Fernando Alonso; 400 over Alique (GU) Ricardo Rodríguez; 1,125 in three flocksover 
Arganda de Rey (M) Gustavo López; 75 at La Nava lagoon (P) Francisco José Calvo; 
1,500 over Las Rozas (M) Daniel Ordóñez; 1,000 going over Buendía (CU) Antonio 
Rodríguez; 550 flying overCalatayud (Z) Manuel Díez; 160 over Madrid, Fernando del 
Amo; 3 over the Sierra de Andújar (J) Fernando del Valle; 45 at Cuatro Caminos (AL) 
Mario Navarro; 20 over Zaragoza, Guillermo Aparicio; 44 over Torrelaguna (GU) 
Guillermo González; 1,000 go over San Mateo de Gállego (HU);some 17,000 cranes 
arrive at Gallocanta (Z/TE) during the day, Antonio Torrijo; 150 and 210 come to roost 
at El Pardo reservoir (M) Adolfo Rodríguez; 1,850 roost at Gabriel y Galán reservoir 
(CC) Hugo Sánchez. 
To date, at least 50,000 cranes are estimated to have arrived at Gallocanta, Antonio 
Torrijo. 
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During the week a total of 9,894 have crossed Navarra. 
 

 
Cranes leaving the Tíetar Valley, La Vera (CC) César Clemente 17/02/18 
 

 
 
Crane dstribution and migration in Spain during the week12-18 February 2018 
 
-19/02/18: 18,000+ leave Gallocanta (Z/TE) Uge Fuertes; 600, 570 and 850 go over 
Riglos (HU) Pablo Vallés; 96 and 500 over Lumbier (NA), although they turn round at 
the top of the Sierra de Leyre, Jesús M. Lekuona; 5,000 and 290 go over Ayerbe (HU); 
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2,000 leave from the Campo Lugar/Villar de Rena area, (CC/BA) Martin Kelsey; 1,810 
cross Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona et al; hundreds of cranes migrating over Retuerta del 
Bullaque (CR) Gerardo García; passage over San Miguel de Valero (SA) Cristina 
Giner; 500+ leave from the Don Benito area and another 500 from Yelbes (BA) 
although several thousands are feeding in the Búrdalo area (BA/CC) Fernando Yuste; 
200 over Hoya de Huesca; 65 over Madrid; 350, 600 and 350 over Madrid, Vicente 
Amat; 250 over Pamite (Z) Manuel Díez; 400 over La Alcarria (GU) Maite Fernández; 
1,000 over San Mateo de Gállego; 15,000+ at Gallocanta in the afternoon, Jose M. 
Pueyo; 11,102 roost at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Juan C. Albero; 470 over Arganda del 
Rey (M) Gustavo López; 116 over Zaragoza, Ricardo Pérez; 37 over Oropesa (TO) 
César Clemente; 13 at S’Albufera Natural Park (IB) Steve Nicoll. 
-20/02/18: 500+ over Almonacid (TO) Juan C. Cruz; 50 over Sierra de Fuentes (CC) 
Martin Kelsey; 200 over Campanario (BA) Manuel Maximiano; at least 10,000 cranes 
leave Sotonera (HU), Amadine Goudouneix; 12,000+ over River Cubilar (BA) Manuel 
Gómez; 200 over Guadiloba reservoir (CC) Martin Kelsey; 150, 200, 90 and 240 go 
over Trujillo (CC), Jesús Porras; 200 over Toledo, Ángel Velasco; 46 over Alrrincón 
(HU) Francisco Quesada; 170 over Casarrubios del Monte (TO) Javier Isla; 70 over 
Trujillo (CC) Carmen Pérez-Aloe; 28,000 roost at Gallocanta (Z/TE) Antonio Torrijo; 6 
at La Zolina pool (NA) Raúl Pascual; 130 over Torrejoncillo (CC) Raúl Granados; 
27atLa Nava lagoon (P) Rafael Hermosilla; 500 over Fuenlabrada (M) Félix Arribas; 
another 250 Carlos Herranz; 3 arrive over the sea from the south west at Retamar (AL) 
Antonio Fuentes, Raimundo Martín, Richard Howard. 
-21/02/18: massive departure from Gallocanta and Sotonera, although the strong north 
wind scatters them; 100 over Puebla del Prior (BA) José A. Sánchez; 58 at Castellò 
d’Empuries; 1,000 roost atLos Canchales reservoir (BA) Francisco Lopo; 25,000 at 
Gallocanta (Z/TE) in the afternoon, AntonioTorrijo; 378 at Campillos freshwater lagoon 
(MA) Raquel Díaz; 374 at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Javier Trian; 4 over Ultzama (NA) 
Daniel García. 
 

 
Cranes at Gallocanta 24/02/18 
 
-22/02/18: 200, 50 and 100 over San Miguel de Valero (SA) Cristina Giner; 283 over 
Mérida hospital (BA) José A. Román and another  400 over the city, Ángel Sánchez; 
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225 feeding at Villagonzalo (BA) José A. Román; 199 and 6  over Arganda del Rey (M) 
Gustavo López; 400+ over Yesa reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada; 33 and 1,100 over 
Oropesa (TO) César Clemente; 1,000+ going over Monfragüe NP (CC) Javier Prieta; 
82 at Lechago reservoir (Z) Antonio Torrijo; 14,000 leave Gallocanta (Z/TE) Francisco 
J. Sampietro leaving a similar number of birds, although numerous flocks begin to 
arrive from 15:00h; 54,714 cranes are censussed in the area in the afternoon, 
S.A.R.G.A; 1,050 at Ríolobos weir (SA) Carlos Villaverde; 205 over Arganda del Rey 
(M) Gustavo López. 
-23/02/18: 100 over Campo Maior (Portugal) Carlos Cruz; 2,500 migrating over Daroca 
(Z) Francisco J. Calero; massive departure from Gallocanta (Z/TE) in the morning, 
leaving some 5,000 birds, Uge Fuertes; numerous groups arrive at 16:30h at Sotonera 
(HU), where some 14,000 roost; active migration through the Hecho Valley (HU) in the 
morning; thousands going over Buendía reservoir (CU) Antonio Rodríguez; 100 over 
Sotoserrano (SA) Álvaro Martín; 1,200 over Mojados (VA) Juan A. Medina; 400 over 
the Sierra de Hinodejo (SO) Virginia Marco; new groups arrive in the afternoon at 
Gallocanta (Z/TE),up to 30,000 arriving by the end of the afternoon, Antonio 
Torrijo,Lithuanian crane no.1 left in the morning and roosted Sotonera (HU); 1,500 at 
La Mueda (NA) Javi Sola, 2 at Pitillas (NA) Jorge Nubla; 120 over Huesca, Rob 
Mooser; 100 over Vadiello (HU) Kees Wourtensen. 
-24/02/18: At least 25,000 birds leave Gallocanta (Z/TE) from 10:30h in the morning, 
although some groups returned, Antonio Torrijo, Felipe Rosado, Sabi Fernández, José 
M. Pueyo, Carmina Franco, Pilar Edo, Luis Salguero, José A. Sánchez, Juan M. 
Sánchez, José A. Román (Aragón/Extremadura team): many of them begin to cross 
the Pyrenees from Lumbier (NA) Jesús M Lekuona, 250 at Long lagoon at Villacañas 
(TO) 350 roosted at Monteagudo de las Vicarías reservoir (SO) Sheyla García; 170 set 
off from Ríolobos weir (SA) Manuel Moro; 100 over Colmenar Viejo (M) Jose R. 
Barrios; 1 group over Granadilla (CC) Francisco Lopo; 13 over Badajoz, Mariano 
Cabrero; 11,000 leave Sotonera (HU) Pablo Vallés; several groups leave Los 
Canchales reservoir (BA) Ángel Sánchez; 208 and 62 over Monfragüe NP (CC) 
Antonio M. Sánchez;  cranes begin to arrive at Sotonera (HU)at 15:11h, where 9,300 
roost, Kees Wourtensen; 200 feeding at Brozas (CC) Mariano Cabrero; 100 over 
Briongos (BU) Marcos Barbero: 3,100 por Burguete (NA) Juan I. Deán; 30 over 
Monegrillo (Z) Jesús Lavedán; 420 over  Buendía reservoir (CU) Juan C. Del Moral; 
380 over Carrascalejo (BA) Francisco A. Prieto; 66 over Monfragüe NP (CC) Rodrigo 
Reyes; another 110 Sergio Mayordomo; another 20, Ángela Bascones; 93 over 
Sureste Natural Park (M) Mario Liarte; 250 over La Sagra (TO) Javier Martín; 110 at El 
Vicario reservoir (CR) Francisco Hidalgo; over Monfragüe NP (CC): 150, Jesus Ruiz; 
214, Raúl Granados; 230, Hugo Sánchez; 317 over Oropesa (TO) César Clemente; 
340 over Raso lagoon (M) Toni Alonso; 550 over Espinal (NA) Carlos Monzón; 4,000 
go over Godojos (Z) Jesús Nieto; 20 over Cabezo de Torres (MU) Ramón Ballester. 
Lithuanian crane no.1 roosts at Les Landes (France). 
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Cranes flying over the Jiloca valley after leaving Gallocanta on migration 
 
-25/02/18: 20,000+ cranes at Gallocanta, from where they began to leave at 10:30h; 
some flocks returned; about 5,000 remained, more than 7,000 birds arrived in the 
afternoon (Aragón-Extremadura team);1,983 roost at Peña Hueca lagoon and 155 at 
Long lagoon at Villacañas (TO) Ángel Velasco; 177 over Llucà (B) Pere Baucells; 
3,100 por Luzaide (NA) Juan I. Deán; 200 in dehesas of Los Pedroches (CO) Juan 
Alcaide; Asun Pérez; 100+ over Puerto Lápice (CR) Jose A. Cortés; 5,000+ going over 
Figarol (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 500 roosted at El Pozo reservoir (SO) Juan L. 
Hernández; 4,578 left on migration from Sotonera (HU); 80 over Hontoria del Pinar 
(BU) Juan L. Hernández; 1,500 going over Zaragoza at 13:20h, Francisco J. 
Sampietro; they began to arrive at Sotonera at 14:15h, Pablo Vallés; 153 flying over 
Alfranca de Pasteiz (Z) Jose L. Rivas; 3,500 over Malpica and Santa Isabel (Z), 1,300 
over Calahorra (LR) Sandra Sáenz; 5,000 arrive at Gallocanta at 19:00h (Z/TE) 
Aragon-Extremadura team; groups going over Avinyonet de Puigventós (GI) Marc 
Puig; 50 over Seu D'Urgell (LL) Nuria Trench; 180 over Sant Quirze del Besora (B) 
Ferrán González, Jordi Faus, Jordi Payer; 5 over Sant Vicens de Torellò (B) Jordi Erra; 
180 over Solsona (LL) David Guitxé, 200 over Saucedilla (CC) Joost de Jong; 550 over 
Tudela (NA) Juan I. Deán; 130 over Valverde de la Vera (CC) Pedro Gómez; 5 over 
Pas reservoir (HU) Aitor Mora; 3,000 over Burguete (NA) Carlos Monzón; 50 over 
Egulbati (NA) Óscar Guindano; 85 at La Zolina (NA) Haritz Sarasa; 550 at Arguedas 
(NA) Juan I. Deán, Gonzalo Deán; 90 over San Leonardo (SO) Juan L Hernández; 270 
over Olmeda de las Fuentes (M); 9 over Belmonte de Tajo (M) Ángel Torres; 50 over El 
Rey dam (M) France Ph de Foy, Jesus Ruiz; 450 over Grijorna (M) Eugenia Collado; 
64 over Monfragüe NP (CC) Jose L. Vázquez;  another 17 Virgilio Beltrán; 350 over 
Oropesa (TO) César Clemente; 9 over Espinal (NA) Carlos Monzón. Around 15,000 at 
Gallocanta (Z/TE) in the afternoon, Aragon-Extremadura team; 25 Jose Valverde 
Visitor Centre area, Doñana, Neil Renwick; 9 over Pétrola (AB) Antonio Fuentes, 
Antonio J. Hernández, Inés Chamón, Isidro Bartolomé, Richard Howard. 
Lithuanian crane no.1 arrives at Lac du Der (France). 
This has been the most significant week of this migration period, a major part of the 
crane contingent moving north-east in a massive and determined way.  Because of the 
lack of water in the lagoon at Gallocanta, there were continuous arrivals and 
departures.  Large groups were arriving in the afternoon and a good proportion of the 
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individuals present left throughout the following day, and new birds arrived in the 
afternoon; the sequence was repeated day after day. 
 

 
Crane distribution in Spain during the week 19-25 February 
 
-26/02/18: 600+ over Badajoz, Juan M. Sánchez; 120 over the Tiétar valley (CC/TO) 
Pepe Guisado; cranes begin to leave Gallocanta at 10:00h, some 10,000 birds setting 
off towards Sotonera with a favourable wind.  Amongst the cranes seen at the lagoon 
was Liiva, from Estonia; this juvenile has spent the entire winter  at Tablas de Daimiel 
(CR),Aragon-Extremadura team; 21 roost at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) Jose M. García; 
1,000 try to cross at Somport  (HU) but the wind prevents them, José Gómez;  46 over 
Olot (GI). Albert Alonso; 59 over Montesquiu (B) Jordi Coma; 46 at La Mueda (NA) 
Jorge Nubla; passage over Galapagar (M) Lucas González; 150 in the Alcudia Valley 
(CR) Álvaro Peral; 200 and 180 over Carrascalejo (BA) Francisco A. Prieto. 
Several thousands cross the middle of France and more than 25,000 set off from Lac 
du Der. 
-27/02/18: 8,000 at Gallocanta, at 11:00h some 2,000 set off on migration with little 
notice, Aragón-Extremadura team; 172 at Aiguamolls de l'Empordà (GI) Glòria Rosas;  
19 over Santpedor (B) Marc Illa; 100 over Sant Joan Les Fonts (GI) Francisco Pou; 50 
over Masies de Roda (B) Roger Jutglà; 160 over Sant Julià de Vílatorta (B) Marc 
Cardeix; 40over Sant Vincenç de Torellò (B) Roger Arquimbau; 4,448 roost at 
Sotonera (HU) Pablo Vallés; 3 at La Nava (P) Rafael Hermosillo; 200 over Sant Julià 
de Villatorta (B) Santi Casademunt; 60 at Rui Sánchez lagoon (SE) Pablo Reina; 3,300 
over the Mallos de Riglos (HU) Shaun Robson; 108 at La Janda lagoon (CA) Simon 
Molenaar. 
-28/02/18: Migration is stopped by bad weather; 14 over Valmojados (M) Paloma 
Iglesias; 3 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Mario Navarro. 
-01/03/18: The weather is still holding up migration; 350 at Sotonera (HU) Pablo Vallés. 
Liiva, the Estonian crane, is still at Gallocanta, Antonio Torrijo, where 10,994 cranes 
are censussed in the afternoon (S.A.R.G.A.); 6 juveniles in dehesas Los Pedroches 
(CO) Juan M. Sánchez; 200 feeding at Acedera (BA) Manuel Gómez. 
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The Estonian crane Mati is still at Madrigalejo (CC):  Loode migrated between the 25th 
and 26th of February, going by Gallocanta and Castellò d’Empuries and driven 170 km 
out over the Mediterranean by a storm, then, halfway to Corsica turned around and in 
the Gulf of Lion, without landing, turned north and arrived in the Camargue (France).  
During this journey the flock covered 500 km without resting. 
Migration continued at Gallocanta in the early part of the week, repeating the same 
pattern as the previous week, although the arrival of a weather front stopped the 
cranes and they stayed at the lagoon, at Sotonera and in wintering areas. 
 

 
 
Locations of the Estonian cranes, Mati, Liiva y Loode (from left to right and bottom to 
top) in the first days of March 2018. 
 
-02/03/18: Migration remains blocked due to the weather, although some try; 230 over 
Ansó (HU) Javier Elorriaga; 0 at El Hoyo lagoon (AV) José Mª García; 200 feeding at 
Acedera (BA) Manuel Gómez; 250 San Salvador reservoir (HU) Aitor Mora; 110 at 
Castellò d’Empuries (GI) Joan Ventura; 240 over Madrid, Martín Fuentes; 2,000 at 
Sotonera reservoir (HU) Rob Mooser. 
-03/03/18: 450 and 600 leave Sotonera (HU) which was all the birds present, Francisco 
Quesada, Pablo Vallés, although some returned; 4,500 leave from Gallocanta (Z/TE) 
Antonio Torrijo; 400 are watched over San Juan de la Peña (HU) Elisa; 2 over Roca del 
Vallès (B) Robert Manzano; 120 over la Foz de Lumbier (NA) Juan I. Deán; 72 at 
Bezas lagoon (TE) Antonio Torrijo; 3 at El Hondo reservoir (A) Antonio Varón; 85 over 
Monfragüe NP (CC) Eva Arían, Sergio Mayordomo;200 at Campillos freshwater lagoon 
and 100 at Fuente de Piedra lagoon (MA) Nacho García; 36 at Longar lagoon (TO) 
Daniel García; new cranes arrive at Gallocanta in the afternoon, AntonioTorrijo. 
-04/03/18: 1 at La Aldea del Obispo (CC) Neil Renwick; 1 at Villalba de los Barros 
reservoir (BA) José A. Leal; 30 migrating over Mérida (BA) Gerardo Pizarro;700 cranes 
arrive at Sotonera (HU) in the afternoon, where they join 300 on the island and 1,870 
feeding in surrounding fields, Francisco Quesada; 50+ in dehesas at Granja de 
Torrehermosa (BA) Miguel Corvillo; 90 migrating over Badajoz, Nacho García; 100 
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feeding at Acedera (BA) Manuel Gómez; 4 at Riolobos weir (SA) José A. García; 50 
over the Sierra de Villarrubia (CR) Javier Ferreres; 36 in Cabañeros National Park (CR) 
Darío Ecodestinos; 66 over la Foz de Lumbier (NA) Raúl Pascual; 119 over 
Valdelazarza (M) Juan C. del Moral; 130 over Leganés (M) Mario Liarte; 180 over 
Getafe (M) Federico García; 50 over Cenicientos (M) Elena Baonza; at Gallocanta 
(Z/TE) migration remains on hold, 2,000 birds arrive in the afternoon and around 5,000 
roost, Antonio Torrijo; 275 over Carrascalejo (BA) on two groups, Francisco A. Prieto; 
180 migrating over Mérida (BA) Samuel Hernández, Raúl Granados; 30 in Cebollar rice 
fields, Cullera (V) A. Salazar; 14 over Alange (BA) Raúl Granados. 
89,300 are censussed this morning at Lac du Der (France), LPO Champagne-Ardenne. 
 

 
Migration map of cranes in Spain between 26 February and 4 March 
 
-05/03/18: At Sotonera (HU) they begin to leave at 11:40h, up to 1,140 setting off  and 
1,700 arriving at 13.30h from the south-west, although some don´t stop but continue 
their journey, Francisco Quesada; 1,286 leave Gallocanta in two directions: Cinco 
Villas (NW) and Quinto de Ebro (NE); Antonio Torrijo; there are no cranes at Villacañas 
(TO), Ángel Velasco; 12 at El Oso lagoon (AV) where one Czech crane remains, Víctor 
Coello; 9,000 roost at Sotonera (HU) Francisco Quesada; 11 go to roost at Valdecañas 
reservoir (CC) José A. Román, Luis Asuar; 224 migrating over the Confluence of the 
Rivers (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 50 migrating over Cabañeros NP (CR) Santiago 
Delgado; 270 over Zaragoza, Shaun Robson; 7,578 are censussed at Sotonera 
reservoir (HU) Juan C. Albero; 150 at Aigüamolls de l’Empordà (GI) Eulalia Maspons. 
-06/03/18: 600 go over the Sierra de Sadaba (HU) Ignacio Arrospide; 42 migrating by 
night over Huesca, Francisco Quesada; 174 at Campillos freshwater lagoon and 7 at 
Fuente de Piedra (MA) Armando Molina, Antonio Tamayo. 
The Estonian crane Liiva leaves Gallocanta (Z/TE) and roosts at Sotonera (HU). 
-07/03/18: 35 over Puebla del Prior (BA) José A. Sánchez; 16 over Ríolobos weir (SA) 
Gonzalo Criado; 100 over Fuendetodos (Z) Susana Lois; 150 over Loporzano (HU) 
Francisco Quesada; 5,600 at Sotonera reservoir (HU) in the afternoon, Kees 
Wourtensen; 15 migrating over Brazo del Este (SE) Godfried Schreur; 300 (mostly 
juveniles) in dehesas at Hinojosa del Duque (CO) Juan M. Sánchez Esquinas; 200 
migrating over Lora del Río (SE) David Serrano, 70 over Palma del Río (SE) Rafael 
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Jesús; 50 over Navata (GI); 67 at the Confluence of the Rivers(CR) Pedro Bustamante; 
70 over Serranillos del Valle (M) José Gómez; 18 over Madrid, Christophe Pontegnie; 
100 over Torrejón de Ardoz (M) Javier Ferreres; 200 over El Galacho de Justibol (Z) 
Rocio Sus; 45 at Loreto pool (HU) Aitor Mora; 50 over Abella de Conca (LL) Agents 
Rurals-Pallars Jussà; 129 over Bujaraloz (Z) Juan C. Albero; 28 over Cartuja 
monastery (SE) Sergio Briones; 48 at Lugar Nuevo, Peraleda de la Mata (CC) Agapito 
J. Verde 
The Estonian crane Liiva leaves on migration and at the top of the Rapitán Bastion at 
Jaca the group turns around and returns to Sotonera reservoir (HU) to roost. 
-08/03/18: 50 circling at Villanueva de Córdoba (CO) Benito Coleto; 24 at Vegas Altas 
(BA) Martin Kelsey; the Sotonera (HU) cranes leave on migration, going by Riglos, 
Pablo Vallés; some 2,000 cranes remain at Gallocanta (Z/TE), nearly all juveniles, 
Antonio Torrijo; 120 are still at Acedera (BA) Manuel Gómez; 3 at La Albuera lagoons 
(BA) Julian Cabello; 8 Chano millpond, Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 
2 at Campazo lagoon (CC) Neil Renwick; 130 at La Janda (CA) Yanina Maggiotto, 
Gorka Gorospe; 500 over Rota (CA) Cathy Hines; 187 over Chinchilla de Montearagón 
(AB) Rafael Torralba; 2,928 are censussed in the Gallocanta area (Z/TE) S.A.R.G.A. 
-09/03/18: Up to 3,500 cranes at Figarol (NA) in the morning, many of them arriving 
during the morning, and 2,500 leaving on migration, Jesús M. Lekuona; 35 over the 
university campus at Rabanales (CO) Miguel A. Mesa; 80 over Port de la Selva (LL) 
Gerard Carriòn; 10 at Palancoso lagoon(CC) Javier Briz; 187 over Albacete, Rafael 
Torralba. 
The Estonian crane Liiva left on migration and in the evening rested to the north-east of 
Vesoul (ENE France) near to the German border 
-10/03/18: 62 beside the River Búrdalo (BA) Fernando Yuste; 2,500 at Sotonera 
reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada; 3 over Ullà (GI) Pau Bacells; 31 over l’Albufera (V); 
Javi Jiménez, P. Marín; 40 over Marchena (SE) Isaac Cortés; 17 arrive from Africa at 
La Janda (CA), where there are 120+ birds; Arkadiusz Broniarek; 15 at Pitllas lagoon 
(NA) and 40 at Figarol (NA) Javi Sola; 5 at Riolobos weir (SA) Juan J. Ramos; 60 in 
Doñana National Park (SE) Andrés de la Cruz; 14 at Navaseca lagoon (CR) 35 over 
Badalona (B) Jacob Cirera; 4 at Navalcán reservoir (TO) Manuel Fl. Luna; 11 two miles 
from the coast at Cala de la Media Luna, Níjar (AL) Antonio Fuentes, Elvira Guirao; 
1,900 at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Kees Wourtensen.. 
-11/03/18: 21 at Puebla del Río (SE) Juan M. Medina; 60 over Córdoba, José Márquez; 
25 over Lebrija (SE) Francisco J. Salcedo; several hundred at Figarol (NA) Pedro 
Cortés; 21 at Dehesa de Abajo (SE) Pep Cantó; 100 over Sanguesa (NA) Javi Sola; 1 
by the River Ambroz (CC) Hugo Sánchez; Around 2,500 cranes at Sotonera in the 
morning, of which at least 1,000 leave on migration but return because of the weather, 
only about 100 succeeded.  At least 6,117 arrive in the afternoon, up to 3,117 being 
counted in the surrrounding area at sunset, Silvia Duque, José M. Canudo, 
FranciscoQuesada. 
Migration is close to finishing; the last groups, consisting mostly of immature and young 
birds, are leaving the wintering areas and are held up for a few days in Aragon and 
Navarra because of the weather, and although they attempt the crossing, they don´t 
always manage it.  During the week, 2,684 crossed Navarra, Jesús M. Lekuona. 
Of the Estonian cranes, Mati remains in Extremadura, Loode is in The Camargue 
(France) and Liiva is to the west of Strasburg. 
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Crane migration and distribution in Spain in the period5-11 March 2018 
 
-12/03/18: 220 migrating over Córdoba, José Márquez; 21 in the Doñana area, Alberto 
Pastoriza; 8 at Castellò d’Empuries (GI) Javier Subirats; 40 over Baix Pallars (LL) 
Blanca Font; 1,000 at Figarol (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 274, 72 and 63 go over the 
Sierra de Guara (HU) Santiago Sancho; 110 arrive at Gallocanta (Z/TE), where 823 
cranes roost, Antonio Torrijo; 80 over Figueres (GI) Marc Puig; 100 in the north of 
Doñana (SE) Vicent Esteller; 27 in the Doñana area (SE) Alejandro del Moral; a few 
birds at the Guadalhorce estuary (MA), Armando Molina, 520 at Castilsabás (HU) Rob 
Mooser. 
-13/03/18: 3 at Villafranca track lagoon (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 140 at Quinto (Z) 
Eduardo Gil; 55 at Yelbes (BA) Fernando Yuste; 64 at Acedera (BA) Manuel Gómez; 
200 at Castellò d’Empuries (GI) Javier Subirats; 5 migrating 1 mile to the east of Cabo 
de Palos, Cartagena (MU) Antonio Fuentes, Pablo Santonja; 9 in rocky scrub at Trujillo 
(CC) Jesús Porras; 785 in Doñana (SE) J.A.Sarry. 
-14/03/18: 1,237at Figarol (NA) in the morning, where 300 arrive and 1,400 leave on 
migration at 10:00h; 200 over Huesca, Guillermo Costas; 150 and 120 over Grado 
(HU) Jorge Sierra; 100 at Los Caracoles (SE) and 35 in Hinojos marsh (H), Doñana, 
J.A. Sarry; 44 at La Janda (CA) James Dee; 4 at La Mueda reservoir (NA) Javi Sola. 
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Leucístic juvenile common crane near Yelbes, 13/03/18. Fernando Yuste 
 
-15/03/18: 21 over Rivas Vaciamadrid (M) José M. de la Peña. 
-16/03/18: 29 at Valdetorres (BA), only 4 adults (2 with fracture injuries) José A. 
Román; 1 adultat Cubillo lagoon, Cubo de Hogueras (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 15 at 
Loreto pool (HU) Jorge Hernández, Silvia Roy, Aitor Mora; 559 at Sotonera (HU) 
Francisco Quesada, Silvia Duque, Felipe Rosado, Rob Mooser; 150 at La Janda (CA) 
Juan M. González; 4 at La Zolina pool (NA) Hartiz Sarasa; 2 over Verges (GI ) Narcis 
Garriga; 108 over Brazo del Este (SE) Alberto Pastoriza; 5 over Quintanilla del Agua 
(BU) Manuel Mata. 
-17/03/18: 308 at Aguanares de Gallocanta (Z) Antonio Torrijo; 452 at Sotonera (HU) 
José M. Canudo; 20 over Sinarcas (V) Juan B. Sorlí 
-18/03/18: 30 at Acedera (BA), 28 of them yearlings, Manuel Gómez; 24 at Yelbes (BA) 
Fernando Yuste; 520 at Sotonera (HU) Silvia Duque, Kees Wourtensen; 30 over 
Barcelona, Pau Rocabet; 21 at l’Ampolla (T) Xavier Parra; 182 over Barluenga (HU) 
Juan C. Albero; 76 over Pau (GI) Albert Bugas; 96 over Montolin de Lleida (LL) José 
Guerra; 17 over Huérguina (CU) Joan Baffagon; 30 over Rincón de Uña (CU) Pedro 
Yubero; 153 over Cuenca, Bob Bowlay. 
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Distribution map of cranes in Spain, 12-18 March 
 
-19/03/18: 37 at Acedera (BA) Manuel Gómez; 3 en S´Albufera Natural Park (IB) Steve 
Nicoll; 15 over San Juan de Aznalfarache (SE) Oliver Burton. 
-20/03/18: 9 going over Gibraltar, Gibraltar Birds; 7 over Caudete (TE) Antonio Torrijo; 
1 at La Estaca de Alcañíz (TE) Esther Yera; 8 over Sonreal (IB) Jörg Kunder; 16 over 
Sagunt (V) Fina Mari; 50 over l’Alquaire airport (LL) Francesc Moncasi; 2 over Calonge 
(GI) Ted C.J. Sluijter. 
-21/03/18: 1 at Dulce de Campillo lagoon (MA) Alexandre Justo; 3 over Zaragoza, 
Francisco J. Sampietro; 1 at El Oso lagoon (AV) Víctor Coello; family group of 3 at 
Galisteo (CC) Neil Renwick, Chris Hodge; 3 at Sils lake (GI) Jaume Mos; 28 over the 
Sierra de Andújar (J) Sven V. 
-22/03/18: 1 at Cubillo lagoon (SO) Juan L. Hernández; 4 at La Veguilla lagoon, 
Alcázar de San Juan (CR) Pedro Bustamante; 14 over Puebla de Alcocer (BA) Andrés 
González; 23 over Esplust (HU) Francisco Quesada; 22 over Sarroca de Lleida (LL) 
Ferrán González-Prat; 40 over Miguelturra (CR) Mario Fernández, Lara Moreno; 3 at 
the Confluence of the Rivers(CR) Pedro Bustamante. 
-23/03/18: 6 at La Zolina pool (NA) and 1 at Loza pool (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; 9 at 
Vegas Altas (BA) Martin Kelsey; 32 over Barcelona, Jordi Jover; 21 over Almenar (LL) 
César Piñol; 106 at Alboré pool (HU) Francisco Quesada. 
-24/03/18: 179 roost at Alboré pool (HU) Juan L Muñoz; 11 at Lobo Bend, Doñana 
National Park (SE) María Sánchez; 1 at Ullar del Baró (LL) Marc Gálvez, Jose Guerra; 
14 at La Janda (CA)Yeray Seminario, Javier Elorriaga, Alexandre Justo. 
-25/03/18: 120 roost at Alboré pool (HU) Juan L. Muñoz. 
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Distribution and migration map of cranes in Spainduring the week 19-25 March 
 
-26/03/18: 1 migrating over Manilva (MA) Henk Alards; 30 over Trujillo (CC) B.J.H.M. 
Possen; 6 over Isona (LL), Agents Rurals-Pallárs Jussá; family group with 1 youngster 
at El Hondo reservoir (A) Sergio Arroyo 
-27/03/18: 10 migrating overthe River Ruecas and 4 in stubble at Vegas Altas (BA) 
Manuel Gómez; 1 at La Pineta reservoir, Bielsa (HU) Noelia Escobedo; 2 at La Janda 
(CA) Yeray Seminario; 2 at Puebla de Beleña lagoon (GU) Sergio Pérez. 
-28/03/18: 2 at Berrioplano (NA) Juan I. Deán; 100 over Buñales (HU). 
-29/03/18: 170 in the morning at Alboré pool (HU) 104 of them setting off on migration, 
Francisco Quesada 
-30/03/18: 11 atGallocanta lagoon (TE) Antonio Torrijo; 1 at Cortalet lake, Castellò 
d’Empuries (GI) Francisco Turon; 2 at Dehesa de Abajo (SE) Martín Pérez. 
-31/03/18: The 11 are still at Gallocanta lagoon (TE) Antonio Torrijo 
-01/04/18: 70 cranes set off from Sotonera reservoir at 12:20h and return at 13:35h, 
another 72 arrive from the south-east in the evening (19:10h) Francisco Quesada; 6 in 
dehesa at Morantes, La Roca de la Sierra (BA) José L. Vinagre; 2 at Moheda Alta (BA) 
Miguel A. Gómez; 70 migrating over Miraflores de la Sierra (M) Javier Meteo 
-02/04/18: 1 at Charco Salado, Malpartida de Plasencia (CC) Raúl Sancho; 11 at San 
Salvador (HU) Aitor Mora, 2 over Puente la Reina, Jaca (HU) Eneko Azkue. 
-03/04/18: 6 at Pitillas lagoon (NA) Jesús M. Lekuona; the Estonian crane Loode is 
located migrating over Milán (Italia). 
-05/04/18: 4 at Gallocanta (TE) Francisco J. Sampietro; 2 at San Salvador (HU) Aitor 
Mora; 1 at La Mueda pool (NA) Javi Sola; 1 at Sotonera (HU) Francisco Quesada. 
-07/04/18: 7 in La Serena (BA) Manuel Gómez, continuing to 09/04. 
-09/14/18: 8 at Alboré pool (HU) Kees Wourtesen. 
-12/04/18: 9 over Belagua valley (NA) Gorka Gorospe, 26 over Valtierra (NA) Jesús M. 
Lekuona. 
-13/04/18: 16 at Gallocanta (TE/Z) Francisco J. Sampietro.2 at Los Yébenes (TO) 
Alejandro Gallego. 
-14/04/18: 2 at La Zolina pool (NA) Raúl Pascual. 
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-15/04/18: 2 at Gallocanta (TE) Uge Fuertes 
-16/04/18: 2 at San Cilla, Jaca (HU); 2 at La Janda (CA), Javier Elorriaga; 2 at Obando 
(BA) Alan Davies 
-17/04/18: 6 at Sotonera reservoir (HU) Francisco Quesada; 6 at Gallocanta (TE) Sabi 
Martínez 
-18/04/18: 9 migrating over Ainsá (HU) Francisco Quesada. 
 

 
Migration of the Estonian cranes to 03/04/18, from top to bottom Mati, Liiva and Loode 
 
We come to the end of the spring migration, although a few groups of juveniles may 
stay in the peninsula. 
Thanks to the reported observations, 180,458 cranes have been counted during this 
migration period.The means that of the birds that were censussed during the winter, 
90% were counted on migration.   
The results by Autonomous Community were as follows: Aragón with 119,951 birds 

(66.47%) followed by Navarra with 58,451 (32.39%), Catalunya with 2,045 (1.13%) 
and 11 (0.06%) on the Balearic Islands. 
 
Comparing the results from the two censuses, we can see that in autumn 74% of the 
birds crossed Navarra, while in spring 32% crossed, but contrarily, 67% chose to cross 
Aragón in the second period while only 23% chose this community in the autumn.  The 
number of cranes crossing Catalunya is similar for both periods.  No birds were 
detected in the Basque Country in spring, although some crossed in autumn.  Very few 
birds were detected in the Balearic Islands, although we cannot rule out the possibility 
that birds use the islands as a reference point on a route towards northern Africa, an 
aspect we will try to know more of in the future. 
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6-THREATS AND CONSERVATION 
 
The number of disturbances and threats for the species is increasing, primarily due to 
the accelerated loss of feeding areas, as well as those associated with the persistent 
drought that affected their distribution through the disappearance of a number of 
wetlands that they used to use for resting,and the early workings in the stubbles, as 
well as extensive stubble burning. 
It is increasingly common to find people crossing feeding and resting areas, on foot or 
by mechanical means, disrupting the cranes´ routines. 
Power lines, wire fences and so on continue to be the major cause of accidents and 
death for cranes. 
 

6-1: Agricultural Activities. 
 
6-1-1: Crop changes 
 
In recent times we have witnessed a rapid change of crops that seems to have no limit.  
Large areas of rain-fed and irrigated crops are being substituted by crops of intensive 
fruit trees.  These trees, especially olives, are occupying huge blocks of land with a drip 
irrigation system, with huge water demands given that the extent of them is enormous; 
they are replacing traditional olives, maize, rice, tomato, rain-fed cereals, pasture, 
legume crops etc. 
All of this, of course, comes with a huge amount of nitrogenous fertilizers, chemical 
fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides, etc. which contaminate the aquifer where they are 
continuously extracting water from.  It is no longer necessary to have a canal and 
irrigate below its level.  Now hosepipes are being introduced to take water above the 
level and the practice of opening wells to reach the water is spreading, which is not 
always authorised, nor legal, and could cause the aquifer to fail. 
All of this results in an accelerated decrease of feeding habitats for cranes, and 
although they may eat olives after the harvest (in traditional olive groves), this is an 
anecdotal fact noted in a few places, such as Fuente de Piedra, Malaga. 
Moreover, in Extremadura we are seeing how these same crops are being planted 
within dehesas, creating a humidity that the holm oak cannot tolerate, killing them 
without the need to fell or burn, as has been done so far. 
A huge amount of plastic waste is being generated too, coming primarily from the drip 
irrigation systems. 
Not only are the autonomous governments not acting, by checking these activities, they 
have been encouraging these changes with grants and new irrigation plans in the 
name of badly understood common good.  They allow activities, even in SPAs and 
LICs (Areas of Community Interest), over which they have no competency, as these 
areas are recognized by central or European government. 
These practices take place even when the birds are here, disturbing them and moving 
them away from the resources or resting areas. 
Likewise, more polytunnels are being installed for asparagus or flowers, also taking up 
large blocks of land. 
If this trend continues it is possible that we will witness a decrease in the wintering 
crane population in Spain. 
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Anintensive tree crop, recently planted near Torrefresneda (BA),where rice was 
previously grown.  The consequent reduction of feeding area will affect the number of 
birds that will use this area in the future. 
 
 

 
 
Trees planted in a feeding and dormitory area for an important population of cranes, 
near to the River Burdalo.  The dormitory was abandoned for several weeks while the 
planting work took place. 
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Polytunnels are another cultivation system for the production, in this case, of 
asparagus, near to the River Búrdalo (Guareña/Santa Amalia (BA)). 
 
 

 
 
Plastic waste and an area of intensive fruit trees reduce more and more the feeding 
areas and distribution of cranes. 
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A crop of fruit trees planted in the Zarzalejo dehesa, Logrosán (CC). 
 
 

 
 
Crop changes at Beja (Portugal)in traditional rain-fed areas, photo: Teresa Cohen, 
February 2018. 
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6-1-2: Stubble burning 
 
Deliberate stubble burning is a widespread illegal practice (apart from express 
authorisation for health purposes) and is practiced with absolute impunity. 
Besides eliminating some of the cranes´ food, this activity is a source of significant 
pollution that can provoke respiratory conditions in the human population, resident or 
passing through the area, and may cause wildfires in dry years such as this one.  
Smoke also hinders vision and can cause cranes to have accidents with power lines.  
More supervision and better controls are necessary. 

 

 
 
Burning rice stubble with impunity at Torviscal (Badajoz) in November 
 

6-2: Disturbances for the species 
 

6-2-1: Hunting 
 
The hunting season lasts throughout the cranes´stay in Spain, and its practice, 
generally Sundays and holidays, is a continual source of disturbance for cranes due to 
the huge presence of vehicles, hunters, dogs, etc. on these days.  These continually 
frighten the birds, without giving them the chance to feed adequately or even rest 
during the days, as birds are so nervous.  Even on foggy or rainy days (days when 
hunting is prohibited) you can find hunters who may be shooting from before dawn until 
after sunset, altering the cranes´ routines and prematurely putting them out of the 
dormitories or delaying the return to them. 
Increasing the number of reserves without hunting and increasing the supervision to 
enforce the legislationis the best solution. 
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A hunter with his dogs in a cranes´ dormitory area next to the River Cubilar, 
Extremadura 
 
 

6-2-2: Sporting and/or leisure activities  
 
Physical exercise is currently very “fashionable”, and all types of urban-fringe activities, 
such as cycling, running, walking, etc. are done around many small places, leading to a 
greater presence of people travelling lanes, paths, tracks, etc.  This causes continuous 
scares for cranes in feeding areas, moving them on continuously, occasionally causing 
accidents with power lines if they are put up suddenly.  We have already had some 
cases of several dozen dead birds that were foraging below a power line being put up 
and killed by the cables, 
These tracks are also frequently used by all types of motor vehicles, such us utility 
vehicles, 4x4, quads, trial bikes etc. which also cause flocks to take off suddenly. 
Also, paragliders are occasionally seen flying over crane groups and putting them up.  
Although we have not detected the use of drones, we cannot rule out their use in 
particular areas.  
It has to be remembered that cranes are a protected species, and disturbing them is 
not permitted, so these sorts of activities should be regulated or monitored more. 
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A walker putting up a flock of cranes near Yelbes, Badajoz 
 

 
6-3: Power lines and other infrastructures 

 
Power lines go on taking the lives of many cranes throughout the winter, especially 
young birds.  The growing network of power lines, either transport or distribution, cause 
endless accidents resulting with broken limbs and/or death. 
Many of these lines are in feeding areas or near dormitories or are crossed by routine 
flights. 
Cranes are frequently found feeding under these lines, so if they are suddenly 
frightened accidents can easily happen. 
In spite of increased line marking, accidents are frequent on days with poor visibility 
due to rain or fog, when birds are arriving at dormitories after sunset or leaving before 
sunrise. 
Although the electricity companies often mark these lines with spiral, balls or other 
devices when an accident in an area or sectionis registered by the environmental 
services, these are just palliative measures, with little or no effect in adverse weather 
conditions. 
Putting transport and distribution lines underground is the only truly efficient solution, 
as removing the obstacle removes the problem. 
Likewise, it is somewhat common for cranes to drown in irrigation channels and canals.  
Birds come to drink at these, and depending on the depth or width of them, they 
occasionally are unable to get out of them.  This winter, a couple of cases were 
documented near to Valdehornillos, Badajoz, but generally others pass unnoticed.  
Canals are a problem for wildlife in general, so they could be covered with some type 
of structure that prevents access for all kinds of animal. 
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Flock of cranes crossing a distribution line after being put up. 
 
 

 
 
Young crane that collided with a distribution line (Valdecaballeros-Guillena), Logrosán 
(CC) February 2018; Photo Alfredo Mirat 
 
 
 
 



Phenology & Distribution of the Common Crane (Grus grus) in Spain 2017/18 

 

José A. Román Álvarez (coordinator) 
 Page94 
 

 
 
A crane with a serious fracture of the right leg, caused by a collision with a power line 
 
 

 
 
A group of cranes feeding below a distribution line, Santa Amalia 
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A group of cranes crossing a distribution line at dawn after leaving their dormitory at  
Valdehornillos, February 2018. 
 

 
 
A crane drowned in an irrigation canal, Valdehornillos, Badajoz. Photo: Fernando Yuste 
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